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A Post-Match Interview With: 
 

JELENA JANKOVIC 
 

Serena Williams defeats Jelena Jankovic 

3-6, 6-0, 6-2 
Final Round 

 
 DANNY KENDALL:  Take first 
question for Jelena, please. 
 
 Q.  Tremendous first set, and you 
played quite well, and then things -- looked like 
Serena raised her level after that.  What was 
your read on the match? 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Yeah.  I 
thought I played pretty well in that first set.  
The key was I served very well and made 
a lot of first serves in, so she couldn't 
attack it.  And I was holding my serves, 
and then I was waiting for my chance to 
break and hit some great returns and 
attacked her and won that first set.  So I'm 
very pleased about that. 
 And then in that second set I had 
40-15 in that first game and then again on 
a couple of games in the beginning of that 
second set I had 40-15, 40-0 and it 
happened, I think, that I was ready to 
serve and she just like said that she 
wasn't ready, and since then I just -- it 
broke my momentum.  I started make I a 
lot of mistakes and not making the first 
serves and serving with the second. 
 And I gave her wins.  You know, I 
brought her back into the match because I 
should have done something different.  I  

 
 
 
should have focused and just gotten those 
games because at 40-15 on my serves or 
40-0, both times in the first game and the 
third and I managed to lose them.  So of 
course, she's going to go up and feel 
much better and she is again in control.  
 So that was my mistake, and it was 
unfortunate for my side.  But then in the 
third I had some chances, and I got tired 
physically.  You know, it's my sixth match 
here in Charleston, and playing Serena is 
not easy.  I gotta run a lot of balls down.  I 
gotta hit as hard as I can, and I gotta be 
focused and give more than my maximum 
because she is physically so strong, and 
of course, she's the No. 1 player in the 
world for a reason.  So she was the better 
one at the end.  That's for sure.  But 
overall it was a great tournament for me 
and I'm happy with how things are going. 
 
 Q.  You had mentioned the exchange 
that you had with Serena at 40-15 about how 
quickly you were serving -- 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  I don't think 
I'm serving quickly because a lot of times 
when I played the other girls they tell me I 
serve slow and then when I play Serena 
she tells me I serve fast, and I think the 
rules is that she should be ready when -- 
she should follow the return and not the 
opposite, like she said, that I gotta wait for 
her to be ready.  That's not true. 
 
 Q.  When you step to the line and you 
were ready to serve, could you see her? 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Yes.  She 
was even in the position.  That's why I 
served.  It's not like I'm going to serve 
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when she's turned around.  But I didn't 
understand that.  You know, to me it didn't 
make sense because she was in stance, 
and I'm on the line, so she should be 
ready.  She should follow my rhythm like I 
follow hers.  
 But -- 
 
 Q.  What did she say to you, because 
we couldn't hear it.  

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  That I should 
be waiting for her to be ready, and that's 
not the case, that she should be ready 
when I step up to the line.  I mean the 
returner should follow the server.  Doesn't 
matter who you play.  
 But -- and that was at that 40-15.  
Then I made the double fault or I don't 
know what I did and ruined that game.  So 
I lost my focus.  I lost my momentum and 
things started going downhill.  That was in 
that second set.  And until then I served 
very well and made a lot of first serves 
and I was in good control of the match.  
So it's unfortunate. 
 
 Q.  Jelena, in that third set, like you 
said, you were in that set, but you felt 
physically tired.  Did you still think you could 
somehow -- looks like you had refocused a 
little bit.  Was it just physically you just 
couldn't find the game that third set? 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Yeah.  I was 
-- you know, of course, I was tired.  I 
played a three-set match yesterday and 
played today, and it's my sixth match in a 
row here in Charleston and on clay.  It's 
not easy.  I gotta do a lot of moving.  
 But that's not an excuse.  I fought 
as hard as I could, and I really gave my 
best on the court and she was the better 
one.  She played really well, and like I 

said, she is No. 1 for a reason at this 
moment.  She is serving very well and she 
hits the ball harder than anyone else.  
Physically she is the strongest out there.  
 So I gave my best.  It's the end of 
the tournament, the finals, and it was a big 
occasion, and I'm really -- as for my side, 
you know, the things I could have done 
better was that second set.  I should have 
won those games and served a bit better 
or pushed myself a little more to get them 
and to stay in that second set.  That's 
what I'm a little bit disappointed about.  
But the rest of the things I'm pretty 
pleased, and I had a great tournament 
overall.  
 You know, I want to stay positive, 
and I want to take a lot of positives with 
me from this tournament.  I think I did a 
great job.  I fought very well.  I played 
some good tennis throughout the week, 
and you know, today playing Serena was 
great, too.  It's been a while since I played 
against her, so it's always fun to play 
against a champion like her. 
 
 Q.  You seem to go out -- you said 
yesterday you always go on court thinking that 
you can win, that you never have a negative 
mindset.  Seems like a lot of players when they 
go out to play a player like Serena just want to 
see how they match up or just trying to feel 
out.  You're always very aggressive and the 
way you started, looked like the best serving 
I've seen from you in quite some time.  Can you 
talk about your mindset and your 
fearlessness? 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Yeah.  Like I 
said yesterday, when you guys asked me 
what's the key to playing Serena, I think 
first of all, you gotta have the mindset 
believing in yourself that you can beat her, 
no matter how strong she is or how well 
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she plays.  You've gotta go in there with 
that mentality.  Otherwise you have no 
chance and it's better not to go on court if 
you don't think you're going to win.  What's 
the point?  I better just say, okay, you win.  
What's the point of going and playing if I 
don't think I have a chance to win?  
 So of course, winning against her a 
lot of times on clay, having a pretty good 
record against her, you know, gives me 
confidence, and I always believe I can win 
against anyone that I match up against.  
That's the mentality I think every player 
should have and doesn't matter how good 
or how bad you play.  You go in and you 
try to play the best you can and give more 
than 100 percent and just go for it.  And I 
did.  I went out there.  I played really well.  
I was so focused from the first point on 
and played a really good first set.  
 And like I said, that second set I'm 
not pleased about, the beginning of that 
second set I let a couple of games go to 
Serena which should have been mine, 
40-15, 40-0 or things like that should not 
happen.  I have to take those 
opportunities that have been given to me, 
not let them go.  
 But you know, I learn from my 
mistakes, and hopefully I won't do them 
again. 
 
 Q.  Jelena, you talked about the 
conversation in the first game of the second 
set.  After that you lost eight straight points.  

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Yeah. 
 
 Q.  In six straight games.  How much do 
you think you let that conversation sort of 
distract you? 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  No.  It was 
just -- maybe I lost my rhythm because I 

was maybe waiting for her to make -- to 
set up or whatever.  I have no idea what I 
was doing at the time, because you know, 
when you get in the zone and you're just 
serving and focused and then all of a 
sudden you're thinking about her getting 
ready and that's not what I want to think 
about.  
 And of course, at 40-15 I gotta think 
about where I'm going to serve, where I'm 
going to hit my next shot if she gets it 
back.  And it just broke my momentum for 
some reason and that shouldn't happen.  I 
should not let that affect me and just lose 
whatever, how many points I lost.  That 
shouldn't be the case.  But it did.  It was.  
 You know, it's a great learning 
experience.  You know, what can I do?  I 
make those mistakes and went down with 
my focus but it's okay.  Things -- the world 
goes.  It's not the end of the world. 
 
 Q.  Jelena, you won Bogota on clay, the 
final here on clay.  You've won Rome a bunch 
of times.  You've done well at the French Open.  
Do you feel like you're ready for a massive clay 
season? 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Yeah.  I'm so 
ready.  I'm excited.  I love playing on clay, 
and I'm playing well on hard court, too.  I 
made semis of Miami.  So I think I'm 
playing much, much better.  I still want to 
continue to improve.  I still want to 
continue to work on certain shots, second 
to my game and just keep going forward 
because my goal is to get back to the top 
like where I was, where I used to be and 
just compete with these -- with the top 
players like Serena and the rest of the 
girls.  That's really where I want to be.  
 So I played quite well in the last 
month or so, winning Bogota, played 
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semis of Miami and finals here.  And I won 
a set against the No. 1 player in the world.  
I should have done a bit better.  But it 
gives me a lot of motivation to just 
continue to work hard and my time will 
come. 
 
 Q.  Jelena, can you give us a little bit 
about what's different about Charleston?  You 
mentioned the couches on the court yesterday.  
What's different about when you come here? 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  You know, 
especially coming from Miami, it's very 
loud and a lot of things going on.  And 
coming here it's such a beautiful city.  You 
know, you feel so -- it's very familiar.  Like 
we feel so -- to explain, so comfortable.  
The people are so nice.  They treat us so 
nicely.  Like I said in the speech over 
there, I really got spoiled.  You know, we 
received gifts every day, and Eleanor and 
Bob are so nice, one of the nicest people I 
know.  And it's just a nice feeling.  We all 
-- I think all of the players enjoy coming 
back here every year and just playing this 
tournament.  And it's a lot of fun, and 
playing on this court with -- like Serena 
said, we have great support.  The crowd is 
so great, rooting for all of the players and 
just motivating us, inspiring us to bring our 
maximum and really show our best tennis.  
So it's always nice to have that feeling, 
and hopefully I can continue to come here 
every year, as long as I play.  
 DANNY KENDALL:  Okay.  Thank 
you guys very much.  
  
End of Interview... 
 
 
 
 


