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Sabine Lisicki defeats Yaroslava Shvedova 
7-5, 6-4 
 
Post-Match Press Conference With: 

 
SABINE LISICKI 

 
 Q.  You've had a lot of success at this 
tournament and on green clay.  Something 
about this sort of clay in particular you think 
really suits your game? 
 SABINE LISICKI:  To be honest, at 
the very beginning I hated it.  On the first 
practice when I practiced in Florida five or 
six years ago, I didn't like it, I know.  But 
eventually I started to like it a lot, and now 
I feel comfortable with it, and I think when 
you've got experience, you know, it's a 
little hard to handle the court, but I love it 
now. 
 
 Q.  Are there other major differences 
between green and red clay do you think? 
 SABINE LISICKI:  Differences, this 
one is a bit slower and you can get stuck 
easily.  On red clay you can slide better.  
But it also depends, when it's hot here, 
then you're sliding, too.  But in Europe it's 
the same.  Some courts are really fast, 
and some are very slow, so it really 
depends on the court.  
 
 Q.  Do you feel like you're sliding better 
and doing whatever you need to do better on 
clay day by day? 
 SABINE LISICKI:  Yes, definitely.  
It's a quick change-around after Miami.  
We've played on hard court for, what, 
since Wimbledon.  So it's been a long 
time.  So you have to adjust to the clay.  It  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

takes a couple days, but I'm definitely 
getting used to it a bit better each day.  
 
 Q.  You play Serena Williams next.  I 
know you had a tough match against her at 
Stanford.  
 SABINE LISICKI:  It can only get 
better.  (Laughs). 
 
 Q.  What are your thoughts on playing 
her again?  It can only get better pretty much? 
 SABINE LISICKI:  Yes.  It can only 
get better.  I was very nervous there in the 
beginning.  I made some terrible mistakes 
and over-hit way too many balls.  
 In the second set I actually had 
chances.  The games were close and it 
was deuce, so it was a good game from 
the second set, mid second set on.  So I 
hope I can start like that tomorrow. 
 
 Q.  Some players are kind of born with 
confidence.  They seem to kind of exude it.  I 
think maybe Serena might be one of those.  
Others need to get it, kind of learn it over time.  
Where would you kind of slot yourself between 
those two groups? 
 SABINE LISICKI:  You know, I'm a 
strong believer, I believe in myself, and I 
think confidence builds also by winning 
matches.  
 My strength is probably that I never 
stop fighting, and you know, the match is 
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never over till the last point is played.  So I 
think I do a pretty good job out there.  
 
 Q.  A bit off topic, do you know of the 
original nine and what they mean to most 
players today, know of them, and if you do, 
how did you feel about them?  Is it something 
that's talked about, something you've read 
about? 
 SABINE LISICKI:  You know, you 
talk about it on the tour.  So I think it's an 
amazing thing.  Otherwise we wouldn't be 
here, really.  You know, and we have this 
amazing opportunity to play, thanks to 
them, so I think it's great that we celebrate 
or honor them here where it all started, 
and at such a nice event, so I'm just happy 
and feel very lucky that I got the chance 
thanks to them. 
 
 Q.  Is there anything you do differently 
to prepare for the clay season or is it just a 
matter of going out on clay courts and playing? 
 SABINE LISICKI:  Well, you 
definitely, you know, the footwork is totally 
different.  You know, the fitness you do is 
different to what you do on hard court 
because you need to move totally 
different.  Other than that, just have to rely 
on your game. 
 
 Q.  You're fairly close in the rankings to 
being the No. 1 German now.  Is that an honor 
that means anything to you? 
 SABINE LISICKI:  You know, my 
goal and dream is always to win a slam 
and become No. 1 in the world, and that's 
what I'm chasing for.  So you know, I think 
when I work very hard, you know, 
everything will fall into the right place, and 
I have a very good chance to do that.  At 
least doing everything for it and we'll see 
where I end up. 

 
 Q.  As far as German tennis goes for 
the Olympics, have the women talked about 
doubles pairings possibly for London and 
maybe mixed for you as well? 
 SABINE LISICKI:  I almost don't 
know because we have so many options 
now, which is a great thing.  You know, a 
couple years back I was the only one in 
the Top 30 -- or actually almost top 100, 
so now we have a good Fed Cup team.  
Also I'm playing the Fed Cup tie coming 
up in two weeks.  And regarding the 
Olympics, I'm just looking forward to 
going.  I have so many friends that went 
there from different sports, and they just 
tell me amazing stories, how nice it is and 
what an experience it is.  So it's definitely 
something -- and it's on grass.  (Laughs).  
I had to add that.  
 
 Q.  Preparing to play Serena, how is it 
different from preparing to play a different 
player? 
 SABINE LISICKI:  I just focus on 
my game.  I know I have to serve well and 
just try to play my game.  I'm an 
aggressive player, so there will be two 
aggressive players out there on tomorrow. 
 
 Q.  You mentioned obviously the 
Olympics are on grass and Wimbledon, which 
you've always played really well at.  With those 
two events kind of in the middle of the summer, 
are you changing your grass lead-up or do you 
think you'll still plan to play Birmingham or 
Eastbourne? 
 SABINE LISICKI:  I'm playing 
Birmingham. 
 
 Q.  What do you think are the keys to a 
good coaching relationship? 
 SABINE LISICKI:  The coach has to 
know you quite well to be able to help you 
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and to know, you know, sometimes to say 
-- you know, it depends on -- also the 
training, I think, when a coach knows you 
well, then you have a big advantage he 
knows when to maybe take a day off or, 
you know, just practice more harder.  So I 
think that's the key.  You know, trust is 
basically the biggest thing for a good 
relationship.  
 
End of Interview  


