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Venus Williams defeats Madison Keys 

                       6-4, 6-4 
                 Quarterfinal Round 

            

A Post-Match Interview With: 
 
                   MADISON KEYS 
 

 

 
 DANNY KENDALL:  First 

question for Madison, please.  
 
 Q.  Madison, how hard is it to 

play two matches in a day when the 
second one is against Venus 

Williams? 

 MADISON KEYS:  It's tough.  It 
would have been nice to have a day and 

not an hour and a half.  I mean we all 
had to deal with that.  Well, a lot of us 

had to deal with that today, so it's just 
part of it. 
 

 Q.  Is it at all hard for you, 
especially because you made the 

quarterfinals in the morning and 
that's a big result and you get like a 
few minutes max before you have to 

start thinking about your next match? 

 MADISON KEYS:  Yeah.  Today's 

been bittersweet, quarterfinals and then 
lose like two hours later.  But just taking 
a lot of good things about this 

tournament as well. 
 

 Q.  Had you ever hit with Venus 
as well? 

 MADISON KEYS:  We played on 

a World Team Tennis team, Phillie when  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

I was 14, but other than that, we've 
never hit together. 
 

Q.  So what was it like, because 
I know as the story goes, you kind of 

got into tennis because you saw a 
Venus dress or something like that, 

so was it weird?  Did you ever have a 
moment on court thinking, wow, this 
is my life now, I'm playing against 

Venus Williams? 

 MADISON KEYS:  Not really on 

court, but afterwards, my friend texted 
me, she's like, hey, what are you doing?  
I'm like I don't know, just played Venus 

Williams.  Whatever. 
 

 Q.  No big deal?  (Laughs).  So 
can you talk a little bit about, I guess, 
your first memories of Venus and 

then also what makes her game so 
difficult? 

 MADISON KEYS:  She's an 
amazing returner.  Just put a ton of 
pressure on me on my serve.  And I 

mean she loves the game, obviously, so 
much.  But she has lots of power.  She 

can move well and she has a good 
serve, so it's hard to get on the offense. 
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 Q.  Playing two matches in one 
day is probably something that 

happens more in juniors than on the 
main tour, so when is the last time 

you played twice in a day?  Probably 
more recently than most pro players.  

 MADISON KEYS:  Yeah.  I don't 

know.  Probably three years ago.  
 

 Q.  Like where?  Do you 
remember? 

 MADISON KEYS:  Probably in 

like Tulsa, Oklahoma for an ITF.  
 

 Q.  Let's talk about the match 
that you did win.  So against Bethanie 
you were down 2-4, I think, in the 

tiebreaker and you were 5-1 up, is 
that right, in the first set?  So let's talk 

through that first set a little bit.  

 MADISON KEYS:  You know.  
Get up 5-1 and I was kind of like, wow, 

I'm playing really well, this is going pretty 
well.  And I think I kind of just changed 

my game, stopped being as offensive 
and kind of backed up a little bit.  
 And then she started coming in 

more, and I got tight.  And then after 
that, you know, got down 2-4, had a little 

rain delay, kind of regrouped and was 
able to pull it out. 
 

 Q.  Was it just a matter of kind 
of calming yourself down in that 

tiebreaker because I guess at that 
point things had gone pretty quickly? 

 MADISON KEYS:  Yeah.  It was 

-- I mean I felt like one second it was 
5-2, and then all of a sudden I'm down in 

the tiebreaker for the first set.  So you 
know, it was definitely -- the rain actually 

really helped me just having a second to 
breathe, I think. 
 
 Q.  What were you thinking 

today knowing that you might have to 
play twice?  Like how was your prep 
for today different? 

 MADISON KEYS:  I mean other 
than knowing that, hey, if I win, I'm going 

to have a second match, I didn't really 
think about it.  Just wanted to focus on 
the first match and then if I won, then I'd 

worry about playing twice. 
 

 Q.  I wonder if I can ask you 
about the first set with Bethanie.  The 
young lady was asking you.  When it 

was 5-5, you had three or four calls 
go against you, and I noticed you 

took four or five real deep breaths 
and you kind of, you know, walked 
away a little bit.  I was wondering 

exactly what you were feeling at that 
time, because she had made a nice 

comeback, and as a young player I 
was wondering what you were 
thinking at that point.  

 MADISON KEYS:  Yeah.  I mean 
those balls were -- I mean they were 

called in and then they were overruled 
and they were barely out.  So having 
three back to back to back was a little 

frustrating.  But you know, just had to 
kind of get over it and move on.  
 
 Q.  Is it fair to say that you were 
a fan of the Williams sisters growing 

up? 

 MADISON KEYS:  Yes.  I was. 
 
 Q.  What would you have felt 
like if you were further in the 
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schedule, you'd be playing four times 
back to back to back to back to back 

in one day at a tournament, like 
happened today? 

 MADISON KEYS:  I mean didn't 
really think about it, but it's kind of funny 
how -- I mean I think today's one of the 

best days to have a ticket.  You get to 
see Venus and Serena play four times in 

one day. 
 
 Q.  They might play each other 

in the semis.  Do you remember 
watching any of their matches against 

each other from years ago and what 
your memories are of any of those in 
particular? 

 MADISON KEYS:  I mean I feel 
like there's been so many, I can't 

specifically pick out one.  But they 
always have really great matches 
against each other, and you know, it will 

be really exciting to see what happens. 
 

 Q.  Madison, obviously it's 
been a pretty good tournament for 
like the younger generation players, 

Eugenie got through, you as well.  
When you look back within the last 

like six months or a year, has there 
been a result from like another player 
that you played in juniors who's come 

up through the ranks with you that 
makes you believe now is our time, 

like this next generation to start 
making these moves and get third 
round, fourth round, quarters? 

 MADISON KEYS:  I mean you 
saw Laura she did really well at the US 

Open last year and she did really well in 
Australia.  I think there's a bunch of 
younger players right now that are really 

starting to do well.  They're getting at 
least first round, second round, 

sometimes third rounds.  So I think it's 
great and I think we all are kind of 

rooting for each other. 
 
 Q.  Can you take us through 

yesterday a little bit, how frustrating 
was that?  Did you do anything to 

kind of keep calm and at what point 
during the day did you know that you 
absolutely weren't going on? 

 MADISON KEYS:  Well, we were 
supposed to be at 11.  So I woke up, 

and I was thinking, okay, maybe we can 
get through our match and then it'll start 
raining.  Maybe it'll hold off for a little bit.  

And then when we got here it started to 
sprinkle, and they didn't want to put us 

out while it was kind of raining, so I think 
it was like 11:45 when we went out for 
the first time, and then as we were about 

to do the coin toss, it started raining, so 
we went back inside and then after that, 

it was like every 30 minutes, okay, we're 
hoping we can go on now; okay, maybe 
now.  And then it just kept going on like 

that.  Then it started pouring.  
 So I think it was like 5:30 when 

they decided they were going to cancel 
the top half, and all of the people in the 
top half pretty much just got out of here 

as soon as possible. 
 

 Q.  Do you remember a 
moment, I don't know how old you 
would have been, but when you knew 

that this is what you were going to be 
doing with your life, whether it be sort 

of a dream or an actual reality?  Do 
you remember thinking that at some 
point? 
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 MADISON KEYS:  I mean I feel 
like it's always kind of been my dream 

since I started.  I was never really one to 
want to play college tennis or anything 

like that.  I always just wanted to play 
pro tennis.  But you know, the reality of 
actually doing it is -- didn't really hit me 

until I was playing in the US Open for the 
first time and then I was kind of like, 

wow, I'm actually a pro tennis player.  
This is kind of cool. 
 

 Q.  Now, was that 2011? 

 MADISON KEYS:  Yeah. 
 
 Q.  So you had that good a little 
run at the US Open.  So how did you 

have to go back -- was there a little bit 
of challenge, then, to put in the hard 

work because you got so much 
attention that year when you made 
that run? 

 MADISON KEYS:  It was tough, 
especially because I played the juniors 

that same year, and we had -- it was that 
year where it just rained and rained and 
rained, so we ended up going inside.  I 

ended up losing second round of juniors.  
And after that I was -- that was really 

hard, but you know, after that I think that 
that almost helped me because it just 
helped motivate me to get even better. 
 
 Q.  And that was up in 

Westchester; you weren't even 
playing at the US Open? 

 MADISON KEYS:  No.  We were 

in New Jersey, indoors. 
 

 Q.  That'll keep you humble.  
(Laughs).  Do you remember other 
than obviously playing on courts, did 

you ever hit against a wall or play in a 
parking lot or when you were little 

making some sort of make-shift court 
just to hit a tennis ball or two? 

 MADISON KEYS:  When I was 
younger, my parents would feed me 
balls in our driveway, and we had an 

empty lot across the street and it was my 
whole goal to see how far I could hit the 

ball into the empty lot. 
 DANNY KENDALL:  Any more?  
Thank you very much.  

  
End of Interview... 

  
 
 

 


