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Lucie Safarova defeats Polona Hercog 
6-0, 6-0 

 
Post-Match Press Conference With: 
 

LUCIE SAFAROVA 
 
 Q.  So you're feeling pretty good, 
huh? 
 LUCIE SAFAROVA:  Yeah.  
Amazing.  It's been a fantastic week so 
far, and be able to play singles and 
doubles finals, it's just the dream of the 
player to be. 
 
 Q.  What's been the difference 
this week for you as compared to the 
first start of the season?  You were 
kind of up and down the first part of the 
season.  What's been the difference for 
you this week? 
 LUCIE SAFAROVA:  Well, yeah, 
it's clay, so I like clay.  I grew up on clay, 
and the green clay is a little bit faster, so 
it's even better maybe for me than the red 
clay.  And yeah, I would say like I had 
quiet start of the season, upset for me, 
disappointment at the Australian Open, 
but it was a very windy day, and Christina 
McHale played very well, so that was the 
only down part of the season so far.  
 But I had a great tournament in 
Doha, and even Indian Wells was good, 
so I built my way up, and yeah, I will try to 
still keep up and do my best. 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Q.  Lucie, could you talk about 

the challenge of playing Serena? 
 LUCIE SAFAROVA:  Of course.  To 
play Serena it's always a great challenge.  
She's a great player, and I was watching 
her match today against Sam.  She was 
playing very solid, very good.  
 So I'm really looking forward to it, 
and we had some tough matches in the 
past, so I never beat her so far, but as I 
said, I played good here.  I feel good, and 
I'll try to win tomorrow. 
 
 Q.  Lucie, would you say this is 
the best week of your career? 
 LUCIE SAFAROVA:  Best week?  
It's tough to say.  I mean I had great wins, 
and especially the winning doubles as 
well.  So I'm double happy now I would 
say.  
 Yeah, well, I don't know.  I played 
also finals in indoor Paris a couple years 
ago.  It was also amazing, or quarterfinals 
at the Australian Open.  So yeah, I think 
it's one of the best weeks I had, yeah. 
 
 Q.  What's the like winning a 
semifinal match 6-0, 6-0.  It doesn't 
happen that much.  
 LUCIE SAFAROVA:  I would never 
expect that going on court because I still 
remember playing Polona at Roland 
Garros two years ago and I lost 2-6, 6-1, 
and I was destroyed after that match, and 
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I was this morning, I speak to go my coach 
and I was like, okay, I'm better this year, 
definitely, and I should go for it.  And I was 
really concentrate and really pushing 
throughout the match and trying to don't 
let go.  And yeah, it went 6-0, 6-0, so it's 
amazing.  It's good for me to save some 
powers because I will need them 
tomorrow. 
 
 Q.  Did you watch any of the first 
semifinal and did that maybe inspire 
your play like that? 
 LUCIE SAFAROVA:  Like that, you 
mean trying to be even better, and score 
like Serena?  (Laughs).  Maybe.  I met her 
when I was coming back and she told me 
this.  So I was like, yeah, I got you.  
 But no, I mean you don't think like 
that.  Of course, like I watched, I see and 
you look at the other players.  You try to 
improve yourself so you keep up at the 
level of the top, and yeah, that's how -- 
like I was going for my game and I had my 
game plan for Polona and it was working 
very well, so I tried to do the same 
tomorrow, go there, have a plan and try to 
do everything possible to win.  
 
 Q.  Lucie, do you and Anastasia 
plan to stay together for the clay 
season? 
 LUCIE SAFAROVA:  Yeah, we are 
set now until the end of the season.  
Actually we got our first wild card last 
week in Miami, and we did quarterfinals 
and we got second wild card and the finals 
here so far.  So we like to play together.  
So I hope to do well with her in future 
tournaments and build up the game.  I like 

to play doubles.  It's fun.  I like the team 
spirit there.  It's very different. 
 
 Q.  You must be liking it a lot 
right now.  Have you ever been in a 
singles and doubles final before in one 
tournament? 
 LUCIE SAFAROVA:  No. 
 
 Q.  What will you do tonight to 
prepare? 
 LUCIE SAFAROVA:  I think we will 
go out together for dinner.  Last couple 
days, actually I have to say, it was funny, 
because we said two days ago it was 
Russian night.  Yesterday it was Czech 
night.  So today we have to kind of 
combine it, and yeah, we go together for 
dinner and just enjoy the evening, enjoy 
the win of the today. 
 
 Q.  What do you think were the 
keys to your win, the singles semifinal? 
 LUCIE SAFAROVA:  Today?  I 
knew that Polona has a worse backhand, 
so I was trying to build up the game 
through the backhand and then attack to 
the forehand.  And yeah, I knew that she's 
slicing a lot and trying to get me out of the 
rhythm.  So I was trying to like don't rush 
my game, just slowly build it up and push 
her always, and it was working. 
 
 Q.  So where did you go for 
Czech night in Charleston, South 
Carolina? 
 LUCIE SAFAROVA:  Czech night?  
We ended very late the doubles 
yesterday.  It was like 10:00 in the 
evening, so we went to the Wasabi sushi 
place here.  And the Russian, we ended 
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every day so late, maybe today we go 
somewhere else.  But I mean we play 
tomorrow, so it's nothing big celebration.  
 
 Q.  Sort of off-topic question, I've 
noticed that a lot of Czech players wear 
Nike.  Do you know why that is?  A lot 
of them do? 
 LUCIE SAFAROVA:  Nike?  
 
 Q.  Yeah.  
 LUCIE SAFAROVA:  Oh, maybe 
Nike likes us.  
 
 Q.  There's no other connection 
you don't think? 
 LUCIE SAFAROVA:  I don't think 
so.  No.  No.  I've been with Nike since I 
was, I think, 12 years old.  So yeah, I like 
it.  
 
End of Interview  


