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A Post-Match Interview With: 
 

MALLORY BURDETTE 
 

Serena Williams defeats Mallory 
Burdette 
6-4, 6-2 

Third Round 
 
 Q.  Mallory, Serena hit something like 
34 winners, 12 unforced, which is pretty 
incredible and you still won six games and 
were right there with her.  How happy are you 
with your performance today? 

 MALLORY BURDETTE:  I think it 
was an awesome experience out there.  I 
had a lot of fun.  I think I played pretty well 
for the most part.  I don't know.  It's all kind 
of so new.  It just happened.  
 But it was awesome to play out 
there.  I love playing against the top 
players to see how you match up.  That 
was really, really fun, and it's always a 
great learning experience.  You always 
see things that they do a little bit -- a lot 
better than you do and you see a lot of the 
things that you can work on going forward 
so in that way it was just an invaluable 
experience. 
 
 Q.  Obviously this wasn't a match that 
you were expecting to win, but is there 
anything hard when you know you're playing a 
match and if you do you have to come back the 
next day, is that like in the back of your mind at 
all? 

 MALLORY BURDETTE:  

 
 
Yes.  A little bit.  I was just focused on this 
match, one point at a time; and the rain 
yesterday made it a little difficult on 
everybody, but you just have to take it one 
match at a time. 
 
 Q.  You said it's a bit of a blur right now 
looking back on the match, but it seemed like 
you were standing right there with her in the 
rallies.  Were there any certain shots where you 
thought there were moments where you 
remembered, oh, yeah, this is Serena, like in 
your head? 

 MALLORY BURDETTE:  Most 
definitely.  There were a couple of 
backhands up the line, a couple of returns 
where I hardly even saw the ball; it was 
already past me, and obviously some 
awesome serves where, you know, I just 
had no shot.  And she definitely started 
popping them there in the second set, and 
I could definitely feel her turning it on.  
 
 Q.  Were you pretty -- during the match 
are you able to feel proud of yourself that 
you're actually making her step up, because 
she really did have to elevate her game in the 
middle of that first set to really get ahead of 
you.  

 MALLORY BURDETTE:  I was just 
enjoying the moment and trying to take it 
one point at a time.  When you're playing 
players like that, you can't take a break for 
one second, and so I was just trying to 
stay strong each point and do everything 
that I could, get one extra ball back when I 
had a chance to step up, trying to get into 
the court.  Just really, really taking it one 
point at a time. 
 

April 5, 2013 



Transcripts Provided By: 
 

Kelly McKee Dorsey, CCR, RPR, CRR 
Savannah, GA 

kadmcr@yahoo.com 
912-441-0821 

 
 

2 

 Q.  And the ultimate question, how do 
you think your game stacks up against the 
best? 

 MALLORY BURDETTE:  I think I'm 
very happy with the way that I played 
today and how far I've come since I turned 
pro last fall.  But it was -- there are 
definitely lots of things that I still need to 
work on at this point.  And it's exciting.  It's 
a big motivating factor to have played so 
well and to see the things that you can do 
better. 
 
 Q.  We were watching, ESPN showed 
some clips of you from last year when you first 
kind of came on the Tour, and looks like you 
are a lot fitter than you were last year.  Can you 
talk a little bit about your fitness training and 
how that's helped your game? 

 MALLORY BURDETTE:  Yeah.  So 
in the off season, as soon as I turned pro, 
I knew that was one of the biggest things I 
needed to improve upon, and throughout 
the off season I worked with Tim Hardwick 
down in South Florida; he's now in LA.  
But we worked very, very hard.  There 
were some two-week stretches where we 
would do 19 hours of fitness as well as 
tennis just in a two-week span.  And that 
was one of the biggest things that I really 
wanted to improve.  
 It's one thing that you can really 
control is the type of shape that your body 
is in.  And everything else is kind of up to 
the player that you're playing that day and 
things like so.  So I really wanted to take 
care of that aspect of my game, and I'd 
say it's one of the things that I've improved 
the most. 
 And it's definitely hard work, but it's 
absolutely necessary, if number one, you 
want to keep your body in one piece when 

you're playing this much, and number two, 
if you want to compete at this level. 
 
 Q.  Mallory, did you have any sort of 
flashbacks in the second set?  You had that 
swinging valley on set-point-down in the first 
set.  I mean you were playing toe to toe with 
her and just that one ball, and tennis is a game 
of inches.  Is there ever a point in the second 
where your mind flashed back to that moment? 

 MALLORY BURDETTE:  No.  I 
didn't really flash back to that.  I definitely 
should have hit a normal volley instead of 
going for a swinging volley on that one.  
But you know, I guess you live and you 
learn.  I was happy with the way that I got 
into the court when I hit a good serve and 
realized that I had her on the ropes a little 
bit there in that point.  
 But yeah, definitely there were, I 
think, two volleys there in the second set 
that I definitely could have handled a little 
bit better. 
 
 Q.  What about, I mean this is a different 
level, but Sloane was talking about all the 
attention she received after her Australian 
Open run, and this week we saw you on ESPN.  
You're doing more of these sort of things.  
What learning experience have you had this 
week that you weren't really expecting and how 
do you feel like that'll help you moving 
forward? 

 MALLORY BURDETTE:  I think just 
feeling like you belong and getting used to 
being at tournaments throughout the 
entire week.  I was here in qualis, and you 
never know what's going to happen.  I've 
been here for over a week now, and when 
you play qualis, you really get to settle in 
and you get used to wherever you're 
staying and things like that.  So I guess 
just being in one place for a very long 
time.  And you know, Charleston's a great 
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place to get to hang out, so I'm not 
complaining at all. 
 And I guess also just feeling like 
you belong, and even though you had to 
come through qualis, you know, I've only 
been on Tour for a short time and I'm just 
putting in my time in qualifying, and 
hopefully very soon I will be in the main 
draw. 
 
 Q.  I guess kind of a two-part deal.  First 
of all, did you go in there expecting -- did you 
think you could beat Serena going onto that 
court today?  Did you have that in the back of 
your mind I could beat this girl, and number 
two, when you kind of look back on the whole 
thing, where is Charleston going to sit as far as 
a springboard for your career? 

 MALLORY BURDETTE:  To your 
first question, no, I don't think you ever 
walk out on the court and say I'm going to 
beat Serena today.  You just go out there 
and do your best on each point, and you 
know, work hard.  You know, those 
thoughts were never running through my 
head.  And typically that's kind of how I try 
to approach each match, but especially 
when you're playing such a great player, 
you definitely, you know -- winning is not 
always the ultimate goal.  You just have to 
go out there and work hard and kind of 
see what happens.  
 And to your second question, I think 
these past three tournaments have been a 
huge springboard for my career, and I 
remember just last fall I had just left 
Stanford and I was around 150 in the 
world and I was doing tons of fitness and 
working really hard in the off season, and I 
had no idea whether my decision to leave 
was a good idea or if I was going to be 
successful.  And I thought about that 

before I went out there and played the 
match today.  I said, you know, just a 
couple months ago, you know, I didn't 
know whether this was going to work out 
or if I had made the right decision.  And 
you know, it just feels really good to be 
playing well, to be enjoying what I'm doing 
and to be having some success.  So in 
that way I feel very fortunate.  I feel like 
I've come a long way so far, and there's a 
lot more work to be done. 
 
 Q.  Mallory, that's sort of my question.  
Last May you were playing NCAAs and this 
upcoming May you're going to be a direct entry 
into the French Open.  Are you sort of amazed 
at how fast this has all gone? 

 MALLORY BURDETTE:  Yes.  
Definitely.  If someone had told me last 
May that I would be in this position now, I 
would say you're absolutely crazy.  So I 
guess that's just another reason why you 
can't really set expectations on yourself or, 
you know, there's always the fear that 
you'll set them too low.  So you just kind of 
keep going, take things one day at a time, 
and you never know where the hard work 
will take you. 
 
 Q.  Mallory, there's a term called the 
Stanford Duck.  

 MALLORY BURDETTE:  (Nodded 
head). 
 
 Q.  So explain what the Stanford Duck 
is, and did you think that you actually kind of 
have a bit of that, because you always seem 
quite calm and pretty laid back and easygoing.  
But there seems to be kind of a fire there and a 
flurry of hard work going on underneath.  

 MALLORY BURDETTE:  Yes, 
definitely.  The Stanford Duck is the idea 
that you see a duck swimming on the 
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water and they look very calm and on top 
of the water they're just kind of gliding 
along and it looks like they've got it real 
easy, but underneath the water when you 
really get to look at what they're doing, 
you see that their feet are going a million 
miles an hour.  So that's kind of the idea of 
the Stanford Duck.  
 And I think I definitely have a bit of 
that.  It's always an effort to handle your 
nerves and to handle any adversity that's 
thrown at you, and also on the Tour to 
handle kind of being alone at times and 
just being out there by yourself.  And it 
really just all being up to you.  
 And sometimes doubt sets in, or 
you're looking for excuses or ways out and 
things like that.  But in the end you have to 
take full responsibility for what you're 
doing if you want to be a professional 
athlete, and once you get out there on the 
court, especially in this individual sport, it 
is all up to you.  So the Stanford Duck 
definitely -- 
 
 Q.  Suits you? 

 MALLORY BURDETTE:  Yes. 
 
 Q.  Mallory, I want to go back to that 
first swinging volley.  We talked about how you 
had really been kind of toe to toe with Serena, 
and that first missed swinging volley cost you 
the set.  But you came out the second set and 
broke her right off.  Can you, if you even 
remember, tell us what was going on in your 
head between the sets? 

 MALLORY BURDETTE:  I think, 
first of all, I was just thinking about the 
things that worked in the first set and the 
things that didn't work, and you know, kind 
of going over those things in my head, and 

you know, any game plans that I thought I 
needed to change.  
 And I wasn't really thinking about 
the missed swinging volley, you know.  
Yes, that lost me the first set, but there 
were a lot of other points played that got 
me down 5-4 and things like that.  So in 
the end it's just one point, and so I wasn't 
thinking too much about that.  And I was 
actually thinking that it was a good thing 
that I had even gotten to the net.  You 
know, I realized that I had her moving and 
that I had a chance to come in, and so I 
think I was looking to do that more, and 
you know, really jump on any opportunities 
I had.  
 
 Q.  If you had to play her again 
tomorrow, what would you do differently? 

 MALLORY BURDETTE:  That's a 
really good question.  I think it would have 
a lot to do with just the belief, you know, 
going out there.  You know, I played 
Sharapova at US Open last year, and I 
don't have a ton of experience against the 
top players, and so it was more of just 
feeling things out and seeing how I match 
up and what I could do and couldn't do 
against her.  
 And so if I played her tomorrow, I 
would definitely, you know, walk out there 
and feel a little bit more confident, and you 
know, I think that would be probably one 
of the biggest things that I would change.  
  
End of Interview 

 
 
 


