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Vera Zvonareva defeats Stefanie Voegele 

5-7, 6-3, 6-4 
 
Post-Match Press Conference With: 
 

VERA ZVONAREVA 
 

Q. Tough win out there today, a 
long time on court.  Can you talk about the 
match a little bit? 
 VERA ZVONAREVA:  Yeah.  I think 
Stefanie played a very good match today, 
I think.  She started off well, and in the 
beginning we both held our serves a bit, 
and then she was able to get a first break.  
I broke her back, but couldn't hold and lost 
the first set.  
 Second set I think I stepped it up a 
little bit and started playing a little bit more 
aggressive, and yeah, that paid off.  I tried 
to keep the same momentum for the rest 
of the match.  And yeah, at the end it 
worked for me, but I think she played a 
pretty good match and I think I played a 
pretty good match as well, and we had, I 
think, good quality tennis, a lot of winners, 
good serving, returns.  It was pretty good. 
 
 Q.  It's been a tough beginning of 2012, 
a lot of injuries and things like that.  With your 
form right now do you think it's more kind of 
getting your body back up to 100 percent or is 
it kind of match play and confidence? 
 VERA ZVONAREVA:  Well, I think 
the most important, yeah, is to stay 
healthy for me at the moment and injury 
free.  I started a little bit started at the end 
of last year where I had to miss a Fed Cup  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

final due to my shoulder.  I was there to 
support my team, but yeah, I think since 
then I had quite a few injuries, and it is a 
bit difficult because I tried to play through 
them.  And you know, I start getting a little 
bit better, and then I went to Indian Wells, 
got sick there, you know, and then I have 
to start from zero again, you know, getting 
that momentum back.  
 It is tough, but it's a good 
challenge.  It's something that any 
professional athlete will face throughout 
their career, and hopefully I can get 
through it, I can get back to be 100 
percent healthy.  And then, you know, I'll 
be happy because I feel like if I can stay 
healthy, I can really start getting back to 
that form and I can really play freely the 
way I want to play. 
 
 Q.  Vera, can you confirm your 
coaching situation right now?  Are you working 
with anyone? 
 VERA ZVONAREVA:  Yeah.  Well, 
Scott Burns is helping me here.  He's my 
fitness trainer, but he's helping me a little 
bit, like he was doing on court coaching 
today.  But you know, like as of the 
moment I don't really have a coach. 
 
 Q.  Vera, what do you think are the keys 
to having a good coaching relationship? 
 VERA ZVONAREVA:  There are a 
lot of keys, especially in our sport.  It is an 
individual sport, and you know, the most 
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important thing I think it's obviously 
professional skills the player feels that 
person is capable of helping them with 
their game.  
 Second, it's trust, you know, 
believing in the person.  You know, third is 
probably the personality match because 
it's important.  We spend a lot of time 
traveling together with our fitness trainers, 
physios, coaches, whatever.  You have to 
get along on the court, off the court.  I 
think it's a very important part of 
professional tennis as well.  And whatever 
the player feels comfortable and that's 
probably the most important.  
 
 Q.  Vera, what do you think it is about 
tennis, women's tennis that's made it the most 
successful women's sport in the world? 
 VERA ZVONAREVA:  I really love 
tennis.  I think it's an interesting game, 
and you know, we see a lot of girls trying 
to be one of the best tennis players in the 
world, and it's very tough competition, so I 
think it brings the best out of us.  
 And tennis is a game.  It's 
interesting to watch.  I think, you know, it's 
like you see two fighters on the court, and 
all girls are more athletic now.  I think it's 
an interesting game to watch.  It's not only 
when you have -- team sports is a little bit 
different, and individual sports, I think that 
it's just interesting.  I don't know.  
 
 Q.  I'm wondering about the original 
nine.  Do you remember when you heard about 
it, if you read about it, if it was talked about in 
the locker room, and how is that history sort of 
passed down to current and future players? 
 VERA ZVONAREVA:  Well, I think 
we got a lot of younger generation players 
right now in the moment, and they may not 

be familiar, you know, with the original 
nine, but I think it's our responsibility as 
players that's been on the tour for years to 
also maybe teach younger generation and 
let them know about the original nine 
because that was a very important 
moment in women's tennis, and that's part 
of the history of our sport, and we have a 
lot of respect for them, because without 
them, maybe tennis, women's tennis 
wouldn't be that successful in 2012 right 
now, and we appreciate everything they've 
done for us, and when I was coming on 
the tour, I met a few of the former players 
and it was a great pleasure for me.  
 When I was growing up still, you 
know, just watching tennis, people were 
still talking about -- commentators talking 
about them or some of them 
commentating, so I sort of knew who they 
are.  And for me to see them in person 
when I just came on the tour when I was 
18, it was just something special.  
 I think, you know, younger 
generation right now, a lot of them maybe 
don't know them that well, and yeah, like I 
said, it's our responsibility to educate them 
a little bit, but we definitely have a lot of 
respect for them, and we try to promote 
our sport the best we can, and we try to 
perform the best we can to make our sport 
grow even more.  
 
 Q.  Vera, how do you yourself stay 
educated about tennis and the history of 
tennis?  Do you read online?  Do you read 
books? 
 VERA ZVONAREVA:  No.  Actually, 
through the tour, I think we've got a great 
program for younger players that are 
coming on the tour that they have to -- 
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when they come in on the tour, there is 
WTA staff that work with them and they 
educate them a little bit about what's going 
on on the tour, how to -- just the whole 
procedure, and it's part -- there is a part 
where they have to read a little bit about 
the history, which I think is very important, 
because when you are young and you 
come in, you need to learn some things, 
and it just helps them in the future.  
 And I think it's great that we have 
this program.  I don't know if it's called Pro 
U right now.  We used to call it Rookie 
Hours when I was there.  I don't know if 
they changed the name, but yeah, I think 
that's very important, and I'm glad that we 
have someone from WTA doing this kind 
of work with younger players.  
 
 Q.  Vera, just one last question going 
back to the coaching, are you looking to hire a 
coach soon or are you kind of happy going at it 
alone? 
 VERA ZVONAREVA:  You know, 
I'm not in a rush, you know.  As soon as I 
feel that I can -- soon maybe I'll meet a 
person that I feel like can help me, then 
you know, I will consider it.  As of the 
moment I'm just, yeah, taking my time and 
trying to focus on getting my health back.  
That's the priority at the moment.  That's 
what we're working a lot on with my fitness 
trainer as well.  We're implementing a lot 
of special work outs to help me recover 
from all those injuries that I had.  That's 
the priority, and then from there we will 
see about the coach. 
 
End of Interview  


