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Mallory Burdette defeats Sabine Lisicki 

3-6, 7-6, 7-5 
 
Post-Match Conference with: 
 MALLORY BURDETTE 
 

 
Q. Mallory, you went from serving 
for the match at 40 love to having to get 
it on your sixth match point and if you 
could even remember when or what 
you were thinking during that period, 
could you share it with us? 
 MALLORY BURDETTE: There 
were lots of things going through my mind 
obviously.  I think the biggest thing was I 
was just trying to focus on that moment 
and what I needed to do to, you know, 
play a successful point.  And one of the 
biggest things that I was thinking about 
and trying to execute was just pick a target 
on every ball and hit my target. 
 And, you know, I knew, I knew she 
wasn't going to give it to me and so that's 
why, you know, I definitely had to work for 
it there at the end.  And so I just needed to 
pick a target on each one of my shots and 
stay aggressive and keep doing what 
worked for me to get to that point. 
 
Q.  Had it ever before taken you six 
point matches to win a match? 
 MALLORY BURDETTE:  I'm sure it 
has at some point, but this one I think is 
definitely the most memorable at this point 
in my career. 
 
Q.  Mallory, it's been a couple of wins 
now and now you knock off a girl that's 

 
 
 
 
 
 won here, a girl that won in 48 minute 
here yesterday and clearly a fan 
favorite. Did it start hitting your mind 
this could be a break out week, this 
could be a special week for me? 
 MALLORY BURDETTE:  You 
know, for me it already has been a very 
special week and lots of fun.  I have really 
enjoy myself here in Charleston.  My mom 
is from here originally and so we have had 
a lot of fun going out to dinner and I just 
feel very relaxed and comfortable here.  
And that was kind of the same way I was 
feeling out there on the court today and I 
think that definitely helped me pull through 
that match. 
 And I'm really looking forward to my 
next round, I think it will be a great 
experience to play Serena and to see how 
my game matches up against the best. 
 
Q.  How big of a deal is it to play in 
your mom's hometown?  I mean it's not 
your hometown, but she is from here.  
So what's that like and now that you 
are winning here does that kind of add 
more to the enjoyment? 
 MALLORY BURDETTE:  Of course.  
I think Charleston is a great town and it's 
just a lot of fun.  My dad has been here all 
week.  My mom had to go back to Georgia 
and go to work, but maybe she'll make it 
over tomorrow, I'm not sure. 
 So it definitely adds to the fun of 
being here back in the south just one state 
away from my home state.  So I have 
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really, really enjoyed myself here in 
Charleston. 
 
Q.  Mallory, some of the recent years 
USTA players have talked about 
dealing with pressure being in the 
spotlight, the expectation whether it's 
from fans or the media.  How have you 
been handling the expectation based 
on your recent results? 
 MALLORY BURDETTE:  I think I 
have still got a long way to go.  And, you 
know, even when I have a big win like this, 
you know, there are definitely things that I 
still need to continue to work on.  And I 
think a lot of my goals and things like that I 
keep to myself and I talk to my coach and 
talk to him about them and my sports 
psychologist Alexis Castorri and we kind 
of -- even when the media or other people 
outside of my team may have different 
expectations, I know what I need to do 
and the steps that I need to take to 
continue to improve. 
 And so those are the things that I'm 
focused on.  And, you know, definitely 
keep my sights on, you know, my team 
and the people that are close to me and, 
you know, not so much on the outside and 
what other people think. 
 
Q.  Mallory, what's your mom's maiden 
name?  Where did she go to high 
school?  And did you come here much 
as a kid? 
 MALLORY BURDETTE:  No, I have 
only been here once before.  My mom's 
maiden name is Bernat.  She went to high 
school here, I'm not sure exactly what the 
name of the high school is.  But, yeah, she 

-- I'm pretty sure she spent all of her high 
school years here in Charleston. 
 So we didn't have a chance while 
she was here, but we wanted to go over to 
-- was it James island?  That's where she 
lived, she wanted to go over there and 
show us her house but we didn't get a 
chance to do that yet.  Maybe tomorrow or 
in later. 
 
Q.  Can you spell her last name? 
 MALLORY BURDETTE:  B E R N A 
T. 
 
Q.  You play Serena next.  Have you 
met her before?  You guys ever talked? 
 MALLORY BURDETTE:  No.  I 
mean, I have passed her and said hi, but I 
have never had a conversation with her. 
 
Q.  Can you talk a little bit about your 
kind of first memories of her as a 
player and did you watch her growing 
up at all? 
 MALLORY BURDETTE:  Of course, 
yes.  I have watched both her and Venus 
play so many times.  One of the most 
memorable times was when they -- when 
Venus and Serena actually played each 
other in the U.S. Open.  I think I was there 
live, I'm not sure if I was playing in the 
juniors or if my sister was playing, but I 
definitely watched them play quite a bit 
and I have a ton of respect for them.  And 
I think they are two of the greatest of all 
time and I'm very excited to see kind of 
how I match up. 
 
Q.  There are a whole lot of young 
Americans right now.  Can you talk a 
little bit about the camaraderie between 
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you-all and is it helpful to have so 
many others around? 
 MALLORY BURDETTE:  Yes, it is 
definitely helpful to have so many other up 
and coming Americans who have, you 
know, Madison Keys, Grace Min, Melanie, 
you know, and see Bethanie Mattek 
coming back and doing really well and 
obviously Sloane, it's awesome to have 
such a great group around. 
 And it's also really great that we all 
work with USTA in some way.  So here at 
this tournament I'm working with, you 
know, Troy Hahn and the USTA.  And so 
it's awesome, we have a good group, we 
are always warming up together and so 
it's a lot of fun. 
 
Q.  Mallory, growing up in Georgia you 
must have played on green clay a lot, 
right? 
 MALLORY BURDETTE:  Yes. 
 
Q.  It's sort of a regional surface 
around these parts, right? 
 MALLORY BURDETTE:  Right, 
having trained in south Florida there is a 
lot of green clay. 
 Q.  So how much has that helped 
you here?  And what do you make of 
the surface, it is the only stop on the 
tour with it? 
 MALLORY BURDETTE:  I really 
like the green clay.  In US junior tennis 
you play a lot on green clay and I was 
actually -- I actually did pretty well in the 
juniors on green clay and so I really enjoy 
it.  And I definitely look forward to getting 
over to the red clay though, you know, it's 
really fun. 

Q.  Are there any secrets to success on 
green clay that are unique to this 
unique surface? 
 MALLORY BURDETTE:  It's always 
a good thing to know how to slide.  Other 
than that, it's just kind of the same game 
plan.  It's a little bit slower obviously than 
hard and I like that quite a bit.  It gives me 
a chance to really set up for my shots and 
target and go for it. 
 
Q.  Is it harder sliding on green and red, 
is it sticky or wet in some spots? 
 MALLORY BURDETTE:  Yeah, I 
would say sliding is a little bit easier on the 
red clay.  A little bit thicker. 
 
Q.  Mallory, so two top 50 wins now and 
you also got a set off Kirilenko back in 
Indian Wells.  So do you feel like you 
belong now?  Getting there? 
 MALLORY BURDETTE:  A little bit, 
I don't, you know, I just -- I try not to worry 
about, you know, whether I belong or 
whether I should be here.  Just kind go out 
there and take things one day at a time, 
one point at a time and matches and, you 
know, do the best that I can. 
 There is always more improvement 
to be done, you know.  So, I'm really 
looking forward to my match tomorrow.  I 
think that will be a very good -- you know, 
see where I match up against one of the 
greatest of all times, so. 
 
Q.  And you are obviously very tight 
with Sloane.  Did you get a chance to 
talk to her after last night at all? 
 MALLORY BURDETTE:  No, I 
haven't talked to her.  But I definitely am 
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planning to get in contact with her today 
and -- 
 
Q.  Mallory, I read about you falling 
asleep under the ball basket when you 
were a little girl.  Can you talk about the 
role your mom played in developing all 
of you and where you are now? 
 MALLORY BURDETTE:  My mom 
has been a huge part of all of my brothers 
and sisters and I's tennis career.  She -- 
she wanted us to play a sport, I think it 
was either golf or tennis.  And with four 
kids, having all of them in the same sport 
was much easier than having everybody 
going to different events each weekend. 
 So, I was the youngest of the family 
and so as soon as I was able to wield a 
tennis racket I was out there on the court 
hitting with my, you know, older siblings.  
And yeah, I don't necessarily remember 
the story about falling asleep under the 
tennis basket, but I don't doubt that it 
happened. 
 And my mom, you know, I feel like I 
was very lucky to be the youngest in my 
family to feel like my parents had all the 
kinks worked out by the time I came 
around, they knew exactly how they 
wanted to develop me as a tennis player 
and part of that was moving down to 
Florida in high school and training with 
Nick Saviano. 
 And so I think I'm very, very 
fortunate to come from such a big tennis 
family.  I have also learned so much from 
my sisters as well. 
 Q.  Mallory, you mentioned awhile 
ago that you worked with a sports 
psychologist which I wish a lot more young 
players would do.  Are you able to make a 

connection for us between that and what 
you were able to do today? 
 MALLORY BURDETTE:  Oh, it's 
been huge.  I have worked Alexis Castorri 
since I was 14 years old and she has 
been a huge part of my career, just always 
there for me.  And a lot of times as a 
tennis player, especially in the juniors a lot 
of times the things that bother you on 
court are issues that are going on off 
court. 
 And so whether it's living away from 
home and, you know, trying to balance 
school and tennis, you know, having a 
sport psychologist, somebody to bounce 
ideas off of and somebody to kind of just 
help you organize your life and think 
through different situations that you are 
put in has been huge for me over the 
course of my career. 
 And I still talk to her on a regular 
basis and, you know, I think she is 
someone who I will know for the rest of my 
life and she has been a huge supporter. 
 
Q.  Can you talk a little bit about the 
advantages of playing college tennis?  
And did your mother play junior tennis 
or high school tennis? 
 MALLORY BURDETTE:  No, my 
mom did not play junior or high school 
tennis.  But I think the advantages of 
playing college tennis are just learning 
how to balance so many different things all 
at once from captain's responsibilities on 
the team to your own tennis game to your 
schooling. 
 I think I have, you know, learned so 
much from my experience at Stanford and 
being at a top, you know, academic 
university as well as an athletic university, 
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it was just awesome for me.  And I think it 
really did prepare me very well for playing 
on the Pro Tour where you are balancing 
lots of things as well. 
  End of Interview... 
   


