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Marina Erakovic defeats Daniela Hantuchova 

7-6, 6-4 
 
Post-Match Press Conference With: 
 MARINA ERAKOVIC 
 
 

Q. How do you rate that match? 
 MARINA ERAKOVIC:  I think it 
was very tight.  First round match for 
both of us.  I thought we were both a 
little nervous and, you know, we just -- 
very up and down for me, I guess, and I 
felt like I managed a good tiebreak that 
first set to take that first set and then in 
the second I got an early break and I 
managed to sort of, you know, just 
maintain that lead.  So overall, a good 
day. 
 
 Q.  Do you consider yourself an 
underdog in that match since she has 
been a top five player.  Obviously you 
are ranked higher than she is right 
now, but do you feel that way at all? 
 MARINA ERAKOVIC:  No, not at 
all because I have played her on a few 
occasions now so it's nothing new for 
me.  And I know that Daniela is a very 
good player, just had some really, you 
know, really good results in the past and, 
you know, whenever I go up against 
anyone I have respect so -- but, you 
know, since I played her a few times 
now it's nothing new for me. 
 
 Q.  So it's obviously your 
second year back and you won a 
couple rounds here last year.  How do 
you like being back in Charleston? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 MARINA ERAKOVIC: I really 
like Charleston.  The first time I played 
was last year and so I just enjoyed the 
whole atmosphere, the sites, you know, 
the city itself is not like a southern sort of 
city, it's very happening you could say 
and the people here are just super super 
nice and friendly so they just make you 
feel right at home. 
 
 Q.  Obviously your doubles 
partners didn't make it.  Are you 
looking forward to playing doubles 
with Heather in the clay?  Is that your 
plan? 
 MARINA ERAKOVIC: Yeah.  
We have to see what sort of schedules 
we are looking at but definitely along the 
road we are going to team up again. 
 
 Q.  Obviously I do work for 
Tennis Auckland so I'm asking you 
some Kiwi questions, but how has it 
been since you were able to win the 
title in Memphis in February?  Do you 
feel any different or is it just kind of 
you are excited to get one final result 
like that? 
 MARINA ERAKOVIC: You 
know, it was a great week for me, it was 
something that I, you know, had on my 
to do list for quite sometime and I 
achieved a goal of mine, so I was just 
very happy and -- but otherwise has it 

April 2, 2013 



Transcripts Provided By: 
 

Kelly McKee, CCR, RPR, CRR 
Savannah, GA 

kadmcr@yahoo.com 
912-441-0821 

 
 

2 

changed things?  Not really, no, I mean 
I'm still the same old me, same player 
and, you know, I just got to keep working 
and maybe try and get some more titles. 
 
 Q.  Obviously you're facing 
Stosur next.  Do you remember the 
only match you guys have played? 
 MARINA ERAKOVIC:  We 
actually played a couple of times Fed 
Cup. 
 
 Q.  Oh, sure.  
 MARINA ERAKOVIC:  And once 
when I was about 15, 16 and once I 
think in Perth one year when they had 
the Fed Cup so -- and no, we played one 
more time in Seoul. 
 
 Q.  I was going to say that's the 
result I found.  
 MARINA ERAKOVIC:  That's the 
result you got?  Okay. 
 
 Q.  I'm sure that wasn't a clear 
score line for you? 
 MARINA ERAKOVIC:  That went 
by quickly so I try to erase that one. 
 
 Q.  But how are you looking 
forward to that match up? 
 MARINA ERAKOVIC:  Yeah, I 
mean Sam is, you know, one of the best 
players out there at the moment and, 
you know, actually our games are sort of 
very similar.  And I have never played 
her on the clay so that will be a new one 
and, you know, I just got to -- got to do 
my thing, play my game and, you know, 
stay positive. 
 

 Q.  And are you physically fine, 
the thumb and everything is back to 
normal? 
 MARINA ERAKOVIC:  The thumb 
is good, the thumb is normal. 
 
 Q.  What's your play schedule 
this year? 
 MARINA ERAKOVIC:  At the 
moment I'm not too sure, it's -- it's -- I 
can't really give you details, but for sure I 
think I'm going to be in Estoril. 
 
 Q.  Okay.  Well, good luck.  
Courtney here. Marina, are you still 
feeling -- your training base, is it in 
New Zealand or do you have one in 
Europe or the states? 
 MARINA ERAKOVIC:  No, my 
coach, he is from Boca Raton in Florida 
so that's the last few years where I have 
been in and out. 
 
 Q.  So are you pretty familiar 
with all the Boca girls and everybody 
that is down there? 
 MARINA ERAKOVIC:  Yeah, 
pretty much.  I mean, who trains there, a 
lot of the USTA girls like Jamie, 
Madison, Taylor, you know, it's a really 
good place to train at, definitely, I mean.  
And I remember the first time I came 
Chris Everet was there and she is there 
regularly and I was like blown away 
because she is like one of my idols.  To 
see her every day was super cool.  So I 
like Boca, it's a really good place for 
tennis. 
 
 Q.  Is it nice to have that 
training base because for you guys 
who are in New Zealand or Australia 
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like Sam as well you don't get to go 
home very often the way tour is 
scheduled?  
 So is it nice to have that kind of 
training base more centrally where 
the tour is actually run? 
 MARINA ERAKOVIC:  Yeah, 
definitely.  I mean, Sam, I think she is in 
Sarasota. 
 
 Q.  Tampa, I think.  
 MARINA ERAKOVIC:  Tampa, 
okay.  Yeah, I mean Florida for tennis 
itself is perfect.  I mean, I can't say that 
Boca Raton is my favorite place on earth 
to like hang out at but, you know, home 
is home, but it definitely gives me a 
good, good advantage with players, 
people to hit with, courts and just easy 
access in and out of the states, you 
know. 
 
 Q.  And how long have you 
been training at Boca? 
 MARINA ERAKOVIC:  Three 
years. 
 
 Q.  For three years now.  So 
has that kind of helped coming from a 
smaller country that doesn't have as 
much, you know, there aren't other 
New Zealanders on tour, does it help 
kind of with the social circle of like 
the tour of just kind of being familiar 
with more girls? 
 MARINA ERAKOVIC:  No, not 
necessarily being in Boca.  I think just 
playing events on the WTA Tour and 
getting to know the girls is in itself, that's 
how usually I do it.  But I think to 
practice, like to have people to play with 

practice sets matches can’t get that sort 
of quality anywhere in Aust/Asia. 
 End of Interview…. 
  


