
Transcripts�Provided�By:�
 

Kelly�McKee,�CCR,�RPR,�CRR�
Savannah, GA 

kadmcr@yahoo.com 
912-441-0821 

 
 

1 

 
 
Venus Williams defeats Jelena Jankovic 
7-5, 6-0 

 
JELENA JANKOVIC 

 
DANNY KENDALL:  Questions for 

Jelena, please?  
 
 Q.  Tough out there.  Can you just talk 
about the match a little bit, how the second set 
kind of got away from you? 
 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Yeah.  I think 
the first set, you know, I had -- I was up a 
break 3-1, then I lost my serve.  Then I 
was up 5-4 serving for the set, lost the 
serve.  I wasn't able to hold many serves.  
I was making a lot of double faults, and I 
wasn't serving well, and I think that was 
the key because I broke her many times, 
but every time I broke her I couldn't keep 
my -- I couldn't hold my serve.  
 And that was frustrating for me and 
it's disappointing that I couldn't do -- 
couldn't serve better and just too do better 
in that department because it would make 
a huge difference, but unfortunately it 
didn't happen, and Venus played pretty 
well.  You know, she got one match under 
her belt on clay yesterday.  Today was my 
first match on clay.  So I was trying to get 
used to everything, the conditions, and I 
think overall she did a lot better than I did, 
and congratulations to her. 
 
 Q.  It was your first time playing her 
since she's been back.  Did you notice 
anything different with her game or anything 
like that? 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JELENA JANKOVIC:  Not really I 
played her a lot of times, and I think we 
both know each other's games very well, 
but I think today on this particular match I 
kind of -- my level of play wasn't at a high 
level.  
 Like I said, I didn't serve well, and 
against Venus you have to serve well.  If I 
am able to break her, which she has a 
really great serve and I keep breaking her 
and I cannot hold my serve, then I don't 
have a problem.  So it was unfortunate for 
me that it was just a bad day of serving.  I 
gotta work on that shot.  I gotta work on a 
lot of things, but it's just the beginning of 
the clay season, so hopefully it will be 
better. 
 
 Q.  What do you think were the key 
differences between the two sets? 
 JELENA JANKOVIC:  I got a little 
flat-footed, and I was making some 
mistakes, and same thing, serving, 
continued to serve badly and Venus 
started serving better.  So it helped her 
hold her serves, and I just didn't do well on 
my part, so there's nothing more I could 
say.  I have to work harder on my game 
and improve some things, and we'll see.  
 
 Q.  Jelena, you talk about having to 
work harder and improve your game.  You 
don't have a coach right now.  Is that a big 
problem for you? 
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 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Yeah, that's 
also another thing.  I'm in negotiations to 
find a coach, to get a coach, and I really 
want to work because it's difficult like this, 
you know, not having anyone, and 
especially, you know, when I gotta work 
on some technical things and just get the 
shot right on track.  And it's little things 
here and there, but make a big difference, 
and obviously having someone that keeps 
you hear a different voice in your head, 
and you just can help you a little bit, it's 
important, you know.  I'm at the stage of 
my career where I'm getting older and I 
need a little more help than maybe before 
where I could do it at times alone, you 
know, with a hitting partner.  But now I 
think, you know, the next few years that 
I'm going to play, I want to try to give my 
best and I want to improve.  I want to still 
work hard and try to get better as a player. 
 
 Q.  When you look back at like 2008 and 
you compare it to where you are now, do you 
feel like things are different in your game and 
can you identify specific things? 
 JELENA JANKOVIC:  I think right 
now I'm a little slower than before.  That's 
frustrating as well.  It's like I can make a 
list of things I have to work on.  
 I had some injuries, you know, so 
I'm not moving as well right now, and I 
gotta work on that and just get my feet 
right, get them stronger so I can push off.  
 I had problems, you know, moving 
wide, and then going back to the same 
side.  I had a lot of trouble doing that, and 
usually I'm very good at that.  I was in the 
past like one of the best movers on clay, 
and today I was falling all over the place.  I 
felt like Bambi on ice.  But that's the way it 

is, you know.  That's tennis.  I gotta stay 
positive and see how I can get better next 
time.  
 
 Q.  Jelena, it seemed like Venus started 
slow.  Did that surprise you? 
 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Yeah.  I don't 
know.  It didn't -- because I think last time 
we played with each other I won 6-0, 6-1 
in Rome in the quarterfinals, so maybe 
also that -- you know, when you play 
players and that stays in your mind and 
stays in your head.  
 And it's also might be a little 
nervous.  You just want to start the match.  
You want to do things, you want to see 
how things go, and maybe that's what 
played a part, but I cannot talk on her 
behalf.  You have to ask her that.  
 I can just talk on what I have done, 
and you know, mostly I didn't do -- I was 
doing pretty good in the first set returning, 
but then serving was so not at a good 
level.  And I was making a lot of double 
faults.  I was giving her a lot of looks at the 
second serve, which you cannot afford to 
do that against such a player like Venus. 
 
 Q.  When Venus went up the early break 
in the second set did you feel like you had a 
chance to get back in it, then she went up 4-0, 
did you feel like you could get back in the set? 
 JELENA JANKOVIC:  I always 
thought I could come back.  It was just a 
matter of -- I just had problems where I 
could -- sometimes I would stay in the rally 
and then I just don't move my feet, I don't 
move forward.  I frame the balls.  I go up 
on the ball.  It's just -- it's difficult to 
explain.  I mean it's tennis.  It's the way it 
goes, and there are days when it doesn't 
go your way.  
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 I mean I don't know.  You guys 
don't play every day, so you can't 
understand what I'm talking about.  But 
this is the way the sport goes. 
 
 Q.  Probably not the best North 
American season that you've had, but you're 
now moving on to European red clay? 
 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Hopefully will 
be better. 
 
 Q.  Exactly.  Does that give you a bit 
more confidence knowing that you've had great 
results on the red clay, and maybe it'll all kind 
of come back? 
 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Yeah, and 
also I was looking forward to playing here 
and starting the clay season, and I did so 
well here in Charleston before, and 
unfortunately I had a tough draw to play 
Venus in my first round match.  It's a 
difficult draw.  If maybe if it was some 
other player, you know, in the first round 
so I can get a little more rhythm, but 
unfortunately I got one of the toughest 
opponents in the draw right away without 
having any match on clay, without moving, 
without, you know, feeling the conditions.  
It's completely different practicing and 
then performing and playing especially 
well in those important moments, and I 
think that showed today, and I broke down 
on my serves -- service games, and I think 
that was the key.  
 If I -- maybe if I took that first set 
when I was up 5-4 and serving for the set, 
if I took that set, maybe things would be a 
lot different, but I made double faults.  I 
kept doing those double faults.  I just kept 
giving her gifts, and it's just -- it's 
frustrating.  But what can I do?  
 

 Q.  Venus is obviously -- she's coming 
back from an illness.  The crowd was rooting 
for her obviously, partly because of that.  How 
did that play into the result? 
 JELENA JANKOVIC:  No, not 
really.  I felt some support as well.  You 
know, I heard a lot of fans cheering for 
me.  Obviously she's an American.  If we 
played in Serbia with me as well, that's I 
think an obvious thing.  And I just focus on 
my game and what I can do and I just try 
to play tennis out there.  I didn't really 
think of the surroundings, which I enjoy it 
very much.  I enjoyed being on that center 
court.  I enjoy playing here in Charleston, 
and it was unfortunate I had to lose so 
early.  
 DANNY KENDALL:  Thank you 
guys very much. 
 
End of Interview 


