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A Post-Match Interview With: 
  

JELENA JANKOVIC 
 

Jelena Jankovic defeats Stefanie Voegele 

6-4, 6-7 6, 6-2 
Semifinal Round 

 
 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Can I fight 
with someone?  
 
 Q.  What do you have to say?  Tell us.  

 DANNY KENDALL:  We'll start with 
Lindsay here.  First question, please. 
 
 Q.  Well, another tough match.  How are 
you feeling?  You came back in the third set? 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Well, first of 
all, it was a really roller coaster out there 
for me.  First of all, I was down 2-0, then I 
won the set 6-3 or 6-4.  I don't remember.  
The second set I was up a break and 
served at 4-3.  I didn't make those first 
serves at the crucial times in that second 
set, and I got really frustrated with myself.  
She took advantage of that and attacked 
my second serve and played very well in 
that second set.  
 And it was unfortunate for me I 
wasn't able to win that second.  She was 
the better player in the tiebreak; she 
played a little more aggressively and won 
those important points.  I was really mad 
with myself that I let the second set go and 
was down 2-0 in the third.  Then I said to 
myself I gotta forget about what happened 
and just regroup, refocus and just start 

from zero.  And then I just got calm again 
and started playing much better.  
 I started being in control again and 
finished the set 6-3, so I am pleased about 
that.  I was able to turn the match around 
when it really mattered, when I was tired, 
when I was really filled up with all these 
emotions.  So I'm glad about that.  It was a 
tough match physically and mentally. 
 
 Q.  It looked like you really enjoyed the 
changeover, the couches on the changeover.  
Are these the most comfortable? 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Yeah, did 
you see me like -- 
 
 Q.  Yeah, we did.  

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  That was my 
way of just getting the energy back 
because like I said, I really lost a lot of 
energy on just being mad at myself.  
That's something I just have to learn how 
to control.  I really hate it that I can't -- it 
really affects my game and I don't do very 
well when I get so mad like that.  So I 
have to change that and somehow learn 
to behave a bit better.  
 But apart from that it's nice to have 
that couch and just sit and relax at 
changeovers, and especially when it gets 
really tight, you just gotta stay loose. 
 
 Q.  You face Serena in the final 
obviously.  You have actually one of the best 
head-to-head records against Serena of players 
who are on tour now.  You've played her nine 
times and won four of them, which is pretty 
good.  

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Isn't it 6-5 or 
6-6?  
 
 Q.  5-4? 
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 JELENA JANKOVIC:  5-4.  But then 
it's with Venus, it's 5-4. 
 
 Q.  With Venus, yeah.  But Serena 
you're playing tomorrow.  (Laughs).  

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Yeah.  I said 
I wasn't good with statistics.  That's for 
sure. 
 
 Q.  What do you think it is about you, 
though, that against both sisters, and Serena in 
particular, that you have been able to go in 
there and play your best tennis against her? 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Can't you 
see I'm strong?  (Laughs).  No.  
Obviously, first of all, I'm going to talk 
about Serena because I'm going to play 
her tomorrow.  She's a great champion 
and one of (the best) if not the best in the 
game, in the history of the game.  So 
she's the toughest opponent to play 
against, and I've had quite a lot of success 
against her, you know, even though she 
has the best serve in the women's game.  
She hits so aggressively.  She has a lot of 
power from all sides, from each -- with 
every stroke.  
 So it's really tough to play against 
her, just to handle her power and try to 
stay in control of the match.  You are 
always -- you have to retrieve or you have 
to find ways to return those balls to her 
and maybe put some pressure.  So we'll 
see.  It's going to be very important for me 
to serve well, to have a high percentage of 
first serves and try to return as many 
serves as possible, and then when we get 
into the point, it's obviously a bit easier, 
but she likes to get that first strike and just 
dominate. 
 

 Q.  Is there any secret to your success?  
I think your winning retention of serves is 
probably better than anyone else on tour right 
now.  

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Yeah.  If I'm 
going to give you the keys to my success, 
that wouldn't be good.  That wouldn't be 
good, obviously.  So I'm going to keep 
those cards in my sleep still.  
 I'm just kidding.  There is no really 
secret.  I just go out there and try to find -- 
you know, I find the keys to play her, and 
it's important not to have that fear.  You 
have to believe you can win.  It doesn't 
matter who's on the other side of the net.  
You've gotta go there thinking you are the 
better player and that you can win that 
match.  Otherwise you have no chance.  
 Like I said, she's No. 1 player in the 
world in the moment, playing so well.  
She's in great form.  She's a favorite.  You 
know, despite her results in the past, I 
mean this year and last year.  But I'm 
going to go out there and try to play my 
best tennis and try to go for it.  I have 
nothing to lose, and it's a great occasion.  
It's the finals.  There is only two left in the 
tournament.  It doesn't get better than that. 
 
 Q.  Jelena, do you remember your 
match against her in Rome a few years ago? 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Yeah.  I 
remember playing both of them.  It lasted 
24 hours.  I played Venus in the quarters.  
I won that match 6-1, 6-0, which I don't 
know how I did that.  And then I played 
Serena in less than 24 hours I beat both of 
them.  It was three sets, 7-6 in the third.  
She was up 5-3 in the tiebreaker and I 
was able to turn it around and win the 
match.  
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 It was an amazing match.  It was a 
battle out there.  We both played some 
great points.  We fought, and I was -- that 
day I was the better one.  So hopefully I 
can play some good tennis again 
tomorrow.  I really have to if I want to have 
a chance. 
 
 Q.  Do you remember what she said to 
you at the net?  You exchanged some words 
about something.  

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  I don't 
remember.  I really don't remember.  I 
have no idea.  You know, I don't know 
what I was saying just now.  A lot of times 
you know my mind just keeps running and 
sometimes it makes sense what I say and 
sometimes it doesn't.  But that's the way it 
is. 
 
 Q.  Some of the fans on Twitter wanted 
me to ask you whether or not you would be 
wearing glitter for your match against Serena, 
because when you played her -- 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  What kind of 
glitter?  
 
 Q.  You tell me.  You were the one 
wearing it at the US Open a few years ago.  

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Oh, glitter.  
Maybe it was the hairspray.  It was the 
hairspray.  You can't glitter during the day.  
It doesn't shine.  I mean it has to be 
cloudy here.  And actually today was 
pretty nice weather.  We got the sun.  The 
sun came out, so that was nice, but the 
last couple of days it was quite cloudy, so 
even if I put glitter, you won't see. 
 
 Q.  Supposed to be sunny tomorrow.  

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  The night 
match would be good so you shine and 
whatever.  I just have the normal 

hairspray.  Can you guys tell I have 
hairspray?  No?  That's like -- I don't know 
if you guys know, my hair is like concrete. 
 
 Q.  You spray it down? 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  It's like it 
doesn't matter if I fall down, if I get 
frustrated, if it's windy, it still stays slick.  
 
 Q.  And you do fall down.  

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  That's for 
sure.  That's for sure.  So I always gotta 
have -- because I have these bangs, you 
know.  So they can't fit in the pony tail, so I 
gotta glue it in.  Imagine if I get frustrated 
with my hair what would that look like!  I 
don't need any. 
 
 Q.  Jelena, you also played Serena in 
the Olympics first round.  Do you remember 
your reaction when that draw came out? 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Yeah.  That's 
always great.  I was like I think the 17th.  I 
just came out to be a seed, to be 16th 
seed, and then I drew Serena in the first 
round.  I mean who wants to play Serena 
in the first round?  But that was the luck -- 
the no luck of the draw at the time, and I 
wasn't in great form at all.  So it didn't 
really matter who I played, and Serena 
was -- and on grass Serena is the 
toughest -- that's where she plays her 
best. 
 But in Wimbledon I drew Clijsters 
first round.  In the Olympics I drew 
Serena.  So it was like with the draws I 
didn't have a lot of luck, but as well I 
wasn't playing good at all, so I didn't 
deserve to have luck at the time.  But now 
that I think I'm playing much, much better.  
I'm getting in form.  My tennis is 
improving.  So now I can ask for -- I can 
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have a little better and higher expectations 
of myself and what I want to do and how 
far I want to go. 
 
 Q.  Jelena, since you've last played 
Serena on clay a couple years ago, have you 
noticed any changes in her clay court game, 
maybe watching her last season that you will 
have to deal with tomorrow? 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  I don't know.  
You know, it's tough to see, you know, 
and watch on TV.  One of her weapons is 
her serve, and you know, she wins her 
service games and saves herself with the 
big serve a lot of times and gets out of 
trouble.  So then she can play a lot more 
freely when she returns and go for her 
shots when she is returning.  So it's tough 
to say.  You know, I will see when I will 
play against her tomorrow, but I don't 
know.  I find the center court a little more 
slippery than the -- what is it called, 
Gibson. 
 DANNY KENDALL:  Althea Gibson.  
 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Yeah.  I kind 
of feel like I'm like a ballerina.  I keep 
going from side to side.  And I don't have 
as good of stability as on the Gibson.  I 
think it has a little less clay on the 
baseline, but more clay inside the court.  
So it's important to move and have your 
balance and not keep falling everywhere, 
but like it is for me it is for her. 
 
 Q.  You play for your second 
championship here, just the importance of 
trying to win a second title at one tournament?  
She's playing for a third championship here, so 
it's kind of a cool matchup to have two former 
champions here, and you're going for your 
second.  The importance of that for your 
career? 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Yeah.  It's 
obviously nice when you have a chance to 
win certain tournaments a couple of times.  
I won Rome a couple of times, and I 
almost did it three times in a row, but it 
didn't happen.  
 So it would be nice to get this title 
here.  It's going to be a really tough one.  
It would be amazing if I can do it to have 
two titles here would be a dream come 
true.  And I'm going to really try my best.  
I'm going to try to give more than my 
maximum and see how it goes. 
 
 Q.  JJ, what do you do tonight to 
recover?  You've had three real long matches 
this week and Serena had a short day, and you 
rely a lot on your movement.  So what do you 
do from here tonight? 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  I'm going to 
get pampered and just relax. 
 
 Q.  Is that something, though, that 
you're worried about at all?  I mean last week in 
Miami you had a great run and sort of fell flat.  

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  If you start 
worrying, I don't think you're going to go 
anywhere.  I'm not going to worry about it.  
Just going to go -- you know, when you 
come to the finish line, of course it's going 
to be my, what, sixth match because I 
didn't have a bye and I played every day.  
Today was my fifth, tomorrow is going to 
be my sixth match in a row, and I played 
semis of Miami, so I still believe in myself.  
I still believe I will have enough gas in the 
tank to play a good match and to compete 
against the best player in the world.  
 I have to stay positive.  If you just 
say, oh, I'm tired, yes, I'm tired.  I played a 
three-set match today and played every 
day pretty much, but that's part of my job, 



Transcripts Provided By: 
 

Kelly McKee Dorsey, CCR, RPR, CRR 
Savannah, GA 

kadmcr@yahoo.com 
912-441-0821 

 
 

5 

and there is no time to complain.  You just 
gotta look forward and prepare myself and 
do whatever it takes to recover my body 
and compete tomorrow.  
 DANNY KENDALL:  Thank you 
guys.  
  
End of Interview 

 
 
 
 


