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Carolina Wozniacki defeats Silvia Soter-Espinosa 

6-1, 6-1 
 
Post-Match Press Conference with: 

 
CAROLINE WOZNIACKI 

 
 

Q. Caroline, it seemed like you 
were very comfortable hitting from the 
back and just kind of forcing your 
opponent to make mistakes.  Talk 
about your comfort level out there 
today because it just seemed like it's 
one of those things you have reached.  

CAROLINE WOZNIACKI: 
Yeah, I felt like I served really well today.  I 
returned really well.  I think, you know, 
playing the first match on clay it's always 
difficult to slide and really move 
unbelievably, but you know, I felt like I did 
a pretty good job out there and I'm 
pleased with my work. 
 
 Q.  Caroline, the last time you 
played here you hurt your ankle, 
obviously -- 

CAROLINE WOZNIACKI: The 
last time I won, but the time before, right. 
 
 Q.  Okay.  But once upon a time 
here you hurt your ankle.  So when you 
come back on a stadium when that 
happens is that at all in the back of 
your mind having that bad moment on 
the Court again? 

CAROLINE WOZNIACKI: You 
know, almost every time I have hurt my 
ankle it's been on clay, so obviously that's  

 

 
 
 

 
a little bit in the back of your mind.  But at 
the same time I felt a lot of sliding and I 
decided to tape up both my ankles when I 
got there so I think I'm pretty protected 
and I feel like when you play, you just 
play.  You don't really think about it.  But, 
you know, obviously the first couple of 
times you are going on court you are like a 
little bit nervous. 
 
 Q.  Is the green clay at all stickier 
do you think? 

CAROLINE WOZNIACKI: It's 
different for sure.  You know, it depends if 
it's wet or not because it's slippery when 
it's dry and it's very sticky when it's wet.  
So I think that's also one of the reasons 
why sometimes there is ankle injuries. 
 
 Q.  And you think it was wet 
when you hurt yours? 

CAROLINE WOZNIACKI: 
Well, you know, yeah, because I was 
running up to a jump shot in the back of 
the court, so I was running up and it was 
already a long, long point and I just 
remember I wanted to stop and I didn't put 
all my weight on my foot, but then I don't 
know, I just -- my foot just went over, 
straight over and it was quite bad because 
I didn't expect to just stand like -- just stop 
and that was what happened.  

But, you know, that was close 
to the net and where we didn't play, so 
obviously that was more wet than the rest 
of the court. 
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 Q.  Do you think you had similar 
problems on red clay, sort of uneven 
courts like that, have you? 

CAROLINE WOZNIACKI: If I 
have had problems.  
 
 Q.  Like uneven like wetness on 
red clay as much? 

CAROLINE WOZNIACKI: Red 
clay are probably more even courts than 
the green clay.  Green clay is probably a 
bit more like the hard courts than red clay. 
 
 Q.  I was wondering if you could 
talk a little bit about your coaching 
relationship with your dad.  I know it's 
always complicated I guess when you 
are working with family, but some 
people seem to really like it and it 
seems to have worked for you 
throughout the years.  

CAROLINE WOZNIACKI: 
Yeah, obviously it's worked pretty well.  I 
have done pretty well in my career so far 
and, you know, I have a very close 
relationship with my dad and, you know, 
he has coached me since I started 
playing.  So I like it this way.  And I am 
pretty sure that this is how it's going to be 
until I finish playing because I feel it's the 
way I can, you know, get the most out of 
my tennis. 
 
 Q.  When you are having a bad 
day how do you separate that from the 
relationship, from the coaching 
relationship? 

CAROLINE WOZNIACKI: 
Well, the thing is, you know, he is my 
coach on the court and obviously just after 
the match he tells me some of the things 

that I need to work on or things that were 
great and, you know, when I get back to 
the hotel if I don't feel like talking to 
anyone, I just stay in the room and I chill 
and I do whatever I want.  

But, you know, obviously he is 
a dad as well and, you know, when we are 
having dinner at night it's not like he is 
talking about the match or about tennis, 
you know, it's just trying to be as normal 
as possible. 
 
 Q.  Caroline, some of the other 
players have said with respect to the 
green clay that it's difficult for them to 
slide through the hit so that you are 
sliding maybe less so than on red clay 
where they all say they slide for like 5 
feet. Is that kind of -- would you agree 
with that assessment of the green 
clay? 

CAROLINE WOZNIACKI: 
Yeah, and I absolutely do not mind that.  I 
think it's great, I think it's good that you 
don't keep sliding because it's -- you 
know, the more slide, the more it's about 
the technique, but the faster players are, 
you know, it's -- they definitely have 
advantage on courts where you don't just 
keep sliding because if you keep sliding, 
you lose seconds and you lose time and 
it's not as big an advantage to be fast and 
yeah. 
 
 Q.  And then another question 
for you.  Stacey Allister at a conference 
was talking about tennis as whether it's 
a fan friendly sport or not a fan friendly 
sport.  And there was one quote where 
she said it was a little bit less fan 
friendly because we tell the fans when 
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they can go into the court, when they 
can't go into the court.  We tell them 
they have to be quiet during play, you 
know, little things like that. I mean kind 
of what's your general take as to how 
tennis is for fans? 

CAROLINE WOZNIACKI: I 
think it's a very fan friendly court.  First of 
all, the court isn't that big so everyone will 
have a good view of the tennis which first 
of all, I think is great because sometimes 
you go to football games or whatever and 
you are sitting so far away that, you know, 
even if you wanted to, you can't really see.  

So, you know, I think that's 
one great thing.  And second, you know, 
to see the athleticism and the power and 
everything that goes into tennis, I think 
that's impressive.  You know, even if I sit 
on the side line, I think it's a very fan 
friendly game.  And obviously, you know, 
maybe if they are allowed to be louder or 
whatever. 

You know, but at the U.S. 
Open again, it's different.  People are 
loud, they scream, they cheer and, you 
know, it's different.  And then Wimbledon 
everybody knows to be quiet.  So I think 
it's just about the tradition and I think it's -- 
I think it's a fan friendly sport. 
 
 Q.  How do you compare it to 
being a golf spectator? 

CAROLINE WOZNIACKI: A 
golf spectator.  
 
 Q.  Like tennis versus -- 

CAROLINE WOZNIACKI: 
Well, a golf spectator is probably more like 
going out for a picnic, you know, you walk 
around and it's nice and it's chilled and 

prepared.  You are not allowed to take 
pictures.  You are not allowed to really 
have your phone on you.  All these things, 
you know.  

So I guess that's even more 
strict than tennis is, but at the same time I 
like the atmosphere.  I like to just have a 
walk around and feel like you are actually 
active doing something and not sitting 
down all the time. 
 
 Q.  Caroline, how was it for you 
kind of shifting gears mentally from the 
trip you had planned to deciding to 
come here and suddenly play, play 
tennis? 

CAROLINE WOZNIACKI: 
Well, you know, I planned to practice this 
week and just do my thing, but at the 
same time when I didn't play into the 
second week of Miami I just thought, you 
know, I'm having that week off basically, 
you know, I'm practicing, but I'm not 
playing matches and, you know, thinking 
about it I would have four weeks off and 
then play Stuttgart.  

So I just decided that this one 
would be a great week for me and just see 
how it goes and I just got a few matches 
in. 
 
 Q.  Caroline, was your 
performance today all you could ask 
for or was this just a case of your 
strengths matched up well against her 
weaknesses and it kind of worked out 
to be a pretty dominant match? 

CAROLINE WOZNIACKI: I 
don't know.  You know, I'm pretty pleased 
about the tennis today and I'm pretty 
pleased about how everything turned out.  
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I'm happy about my serve.  I thought I had 
a lot of power into my serve and I think I 
put in a lot of first serves and the returns 
were good and basically just put the 
pressure on her straight away. 
 
 Q.  You said you were going to 
the Masters next week.  Can you talk a 
little bit, do you get nervous when you 
are watching him play?  You hear a lot 
of people say that they would rather be 
actually playing a sport than watching 
it.  

CAROLINE WOZNIACKI: 
When I'm walking out there I'm okay, I'm 
not as nervous, but obviously if it gets 
tight, when he is in contention and he has 
a possibility to win, obviously I do get 
nervous because I have absolutely no 
control or power over it.  

So, obviously, yes.  But I think 
it's worse to watch on TV because you are 
just sitting there and you have no clue, 
you know, you don't even -- you can't -- 
like at least when you're walking there you 
can see how he is feeling, if he is feeling 
confident, if he is feeling good about it or, 
you know, you kind of have a little bit of an 
idea.  

But if you just sit at home, it's 
like okay, come on, just make the putt. 
 
 Q.  Do you think that golf results 
are sort of more random and 
unpredictable than tennis? 

CAROLINE WOZNIACKI: I 
don't know.  I think if you are -- I think if 
you are a great player, you are a great 
player and I think it's very similar to tennis.  
I think it's maybe easier for somebody who 
isn't -- isn't on the best level to sometimes 

make a good result.  I think it might be 
easier.  

But again, you know, there is 
-- it's such a tough sport and to be at the 
top of that game you really need to be 
mentally strong, you need to be great, you 
need to play well almost every week. 
 
 Q.  Caroline, do you get -- do you 
get recognized by golf galleries a lot?  I 
mean, do people -- when you walk 
around the course do they know who 
you are because of your tennis game or 
simply because they follow Rory and 
know that you two are dating? 

CAROLINE WOZNIACKI: 
Well, I hope people see me as more than 
just Rory's girlfriend, you know.  I would 
like to be known for my tennis.  So I hope 
that's why. 
 
 Q.  Among golf galleries, yeah.  

CAROLINE WOZNIACKI: So 
I'm definitely not just a wag as they say. 
 
 Q.  Caroline, can you just talk 
about your next match in tennis, you 
are going play the winner of Petkovic 
and Vania.  So can you talk about each 
opponent?  Petkovic has been gone for 
awhile, you guys haven't played since 
2011, I think? 
 CAROLINE WOZNIACKI: Yeah.  
You know, Petkovic is a good player.  She 
has been very unlucky with her injuries 
and she is obviously a player that does 
play on a very high level, top ten before.  
So, you know, dangerous.  
 Vania King is a fighter, she gets a 
lot of balls back.  She likes the slower 
pace of the courts.  And, yeah, you know, 
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you really need to keep your head cool 
and go in the right occasion.  
 
 End of Interview... 


