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Marion Bartoli defeats Vera Dushevina 
6-2, 6-7 (3), 6-4 
 

MARION BARTOLI 
 
Q. Marion, it was a battle out 

there from the beginning, it looked like.  It 
was 6-2 in the first, but took almost an 
hour.  Talk about just how long and tough 
match that was for your first match on clay 
all year.  
 MARION BARTOLI:  Yeah.  Well, 
the first game I think it was 22 minutes 
itself, so that set up the tone. 
 But I didn't have really much time to 
get used to the clay after Miami.  I had to 
take a few days off from my leg injury, so I 
had only two practices on clay, so it was 
not easy to start, but in two years I lost 
first round here.  So I didn't want to lose 
again in the first round, so really I tried my 
hardest, even though, of course, I didn't 
play my best, but I just kept fighting and 
kept fighting, and I think it's great I was 
able to win. 
 
 Q.  How did the leg hold up over the 
course of three hours?  Are you feeling pretty 
good about it now? 
 MARION BARTOLI:  Yeah, I didn't 
have too much pain.  I felt at the end of 
the match it was starting to get a bit tight, 
but it's normal.  But I think my physical 
condition was quite good because it was 
just for me two days of practice on clay, 
and obviously my opponent had more time 
to get used to it.  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

So I think I was able mentally to hang in 
there extremely tough, and it was great to 
start with a win. 
 
 Q.  Just to talk about the length of this 
match, does it kind of set you behind as you go 
forward because of the energy you had to 
expend, especially in that third set? 
 MARION BARTOLI:  You know, I 
don't really think that way.  I'm just happy 
that I was able to win this one, and I'm 
going to see tomorrow how I wake up.  
 But you know, I'm a professional 
player, so I'm well trained, and I think I will 
be able to handle a three-hour match for 
tomorrow.  I don't think if I'm losing 
tomorrow it will be because I'm just tired.  
Maybe my opponent will play just better 
than me.  But you know, I am well trained, 
and I'm just -- I think it's more mental than 
anything, so if I'm able mentally to stay 
tough, then I think I will get a shot. 
 
 Q.  Marion, it looked like in the third set 
-- early in the third set you were having some 
trouble handling her serve, and her service 
games and then you were able to kind of solve 
that and go on to the victory.  
 MARION BARTOLI:  Yeah.  I think 
Vera started in the third set to serve very 
hard, and she hit a lot of first serves in.  
You know, yes, so some service games I 
really didn't get a chance to get into it, so it 
was really her that was serving very well, 
but I thought really maybe it would be hard 
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for her to keep up this kind of service for 
the whole course of the set, and if I was 
able to maybe get 0-15 or 0-30 on her 
serve, she would get a bit tight.  And I 
think that's what happened.  
 Overall, even though I didn't play 
my best, of course, I think it's great for me 
to kind of go through those matches and 
mentally stay tough and still be able to win 
a three-hour battle.  It was quite hot and 
humid, and I think it's great for me to back 
it up after a month on hard courts, Indian 
Wells, Miami where I played a lot of 
matches.  It's still great to put up a fight 
and win. 
 
 Q.  Later this week the original nine 
women who formed the WTA are going to be 
reuniting here.  Can you talk a little bit about 
that and how you've been educated or how did 
you kind of learn about the original nine? 
 MARION BARTOLI:  Yeah.  I think, 
first of all, it's a great idea, and especially 
those nine women were so inspiring for all 
of us.  It's because they really fight for us 
that we are here and we have the 
possibility to be where women's tennis is 
right now, which is the highest sport for 
women.  
 So I hope I will be there on 
Saturday.  I think it's Saturday.  I hope I 
will be there still in the tournament.  And 
Billie Jean is a very good friend of mine, 
and she always email me or text me when 
I get a great win; and I think it's really 
sweet of her, and I'm always taking the 
time to reply.  
 And she's such an inspiration for all 
of us.  She's so strong, and she really set 
up the tone for women.  And I remember 
the match when she played against the 

men and got the win, and that's basically 
why we are here right now.  
 So I think we have all of us to 
remind this, and to be so thankful for her 
and for everything she has done. 
 
 Q.  Do you remember your first kind of 
time you met Billie Jean and maybe what your 
conversation was like? 
 MARION BARTOLI:  Yes, I did.  It 
was after the final of Wimbledon, and I 
was so disappointed that I lost, I went to 
Venus, and she said to me, well, I would 
have loved to have your shot on grass.  I 
said, what are you talking about?  You win 
so many grand slams, and I lost in the 
final.  
 But I think she really appreciated 
the way I am battling on the court, and she 
liked my attitude.  But it was such a nice 
experience and a pleasure to meet her in 
person, and from this point on we always 
keep in touch, and she's great.  
 
 Q.  Marion, I didn't get the chance to 
talk to you after you won in Miami over 
Azarenka and were the one to stop the streak 
after 20 months of nobody else being able to 
do it.  What sort of confidence did that give 
you?  And talking about messages from Billie 
Jean, did you hear from other players 
congratulating you on being the one to finally 
put an end to that? 
 MARION BARTOLI:  You know, 
when I entered on the court against 
Victoria, I didn't want to end the streak or 
whatever.  I have so much respect for 
everything she has done, and obviously to 
win 26 matches in a row, and especially to 
win your first Grand Slam, it's really a lot 
of achievement happening in January for 
her when she become No. 1 in the world 
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and winning her first Grand Slam and 
everything.  
 So I had a lot of respect for what 
she was doing, but I really thought we had 
some extra tough matches in the past, 
especially in Sydney.  I think we play 
almost three hours as well, for two sets.  
Can you imagine if we had to go to three?  
 I knew if I was playing my best 
tennis, I would have a chance, and I really 
went on the court trying to play my best 
tennis; not trying to be the one that's going 
to end the streak, but just trying to play my 
best tennis and see against the best 
player in the world right now where it takes 
me. 
 
 Q.  You've had a lot of wins in your 
career over No. 1 players now, over Henin at 
Wimbledon, Jelena Jankovic at Australia and 
now.  Is there something about your 
personality or beliefs that you think gives you 
that ability to be able to do that? 
 MARION BARTOLI:  I think it was 
just a matter of circumstances.  I mean it's 
not like I want to show the world how good 
I am or whatever and just racing to 
challenges because I want to beat the No. 
1 player in the world.  
 It's just I am trying to win every 
single match I am playing, and basically 
because I play against those girls who are 
ranked No. 1 at this time, then yes, I get to 
beat them.  But it's not like I'm racing to a 
challenge and then when there's no 
challenge I'm not motivated.  I have the 
exact same motivation no matter if it's the 
first round or semifinal or playing someone 
who's ranked No. 1 or whatever.  I am 
walking on the court with the same 
motivation and same mindset, so it was 
very fortunate that I was able to beat all 

those great players, but it's not like it was 
just my goal to beat them because they 
were No. 1.  
 
 Q.  Marion, can you assess your season 
so far?  Obviously you had a great win over 
Azarenka, but can you just talk about your 
season heading into clay and do you think you 
can break into the Top 5? 
 MARION BARTOLI:  Well, I have a 
very good season so far.  I'm really 
pleased with all my results.  I think in the 
race, which in the rankings currently I am 
No. 4, which last year I was not that high.  
So I really have some consistence and 
great run and deep run into some great 
tournaments.  The only black point so far 
is the Australian Open where I lost in the 
third round to Zheng Jie, but she played 
very well on that day.  
 I really feel like I'm going to the clay 
with a lot of confidence and a lot of wins 
and everything, but clay is always a 
challenge for me, especially green clay.  
So we'll see how red clay is starting up.  
And now I can't say I'm so bad on clay 
because I made the final for the French 
Open, so I really can't say I can't play on 
clay, but it's still very hard for me. 
 
 Q.  Marion, you're known for the depth 
and variety of your physical training, but I 
wonder, do you do anything special for your 
mental training, because you've become very 
mentally tough? 
 MARION BARTOLI:  Well, I think, 
you know, I've always been mentally 
tough, but I get some ups and downs 
through that.  In 2007 I get some very 
close and tough matches where I was able 
to win them.  But then in '08, '09 and '10 it 
was not that good, and I really start last 
year after the Australian Open when I get 
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this injury, it's kind of really make me so 
much stronger mentally.  
 And you know, I was playing great 
tennis; I was leading this match, and all of 
a sudden I get this injury when I had to 
come back at home and scratch after 24 
hours of plane ride, and I couldn't go up 
and down, and I have a four-level house, 
only stairs, and I couldn't go down the 
stairs.  So I had to stay in one level and 
stay there for two weeks laying on the 
couch, couldn't do anything.  And it was 
during the Australian Open, so every time 
I was switching on the TV, which was the 
Australian Open, so I was keeping 
switching off because I just couldn't look at 
the matches.  
 And I remember I felt so sad, and 
mentally it was so tough for me that when 
I had the chance to step back on the 
court, I didn't want it to leave.  It makes 
me so much stronger, and sometimes 
when I go through some rough patches 
during the matches, I just keep remember 
those hard times, and it helps me to just 
keeping going, keeping going.  And I won 
so many tough matches this year when I 
was down match point or down two breaks 
or double break down and I was keeping 
fighting and fighting for it and end up 
winning them.  
 
End of Interview 


