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Jelena Jankovic defeats Melanie Oudin 

4-6, 7-5, 4-6 
 
 Post-Match Press Conference With 
 

JELENA JANKOVIC 
 

 
Q. Jelena, oddly your first win over 

Melanie.  So, talk about that.  Was the secret 
not playing her in England or -- 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  I don't 
know.  It's something about her game, I don't 
know.  I lost to her but it's actually our first time 
to play on clay.  We played on grass two times 
so it's a different surface.  

 But it's, you know, sometimes 
when you lose against someone it's always tricky 
to play the opponents.  She has this game that I 
don't really like and doesn't really suit me, I 
always have trouble with her.  Playing -- I didn't 
mean it that way, I mean, it's just her style of play 
is just difficult for me to play against.  

 But overall I think it was good 
match.  It was my first, first match on clay.  I just 
came from Miami so I was playing, you know, a 
long tournament and took a lot out of me 
physically, mentally.  It was a point for me just to 
stay positive and just somehow win this match to 
get through this one.  

 It was difficult and I think 
Melanie played quite a good match.  She was 
hitting the ball very well and I'm grateful that I 
was able to pull this out. 
 
 Q.  What is it about her game that just 
unsettles you? 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  I don't 
know.  She just spins a lot of balls and her serve 
is not that strong, but somehow I cannot -- I don't 
really do anything, I just -- I don't do anything 
with my returns and then I play some other 
players that have a great serve and.  She just -- I 
don't know what it is, just something with me.  I 
don't move my legs or I just don't move up to the 
ball.  

 And today I felt quite heavy on 
my legs.  I wasn't moving to way I would like to.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And I don't know if it's the clay or 

I'm a little bit tired or what it was, but I thought I 
just started moving a bit better in the third set 
which was quite, you know, it was not good, 
especially on this surface you got to move, you 
got to slide.  And so I just got to somehow adapt 
to the surface.  

 It's always the first match and I 
didn't have a lot of plays to his prepare and get 
ready, but I'm lucky I was able to win so I have 
another chance tomorrow. 
 
 Q.  How much confidence did making 
the semi final in Miami have on you than you 
had before? 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  It gave me 
a lot of confidence because I had a lot of great 
wins against the top players and I played the 
final tournament in the tournament and it's two 
weeks and it's like I said, difficult physically and 
mentally.  

 And then when you come here 
you got to just refocus and just kind of forget 
what happened and just stay in this moment and 
just try to adapt to playing on clay and just 
playing another opponent in another tournament.  

 So I got to do that and start all 
over and just hopefully I can do well.  I love 
playing on clay, but today I wasn't happy with the 
way I was moving so I have got to improve. 
 
 Q.  It seemed like you were -- even 
you mentioned how your legs weren't moving 
as well as you liked.  Seemed like Melanie 
had trouble committing unforced errors.  So 
was there part of your game plan once you 
realized maybe you didn't have the mobility 
you wanted today as long as you kept putting 
the ball in play maybe just put the pressure 
on her to make plays? 
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 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Yeah.  
First of all, for me it was important that I hold my 
serve and just -- and then I started to do that in 
the third set and then just to -- like I said, I -- for 
some reason I had difficulty breaking her in the 
second set.  I just, I didn't make a lot of returns 
and the ones I made were not good ones and it 
was just, I had trouble.  

 So I think she took advantage of 
that and but in the third I started to, you know, I 
said to myself I got to make a lot more forced 
plays, I got to start moving better.  I got to just lift 
up my game just a bit more so I can finish this 
match off and I did that, but then I went down 
again after 5-2, I started getting frustrated again 
with myself.  

 And it was -- it was, you know, I 
was just mad at myself, I was just getting mad 
and I do something that I don't like and I had to 
somehow keep my composure.  That was the 
key for me today because when I get frustrated it 
just goes downhill. 
 
 Q.  Jelena, if you can talk about 
getting the match out of the way, the crowds 
were in her corner, they are cheering after 
each point.  It's a three-hour marathon.  How 
does it feel to get it out of the way early and 
get a win like you did? 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Actually I 
got a practice on clay courts, so it's -- so I think 
it's great to get this kind of match out of the way, 
just gives me a lot of confidence even though I 
didn't play that well and the way I would like to, 
but first matches are always so tough and 
playing an opponent that I -- last two, the last two 
times even though it was on grass, so it's nice to 
get this win again and get started and I look 
forward to playing tomorrow and hopefully 
playing some good tennis. 
 
 Q.  It was kind of a wild finish there 
and especially she had to take a bathroom 
break right before you serve for the second 
time.  Does that affect you or how do you 
stay focused? 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Yeah, 
sometimes can be difficult.  You know, those 
bathroom breaks, you know, and players go out 
in the middle of the match and sometimes you 

can lose your focus or just like relax a bit and 
you got to stay -- really it was an important 
moment, it was 5-4 and I'm serving for the match 
and if I lose this game, then we are just even 
again.  So I didn't think it had to be.  So I was 
lucky, I was -- somehow I got some first serves 
in after being down love 30 and then went my 
way.  I was brave and finished the match off. 
 
 Q.  Are you here with a coach? 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  I'm here 
with my brother and a hitting partner, so I don't 
have a coach. 
 
 Q.  How is it for you because I know 
you don't like to have a coach? 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  It's great. 
 
 Q.  All right.  

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  No, it's 
great.  My brother knows me better than anyone.  
I'm playing pretty well, I played in Miami and I 
think I'm on the right track, I'm playing much 
much better and I have a lot more confidence.  I 
believe in myself a lot more and I work hard 
every day.  That's for me, it's all about having a 
good surrounding and people that know me and 
people that know me best and wish the best for 
me. 

 So for so far so good.  I just 
want to continue on this. 
 
 Q.  Can you tell us a little more about 
what happened when you wound up next to 
the sky on the court? 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  When?  
 
 Q.  You fell over? 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Oh, I 
know.  Yeah, I thought I was going to break -- 
break my leg or break my back or my -- 
 
 Q.  You stayed down for a moment? 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  No, I 
really, it was happened so fast I was going to hit 
a part of a volley and I tried to slide and 
somehow my leg got stuck and I just rolled, I 
rolled over and I was on the ground, but I was 
lucky that I didn't -- I just fell on my butt and my 
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butt, it is not so small so I got quite a good 
cushion. 
 
 Q.  We are glad you are okay.  

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  If it was a 
bit skinnier, that would be a problem but now I'm 
okay. 
 
 Q.  Jelena, do you think part of the 
thing with the green clay that it's harder to 
slide completely on it and what are the 
differences between red and green clay for 
you? 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  I don't 
know.  In some places I can slide pretty well and 
then some I just get stuck.  So sometimes it can 
be dangerous.  You want to slide like I did and all 
of a sudden the foot got, you know, it stopped 
and then you lose your balance and then you 
can twist your ankle or fall down like I did.  

 So, you know, I don't know, it's 
difficult to say and it's difficult to kind of know 
exactly where you are going slide or when you 
are going to stop, but playing on clay is all about 
sliding and the ones who slide very well who 
know how to do that, those are the ones who 
play well. 
 
 Q.  You think it's different between 
green and ready clay? 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  I think on 
red clay I think I slide a lot more.  Here maybe 
it's a little, how you say, how to explain?  Maybe 
a little thicker. 
 
 Q.  Okay.  Sticky? 
 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Yeah, there is, like 
I said, some places your footing is all the way 
and then sometimes you just stop.  So I don't 
know, it's difficult. 
 
 Q.  Jelena, when you look back over 
the last 12 months when you came here last 
year looking at your game do you feel like 
you can sustain momentum that you have 
built so far this season?  It seemed like 
season you really couldn't sustain a lot of it 
the whole year? 
 JELENA JANKOVIC:  This year is a new 
year and so far I think I'm doing pretty well and I 

think I have the confidence.  And like I said, I'm 
working hard every day just trying to get -- get to 
another level and just overall become a better 
player and my goal is to get back to the top rank 
where I was before.  That's my goal.  
 And first of all, I want to play good 
tennis.  That's my primary goal.  That's what I'm 
striving every day and then the results will come 
and I got to fight, I got to fight with every time I 
step on the Court, I got to give my best and 
times, you know, especially today in this match I 
had a lot of ups and downs which I somehow 
have to cut down and when I get myself going, I 
have to try to stay there as long as possible.  
 End of Interview... 
  


