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A Post-Match Interview With: 
  

Jelena Jankovic defeats Jessica 
Pegula 
6-0, 6-4 

Third Round 
 

JELENA JANKOVIC 
 
 THE MODERATOR:  Questions 
for Jelena, please.  
 
 Q.  First off, you didn't appear to be 
affected by the rain delay, and my other 
question is how do these courts play after 
absorbing so much rain like they have today? 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Yeah.  First 
of all, it was very difficult, I think for all of 
us, to wait around and just keep on 
standing by.  You never know when I 
was going to go on court and when was 
my time to play, and I just had to be 
ready all the time and wait, and I was 
scheduled to be third on after 11, and I 
ended up being first, and I was the only 
one that went on court at the end.  
 So at the end of the day I was 
lucky, but I wasn't -- I came out on court 
and played quite well, despite waiting 
around all day and not knowing when I 
was going to go on court.  
 And the Court was obviously so 
because it was quite humid out there 
and there was a lot of rain.  It was wet 
on that court and obviously it wasn't 
playing fast.  It was very slow and the 
balls were quite  

 
 
 
heavy and the overall play was quite 
heavy.  

But I got used to it, and I adjusted 
quite well and I think I did a great job. 
 
 Q.  What are you doing during the 
course of the day to kind of stay ready for 
whenever you get out on the court? 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Yeah, I just 
tried to just rest and just keep myself 
relaxed and really keep the energy 
because I knew it was going to be a long 
day, and I actually thought we were not 
going to go on court, it was going to rain 
the whole day and we were going to play 
tomorrow.  So I was lucky because when 
we went on court, it started drizzling a bit 
and I said oh my God we're going to go 
back again, but it actually ended up 
really good for me that I was able to 
finish the match and I don't have to play 
two matches tomorrow, so it was great. 
 
 Q.  Jelena, you looked more calm and 
composed out there than in your previous 
matches.  

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Yeah.  I 
promised yesterday.  (Laughs). 
 
 Q.  Were you trying -- was that kind of 
part of the plan to try to conserve some 
energy and get through that match as quickly 
as possible considering you weren't sure 
how the conditions were going to go? 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Yeah, 
actually because I waited around all day 
I really wanted to come out and stay 
really focused and try to play some good 
tennis so that I could be finished before 
the rain, because you never know.  It 
could start raining again and we're going 
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to be here all night.  So it was important 
for me to start well and play well 
because I didn't really know my 
opponent.  She's a young player, and I 
never played against her.  So it's never 
easy playing someone that I never 
played against.  And I don't know her 
game at all.  
 So I was really focused and I 
really tried to play -- find keys to win, 
figure out a way to play her. 
 
 Q.  Jelena, the first set went obviously 
your way and the second set was a bit closer 
and you came back from a breakdown.  What 
were your thoughts about her game? 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Yeah.  
When I was on -- I played pretty well in 
the first set.  I didn't like her kick shots, 
and then when I went down 3-1 she 
came up with some really great winners.  
She hits the ball really flat and plays 
aggressive, and it's normal that she's 
going to play some good shots, some 
good games, and I just tried to stay 
positive and just continue to do what I 
do, and I came back and finished the 
match off.  
 But I think she's a great player.  
She has a really good game and she 
has a great future. 
 
 Q.  When you're playing against a 
player like her who's pretty inexperienced, do 
you know if you stay steady, eventually 
mistakes will start to come and that will be 
enough? 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  I think 
overall she has a really aggressive 
game.  She hits the ball very hard and 
very flat.  Sometimes she can hit 
winners from anywhere on the court, but 
then as well a lot of errors can come up 
from both sides.  So I have to play my 

game and really move her around, and 
just don't give her time to set up and hit 
her shots, and I think I did that pretty 
well. 
 
 Q.  And what are your thoughts on 
possibly playing Stosur next? 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Yeah.  We 
played -- I played against her last time, I 
think in Dubai last year, but that was on 
hard courts.  And she beat me last time 
on clay.  I think it was French Open, 
semis, 2010 maybe.  So it will be nice to 
play her again on play.  She plays very 
well on clay and she obviously has that 
good serve and big forehand.  So it's 
going to be a difficult match if she wins 
today, she gets to play on center court 
which seems like -- so we'll see.  I look 
forward to playing first in the 
quarterfinals, whoever it will be. 
 
 Q.  Your doubles partner had to pull 
out today.  Did you make to Andrea at all?  
You guys had a really fun doubles match.  

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Yeah.  We 
laughed like it was an exhibition.  
(Laughs).  
 
 Q.  The crowd loved it.  

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Yeah.  We 
enjoy it.  First of all, we enjoy playing 
with each other doubles, and she's a 
very nice girl and obviously a great 
player.  And it was unfortunate when I 
heard today that she couldn't go forward 
and she has an injury.  
 You know, I just -- I talked to her, 
and it's not -- it's never nice to hear 
when someone is injured, cannot play, 
and especially her.  She has struggled a 
lot the last year or so with different kinds 
of injuries, and it's never nice to see that, 
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so I just wish her just a speedy recovery, 
and I hope that it's nothing serious, that 
she's going to be able to play again 
soon. 
 
 Q.  I also wanted to ask you about 
your brother.  He is very animated during 
your matches.  He gets very -- 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  (Rolling 
eyes).  (Laughing).  
 
 Q.  You obviously notice that.  Does 
that bother you or does that pump you up? 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Yeah, at 
times, you know.  Obviously when I 
started losing everything bothers me.  
That's a fact.  It doesn't matter if it's my 
brother or whoever it is, everything 
bothers me when I'm not doing well, but 
when I'm doing well I don't care what 
he's doing or what anybody else is 
doing.  I'm finding my zone.  
 No, but in general it's nice to have 
part of my family, a member of my family 
with me.  My mother used to travel in the 
past and she was always in the bench or 
in the stadium, in the box watching me 
play, and my mom is now watching from 
home on TV.  So it's nice that my family 
is here and supporting me, and he's just 
being there for me.  He's my brother.  I 
don't think anyone else can wish me 
better than he does or anybody from my 
family. 
 So I enjoy having him around.  
Obviously we fight at times like brother 
and sister and that's normal, but we 
have good times, too. 
 
 Q.  Do you think the high emotions 
run in the family on the court? 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  No.  I think 
that just I understand him from that 
perspective.  It's not easy watching 

someone that you love play, and I think 
even when I watch someone that's my 
friend that I want that person to win, I 
like my guts are just -- my intestines are 
just like in a rope tied up.  I'm so 
nervous.  I understand whether it's my 
brother or my mother or father or 
whoever watches me play, I understand 
that they're nervous and it's not easy for 
them to just watch every point, and 
especially when it gets so tight and we're 
in crucial moments.  It's really not easy.  
I think it's actually easier playing than 
watching.  So I understand them as well, 
and I start yelling, but I'm going to try to 
cut that out.  Like I promised, today I 
was better.  I'm improving.  (Laughs). 
 
 Q.  Has he traveled with you before, 
and if not, your brother, has that given you -- 
I know you've talked about sort of this year 
being a fresh start for you.  Is that a little bit 
of a comfort having him around? 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Yeah.  He's 
traveled with me like a couple years ago, 
and I've had great results with him.  I've 
won quite a few tournaments when he 
was there, and especially in my 
beginning.  And at the time, you know, 
my mom traveled sometimes and then 
my brother would come and it was just 
fun because I just loved having a 
member of my family with me, despite 
having coaches or physios with me, so 
it's nice to just having whatever I have 
just share that with someone who's close 
and who I can really trust.  
 So I enjoy it, like I said, I enjoy 
having my brother around.  He's six 
years older.  He's a little more 
experienced, and but he's goofy, too.  So 
we have a good laugh.  We just enjoy 
each other's companies.  
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 Q.  Going back to Stosur just for a 
second, I know you mentioned her serve and 
her forehand, but on clay especially, what 
makes her so dangerous to you?  How would 
you have to change your game? 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Yeah.  She 
has that good kick serve, and she has 
obviously one of the best serves in the 
women's game.  I think her and Serena I 
think are the two best servers.  
 And you know, playing on clay 
gives her time to setup, because I think 
I've beaten her a lot of times on hard 
courts because it's faster and it doesn't 
give her time to setup and hit that 
forehand.  On clay it's a bit slower so 
she can control the points a little better 
and use her shots a little better.  But as 
well, I like playing on clay.  I think I'm 
excited to move much better than in the 
first round, and I'm finding my game and 
feeling more comfortable playing on this 
surface, so I think it's going to be a really 
good match.  We'll see.  
 
 Q.  You just touched on the question I 
want to ask you, which is after your first 
match you said you were struggling with 
movement on the surface.  

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Yeah. 
 
 Q.  And this evening the conditions 
were much worse and you were moving very 
well.  Can you talk a little bit about that 
transition? 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Yeah.  In 
the beginning of the week, obviously I 
had a few falls.  I fell down like a couple 
times all over the place, and I learned.  I 
learned from my mistakes and just 
obviously just find this fluid in the 
movement.  It's important that I learn 
how to slide and just use that to my 
advantage because if you don't know 

how to move on clay, you're in trouble, 
and in the beginning of the week I didn't 
have a lot of time.  I played semis in 
Miami, and I just had a few days to 
practice before my first match, so it was 
normal to not be 100 percent and not 
move as well as maybe I move now.  So 
hopefully I can just keep improving and 
just sliding in a good way. 
 
 Q.  Just wondered how you're feeling 
physically.  Obviously you had two really 
long matches.  Did you actually welcome a 
little bit of an extra recovery time today, or 
are you actually feeling quite good 
physically? 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Right now 
I'm feeling pretty good physically.  Last 
night I was a little bit exhausted.  I had a 
tough match.  And then today wasn't 
easy because I never -- even though I 
was trying to relax and to save my 
energy, I never knew when I was going 
to go on court, and I wanted to take a 
nap, but I cannot because they are like, 
not before 4, not before 5, not before 6.  
Then I'm like checking, is it raining, is it 
not raining, is it how are the courts and 
all this.  So it's not easy to just kind of 
like, okay, or like go shopping or do 
something.  Maybe if it just rains the 
whole day we can just use it to have a 
go shopping day, but unfortunately we 
didn't, but I did my job which was win the 
match which is more important.  
 
 Q.  With all the Serbs we've come to 
learn different words.  So Ajde? 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Ajde, yeah. 
 
 Q.  Idemo? 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  "Let's come 
on."  Yeah. 
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 Q.  Do they all mean the exact same 
thing? 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Idemo 
means "come on."  Ajde means "let's 
go."  What else do I say?  
 
 Q.  Ajmo? 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  I'm not 
going to teach you the swearing ones. 
 
 Q.  That's okay.  I think Novack 
actually teaches us the swearing ones.  

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  He teaches 
you the swearing ones?  
 
 Q.  He says them.  

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  He says 
them.  It's normal.  I'm going to tell you I 
don't swear off the court, but on the court 
I swear inside myself and if I do I try to 
put it in a towel so people cannot hear it.  
(Laughs).  
  
End of Interview... 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


