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Venus Williams defeats Monica Puig 

2-6, 7-5, 6-3 
 
Post-Match Press Conference With: 

 MONICA PUIG 
 

 
Q. Monica, you had a long 

match back in Brisbane against Curbin 
and then today and you are pushing 
these players.  Can you talk a little bit 
about the match and how you feel like 
you are stacking up against some of 
the elite? 

MONICA PUIG:  Well, I think the 
match went very well at some points and 
not so well in others.  But I mean in the 
first set it just took me a while to get used 
to her pace and all that stuff.  I mean, I 
practiced with her last year twice.  So I 
knew kind of what to expect, but, you 
know, it was a year ago.  So I have to get 
used to it all over again.  

So it took me a little bit of awhile.  
In the second set I really, you know, found 
my groove, had a couple more 
opportunities and I took them very well.  
And in the third set I think she started 
really well, very solid off her serve.  And I 
mean she made some great returns as 
well.  So I started finding my way back in 
the end of the third and, you know, she 
played a great game there at 5-3.  I mean, 
anything could have happened, it was just 
a matter of one break. 

But again, I mean, I'm not losing six 
love, six love, 6-1, 6-2, you know, I'm 
pushing these girls to the limit and I think 
as I mature and my game gets better  

 
 
 
 
 

some of these matches may turn out in my 
favor. 

 
Q.  How familiar are you with 

green clay?  Do you play on it a lot 
down in Florida? 

MONICA PUIG:  Yeah.  When I 
was starting to play tennis like a lot of the 
local serious tournaments were always on 
green clay or a hard court.  So I played on 
it a lot.  And I mean it's faster than red 
clay.  So, I mean it's kind of like a hard 
court except you have to slide and some 
bad bounces. 

But I mean, I like the clay.  You put 
me on any surface and I'll adapt to it fast.  
I mean, you have to -- if you want to be a 
great player, you have to learn on every 
single surface and win on every single 
surface so it's okay with me. 

 
Q.  You had a conversation with 

the umpire in the second set.  Was that 
about crowd noise?  We couldn't hear 
it.  

MONICA PUIG:  I mean I know that 
a lot of people are rooting for her and, you 
know, obviously in a match it gets really 
intense at one point and I think the fans 
want to get into it so much they feel what 
we are feeling, you know, kind of like that 
intense moment where you just want to, 
you know.  

So I mean, I can't blame any of 
them because they came out here to 
support us and I mean it's just a matter of 
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those like little crucial points, all of a 
sudden you hear something it's like oh, 
no.  So, yeah, no, I mean, I can't complain 
because it was such a great crowd, such a 
great atmosphere and they stayed so late 
to watch us play, so I can't stay anything. 

 
Q.  Can you talk a little bit about 

the transition from juniors to the pro 
level and how that's been for you? 

MONICA PUIG:  I don't think it took 
me too long to adjust.  I played my first 
WTA event right after I was No. 2 in the 
world in juniors.  And the first thing I 
noticed was that it was very physical.  
You're breathing was out of control after a 
really, like a five point, five shot rally.  So 
that was the toughest thing for me.  

And obviously the depth of the ball.  
I mean, if you don't hit the ball deep 
against some of these girls, they are just 
going to hit you off the court.  That was 
something I definitely had to work on.  It's 
getting much better.  Obviously I still need 
to work on it, but I think, just, you know, 
playing all the Grand Slams and the 
juniors and getting to the final two of them, 
being two in the world in juniors it gave me 
a lot of confidence coming in here.  

And it's been a long, tough road so 
far here, but I think I have been doing well 
for myself.  And little by little like I did at 
the juniors, I didn't get to two in the world 
overnight, it took me step by step and I 
think it's going to be the same thing here 
in the pros.  But I know that my game is 
good enough and I know I'm mentally 
strong to do it. 
 

Q.  So now that you have had a 
few good results and you are doing 

well, what are your goals this year?  
Are you reassessing? 

MONICA PUIG:  I don't think I 
should because honestly it's just a matter 
of time before things start falling into 
place.  I feel it.  I know that, I mean I'm not 
afraid of coming against these girls all 
today.  Before I mean coming out of the 
juniors and playing a match like I would 
have tonight I think I would have been 
scared out of my mind, a lot of nerves.  

But today I was very relaxed and 
that's the kind of feeling I want to have, 
you know, just a relaxed feeling knowing 
that I'm going to go out there and do my 
best and, you know, what I did.  And I still 
need to go back out and work on a couple 
things, but I know I'm on the right track. 

 
Q.  You see a lot of the players 

stick to have friends that are from their 
country.  You are obviously the top 
ranked player from Puerto Rico and 
there aren't many from your country.  
Who do you spend time with and do 
you find that tough being with them? 

MONICA PUIG:  I mean, my team 
is just so great.  They help me out.  It's 
kind of tough to, you know, mingle and 
tingle with the girls who you are going to 
play against because if you get too close, 
then when you are going to play them you 
are like oh, my God, I'm playing my best 
friend or Oh, my God, I'm playing a really 
good friend of mine.  It's like a little added 
pressure.  I had a lot in the juniors, so I 
was everybody's friend and when I was 
going to go and play I was like oh, I'm 
going play my friend.  

So it's just the pressure of that.  But 
I mean supporters in Puerto Rico.  Some 
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of the Puerto Rican athletes, we support 
each other, we truly like in the world 
baseball classic was two weeks ago and I 
was supporting all of the baseball players 
and then this time they were all supporting 
me.  So, you know and JJ Bereria, I have 
so many people who are supporting me 
over there and I support them.  So it's just 
a little nice system. 

 
Q.  How would you define Pica 

power?  It's the main question we 
wanted to know today.  

MONICA PUIG:  Yes.  Well, it really 
came about when in Spanish you would 
use (SPEAKING IN SPANISH) and that's 
kind of like grind it out, you know, pick 
away at the stone until it's not perfect, you 
keep picking away, you keep picking 
away.  And, you know, I just got Pica out 
of there and just it really stuck with me.  
And then I just started developing it into 
Pica power which I use now and, you 
know, a lot of people are getting used to it.  
A lot of people are calling me Pica for 
now.  So it's really nice.  And I mean, I just 
hope that continues and gets bigger 
because I really like it so -- 

 
Q.  Do you enjoy Twitter? 
MONICA PUIG:  Oh, yes.  I'm like, I 

check it like if it's the newspaper every 
morning, I wake up and that's the first 
thing I check in the morning.  So, yeah, I 
think Twitter is awesome. 
 

Q.  One other sort of dumb 
question.  How do you pronounce your 
last name? 

MONICA PUIG:  Puig. 
 

Q.  Puig.  And do you feel at 
home in the U.S.?  Obviously in Puerto 
Rico you are a big figure but you sound 
like any American sounds.  

MONICA PUIG:  Well, I live in 
Miami so obviously you have to speak 
English, but Miami is very multi cultural.  
So you have a lot of Puerto Rican, 
Dominicans, a whole mix of people.  So 
you are talking English and Spanish.  But I 
speak Spanish very well and I speak 
English very well.  

So it's just, I mean, I like being 
Puerto Rican.  If I had a choice of being 
USA and Puerto Rican, I think I would still 
stick with Puerto Rico because it's so -- 
it's, I mean, being the only one from that 
country, it makes me fell really special that 
I'm able to tennis on the island and just be 
recognized as a top figure over there. 

 
Q.  Monica, I wanted to ask about 

the first set.  You got a little lead on 
you and then you actually have a point 
to tie it up at three.  Do you think that 
was a huge turning point for you there 
in that first set?  Is that something that 
you look back you'll look back on and 
say, man, if I had gotten that, who 
knows what would have happened the 
rest of that match? 

MONICA PUIG:  Yeah.  Well, I 
mean, there were many points in the 
match that could have gone either way.  
And maybe, you know, I still have to 
mature in a lot of things, definitely on the 
court.  Some of my shot selection, you 
know, being a little bit more patient at 
times, maybe getting a couple balls back.  
But you know, I'm going to look back at 
this match and say, you know, I fought it, I 
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didn't go down easy.  I gave her a fight.  
I'm putting my name out there.  

I hear in the locker room sometimes 
the girls don't know I'm there and then 
they are like who are you playing, Monica 
Puig, and they are like oh, God, she is 
tough.  So I'm giving that type of like 
reputation to myself.  

And yes, I mean, I would have 
really liked to come out with a victory 
today, but I'm just going to take away the 
positives and work on the negatives so 
next time I can be a better player. 

 
Q.  With being Puerto Rican is 

there a Puerto Rican tennis 
Federation?  Just kind of asking about 
support.  Because obviously the USTA 
girls, U.S. they get all the USTA funding 
and training.  How have you been able 
to go about it as a junior and now as a 
pro? 

MONICA PUIG:  Well, we have the 
PRTA, which is Puerto Rican Tennis 
Association and we also have the olympic 
committee and department of, you know, 
recreation and sports over there and they 
help me.  At the beginning it was kind of 
difficult because in order to for them to 
help you, you have to win metals in the 
Pan American games and the central 
American games.  

So I got a gold in the central 
American and a silver in the Pan American 
games.  So it was able for me to, you 
know, get more help.  And they have been 
amazing.  Since I was 14, I started playing 
for Puerto Rico and they have just, you 
know, stuck by me all the way.  

I know it's been a lot of ups and 
downs but they always see the positive in 

everything and everything time I go to 
Puerto Rico they always want to see me 
and they wish me the best.  So I'm very 
blessed. 

 
Q.  How did you get started in 

tennis?  Just kind of a general 
question, but we are sort of getting to 
know you.  Was it family? 

MONICA PUIG:  Well, I used to 
copy my brother a lot because I didn't 
really know what to do.  I did ballet and 
then my friend at the time moved away so 
I was like, I'm not going to do this alone.  
So my brother did baseball, I did baseball.  
My brother did karate, I did karate.  

I was like I'm getting bored with 
this.  And my mom used to play tennis 
when she was younger and she was like, 
why don't you try it and I'm like okay, why 
not.  And I just started playing a couple 
clinics, nothing too serious.  So then I 
really started to get into when I was 14. 

 
Q.  So how old when you first 

started the clinics? 
 MONICA PUIG:  Six. 
 
Q.  Thanks.  Just one last 

question on the juniors.  Like you said 
you were friends with everybody in 
juniors and now those juniors are 
going to be pros along with you.  

MONICA PUIG:  Yeah. 
 

Q.  So who were those other 
players that you were kind of close to? 

MONICA PUIG:  Well -- 
 
Q.  In Juniors? 
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MONICA PUIG:  The only thing is 
that sometimes the relationship -- a lot of 
the times with the girls, not the men, you 
beat the player they are not your friend 
anymore.  And you know, I'm just kind of 
like, really, you know.  It's not that way 
because you end up seeing them almost -- 
I mean who are you going to be friends 
with on the tour if you see each other 
every single week?  

It's like, okay, you are going to be 
mad at me because of this time that you 
won and, you know.  I mean, you are 
going to win some, you are going to lose 
some.  But why throw something special 
away because of a match.  So, don't really 
have those friends anymore. 

 
Q.  You beat them all. Beat them 

too, it's not your fault.  
 MONICA PUIG:  It was kind of 

sad.  But, you know, I have my friends 
which is my team and, you know, I have a 
little stuffed pig that I travel with all the 
time.  So he is my best friend no matter 
what. 

 
Q.  Who is your team, what's --  
MONICA PUIG:  Well, I have my 

mom, my coach, my dad at home.  My 
brother, he is in college and he is, you 
know, crazy looking at all my matches and 
he even criticizes me sometimes.  And he 
doesn't know anything about tennis.  And, 
you know, just everybody in general who 
works behind the scenes with me. 

 
Q.  Monica, you say you are 

becoming more known in the locker 
room for your reputation.  Are you 
being more well-known in Puerto Rican 

from people who don't even follow 
tennis, they recognize you? 

MONICA PUIG:  Oh, yeah, I'm out 
in the mall.  

 
Q.  How do you do that? 
MONICA PUIG:  I'm out on the 

streets, people will stop me and say can I 
have your autograph, can we take picture 
with you?  In Puerto Rico since the sports 
are very big I'm a pretty big public figure 
over there.  And it's kind of nice because I 
mean it shows that people are paying 
attention to what you are doing and there 
is a lot of people who support you.  

And Puerto Rican sports is huge.  
So anything that's sports related 
everybody is watching it hands down.  I 
mean today I had about like 10,000 twitter 
messages saying that we are going to be 
watching the match, good luck and 
everything.  So I was like really excited. 

 
Q.  You like that?  Do you like all 

that attention? 
MONICA PUIG:  Oh, yeah, I like it.  

I like the support.  I like the attention, you 
know.  I'm very bubbly.  I'm going to be 
friends with everyone.  I always like to talk 
to whoever it is, if they stop to talk to me, 
I'm going to stop to talk to them.  

It's just who I am.  It's how I was 
brought up.  So I'm never going to give 
anybody the cold shoulder.  That's just the 
way I am.  

End of Interview... 
 


