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      Jessica Pegula defeats Mona Barthel 
                        7-6, 6-3 
 
    Post-Match Press Conference With: 
      JESSICA PEGULA 
 
 

Q. Saturday you mentioned 
that you played at Charleston, this is 
your third time.  What were the other 
years and what's the biggest 
difference this year? 

 JESSICA PEGULA:  
Biggest difference?  Well, last year I 
played I had the flu really bad so that 
wasn't good and the year before I was 
pretty young.  I think I got a wild card 
and I qualified.  But I don't know, I came 
in this tournament, you know, like 
thinking that I was going to do well, kind 
of.  I have been kind of struggling lately 
because I was sick and hurt and stuff, 
but I have worked really hard the past 
few weeks so I think I just came in with a 
different mind set this time to really do 
well. 
 
 Q.  Do you play a lot in Hilton 
Head? 

 JESSICA PEGULA:  Yes. 
 
 Q.  So your green clay is like a 
home surface for you? 

 JESSICA PEGULA:  Yes. 
 
 Q.  Does that help because she 
is European, I don't know if she has 
ever seen green clay before.  Do you 
feel like it's an advantage? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 JESSICA PEGULA:  I think 

it is an advantage especially when she 
had a bye and everyone has been on 
hard court.  I think every once in a while 
a lot of these girls are qualifying and 
doing well, they are probably going to 
keep doing well because they have had 
a couple matches on the stuff and 
everybody is on hard and they haven't 
played anything.  So I think that really 
helps.But, yeah, I grew up in Hilton 
Head, usually people don't usually hit the 
ball pretty hard because people don't 
think I'm a clay court player but yeah, I 
grew up on it.  I like clay a lot. 
 
 Q.  And green, specifically 
green clay what's different about 
that? 

 JESSICA PEGULA:  You 
know, it's different kind of like frockier 
more than like the red clay.  But I don't 
really know if -- I don't think there is that 
much of a difference to be honest.  I 
mean, it plays mostly the same.  It's just 
slower, you just kind of have to take the 
ball earlier, not wait on it.  
 
 Q.  So your first WTA win 
yesterday and now your second? 

 JESSICA PEGULA:  Yeah. 
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 Q.  You are on quite a roll.  Very 
muted celebration after both, you 
know? 

 JESSICA PEGULA:  Yeah. 
 
 Q.  So is that just your 
personality or -- 

 JESSICA PEGULA:  Yeah, 
kind of.  I mean, I get excited but it takes 
a lot for me to really show like that much 
emotion.  But, yeah, I'm just, I'm excited.  
I'm really happy, you know, I mean my 
next match, I have doubles tomorrow 
and then singles Thursday.  So whatever 
happens happens.  I'm just excited that I 
have done this well and just played my 
game and, you know, just enjoy it. 
 
 Q.  What are you most proud of 
over the last couple of days? 

 JESSICA PEGULA:  I think 
my slam did really well.  I have fought 
really hard.  Especially my first round win 
was really tough.  The girls have been 
playing well, too.  So I think I just really, 
you know, stepped up mentally.  And I 
have been playing well and I didn't play 
that well my first year I was qualifying 
but I was pretty sure I was doing well 
especially in my last rounds of qualifiers.  
So I think that's what I'm most proud of. 
 
 Q.  Is there something that's 
kind of happened or whatever to kind 
of let the mental side kick in or -- 

 JESSICA PEGULA:  You 
know, I have been working on it lately.  I 
have been trying to work on it because I 
think it's one of the weaker parts of my 
game.  I think more so my game will 
come along with the mental part, you 
know, it's almost like I have got myself 

where I'm, you know, I can hit certain 
shots and stuff and it's more just staying 
tough and letting all that kind of go by 
itself. 
 
 Q.  Have you been keeping 
track of the younger American 
players that have been doing well 
recently, has that inspired you or you 
sort of stay focused on your own 
game? 
 JESSICA PEGULA:  I try to stay 
focused on my own game, but it's 
definitely nice to see other Americans do 
well especially good Americans tennis, 
be nice to see it back up again.  But 
yeah, I think it's helped seeing girls my 
own age do well and kind of gives you 
motivation that you can do the same 
thing and it's if you just believe that you 
can -- you can just beat any of these 
girls out here.  So it definitely, yeah, it's 
helped a lot. 
 End of Interview... 
  


