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An Interview With: 

 
BILLIE JEAN KING and ROSIE CASALS 
 
 MIKE SAIA:  Welcome everybody.  
Thank you for being here.  So it's a great 
honor for the Family Circle Cup to be 
celebrating 40 years, and it's an even 
bigger honor to have Billie Jean and Rosie 
Casals, our first champions here with us 
today.  They're going to spend a good bit 
of time with us today and answer all of 
your question.  We're just going to open 
up the floor and we have a microphone to 
be passed around.  If anyone has a 
question, please be sure to speak into the 
microphone so we can get it on the 
transcript, and any questions, just raise 
your hand and the microphone will find its 
way to you.  Questions?  
 
 Q.  Rosie, could you tell us your 
remembrances of that first tournament 40 years 
ago and what it was like to be the first 
champion here at the Family Circle? 
 ROSIE CASALS:  I do remember 
as if it was yesterday, but it wasn't.  You 
know, I mean, yeah, $30,000 that was like 
the biggest prize money I ever received, I 
think men and women.  Right?  I think at 
that time it was the largest prize money.  
 And I remember Jack Jones telling 
me and says, you know, Family Circle is 
putting up the biggest prize money for 
women, and I said, really?  He said, "It's 
going to be big.  That check is worth 
$30,000."  And obviously it must have 
made an impression on me, because I 
never beat her, and I beat her, and I beat  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nancy Richey, who was one of the best 
clay-courters, and like she said, she was 
down 5-3 and I started drop-shotting her, 
and she didn't like to run. 
 Anyway, it was a great event, and it 
was great to be the first -- it's always nice 
to be the first. 
 BILLIE JEAN KING:  I was a 
spectator at that match, so what do you 
want to know?  Everybody was so tight.  It 
was great. 
 ROSIE CASALS:  Yeah, because 
we'd never played for that much. 
 BILLIE JEAN KING:  I think that's 
the only tournament where anyone 
thought about the money.  I'm serious.  I 
think before, maybe the first time we 
played a Virginia Slims, but not really.  
$30,000.  That was an extraordinary 
moment.  I remember landing in Hilton 
Head and seeing Jack and John Morano 
was also the other promoter, and I don't 
know, it just had such excitement in the 
air, and -- 
 ROSIE CASALS:  It was the first 
time we were televised. 
 BILLIE JEAN KING:  Yeah.  First 
time we had national television.  I felt like 
everybody had $30,000 written on their 
forehead, so every time you'd look at 
them, you'd see $30,000.  You should 
have seen the final.  It was three sets, like 
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Rosie said, it was so close.  They had long 
rallies, except for near the end you did the 
drop shots, and I think you were just like, 
okay, I gotta get this over with.  It was 
tight.  And I remember Rosie and Nancy 
walking away.  I swear, did you have a six 
pack of beers together?  
 ROSIE CASALS:  I know I did have 
a heck of a party.  
 BILLIE JEAN KING:  It was so 
sweet because both of you were kind of 
like right next to each other, kind of like it 
was like total, like, okay, you had this 
match, you tried to kill each other and beat 
each other, and then you just walked 
away together and you were going to have 
a party together.  Everybody was part of it.  
So it was an extraordinary moment for all 
of us.  It really was and such fond 
memories.  I can't believe I lost to Rosie.  
Gees Louise.  I think I lost to you in three 
sets.  No, I probably got killed.  I don't 
remember.  All I know is I lost.  
 Rosie like won the first Virginia 
Slims of Houston tournament, our 
inaugural tournament, and she won the 
Family Circle Cup.  You like those firsts. 
 ROSIE CASALS:  And you had had 
your knee operated, so that helped me out 
because I didn't have to play you.  
 BILLIE JEAN KING:  My knee was 
just fine when you beat me in '73.  So no 
excuses.  You beat me fair and square 
and that's it, baby.  Congratulations on 
winning that first one.  That was great.  
 
 Q.  Everybody is well familiar with the 
iconic photo of everyone holding up the dollar 
bills.  Victoria Azarenko has already passed 
four million dollars in prize money.  

 BILLIE JEAN KING:  Can I have a 
loan? 
 
 Q.  You could talk to here.  But can you 
talk about that a little bit, could you ever have 
imagined what you were doing then would be 
what it is now? 
 ROSIE CASALS:  Wow, it's obvious 
that we had no idea this little dollar would 
turn into millions. 
 BILLIE JEAN KING:  We didn't, 
really?  We talked about it. 
 ROSIE CASALS:  Yeah, we did 
have an inkling, but as a symbol, when 
you see a dollar, you know, and we played 
for those dollars, and every year they grew 
and grew and grew.  And it's wonderful to 
see that women's tennis is where it is, 
making the money that it is, and you know, 
equal to the men.  
 I don't think there's another -- I 
know there's not another -- 
 BILLIE JEAN KING:  We don't get 
equal prize money altogether, though.  At 
least at the majors and most of the 
tournaments we are.  I think 40 percent. 
 ROSIE CASALS:  Venus is working 
on that; right?  
 BILLIE JEAN KING:  I hope Venus 
is.  The reason we did a dollar contract, 
because when Gladys and all of us were 
talking, she goes, I'll do it, but I can't pay 
you.  I said, just give us a dollar.  I said 
that's a good idea.  That's a good photo 
thing. 
 ROSIE CASALS:  Also, we needed 
to be contract pros.  
 BILLIE JEAN KING:  To be 
protected.  I said, just give us a dollar, 
Gladys.  Can you handle nine dollars?  
She goes, yeah, I can handle that, 
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because she was worried about we're 
going to want big contracts.  And I said, 
just give us a dollar, token dollar; she said, 
that's a good idea.  So that's how that 
happened. 
 ROSIE CASALS:  But do you think 
the players now, they don't think about the 
million dollars they won at Sony Ericsson 
or BNP.  I don't think they think about 
playing for that money. 
 BILLIE JEAN KING:  No, I don't 
think so.  I didn't think about the money 
except at Family Circle Cup.  Obviously it 
didn't help me.  It helped you.  
 ROSIE CASALS:  Like I said, I 
bought a Mercedes for 20,000, a 450SL 
and I had $10,000 in the bank.  What a 
deal.  
 
 Q.  So much has been achieve already 
for women's tennis in terms of equality with the 
men in prize money.  What do you think is the 
next frontier for women's tennis to try to get 
even better? 
 ROSIE CASALS:  You answer that.  
You've got -- you just did the global 
advisory thing.  You know what's going on 
there.  
 BILLIE JEAN KING:  I'm on a global 
advisory council.  I think continuing to 
make inroads into different countries is 
important.  
 I'm a big believer that you have to 
see it to be it, and I think when the women 
go to places like the Middle East and other 
areas where they've never seen women 
tennis players of this caliber live, a lot of 
people gave -- I got a ton of calls from the 
media telling me how bad we were to go 
to Doha when we had the championships 
there.  I said, I disagree with you.  I think 
that's important that we do go there and 

we're seen and we can start helping 
change things.  
 A lot of people did not agree with 
me.  They thought we should boycott it 
and not go.  I'm a big believer in going to 
those places because the only way you're 
going to change people is to see them and 
meet them and talk and find out how much 
we're alike in this world instead of not like 
each other.  
 It's amazing.  So I think it's very 
important that we do go, and there's a lot 
of emerging markets.  Let's face it.  We 
haven't even got to Africa yet.  Africa is 
not even close yet.  We haven't even 
started there.  There's a whole 'nother 
continent we haven't done. 
 ROSIE CASALS:  And sports 
brings people together.  
 BILLIE JEAN KING:  It's like music.  
It's like art.  
 ROSIE CASALS:  Yeah.  
Absolutely.  It's something in common, 
and I think all of that is extremely good. 
 BILLIE JEAN KING:  Each one has 
a language of its own, but it's all the same 
and we're all pretty much alike, even 
though we don't think we are, but we are.  
We're probably 99 percent the same DNA, 
except the one percent that separates us.  
So if we just think about the 99 percent 
alike instead of the one percent we're not 
alike. 
 ROSIE CASALS:  I don't know if we 
want a lot of them like you or less.  One is 
enough.  (Laughs).  
 BILLIE JEAN KING:  You know, 
you guys, we didn't have any media that 
used to come to us like this.  I tell you 
what went through my mind and flashed 
through my mind when we walked up and 
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looked out, we're celebrating the original 
nine and the beginning of something.  
 We used to always have to get in a 
car and go every place.  We'd spend a 
whole day just going to a newspaper or 
going to do a radio show or going to do an 
interview with a magazine or whatever we 
could.  We'd go at 6:00 in the morning.  
We'd stay up until 2:00 at night.  We didn't 
care if anybody listened to us; we're 
saying thank you. 
 I remember going to a newspaper, 
we'd go as a group sometimes or one or 
two of us.  They'd say, why should we 
cover you?  I'd say do you have a 
stringer?  Why don't you let the stringer do 
it.  I tried everything.  A stringer would get 
excited about it.  But the big kahunas, the 
big columnists just looked at us like should 
we do anything.  
 ROSIE CASALS:  When they 
ended up having to do women's tennis, 
they knew they were in the doghouse.  
And we had to educate the media 
because they knew nothing about tennis.  
That was not a sport -- it was basketball, 
football, baseball, but women's tennis 
absolutely not. 
 BILLIE JEAN KING:  I think it 
helped me that my younger brother was a 
major league baseball player.  A lot of 
those guys were baseball guys, and I'd go, 
oh, you know my brother.  And they'd go, 
oh, okay.  Let's talk.  So any way you 
could get in there, you've gotta find when 
you're talking with someone what can they 
identify with.  
 ROSIE CASALS:  Plus there 
weren't very many -- I don't know how 
many women sports reporters there were. 

 BILLIE JEAN KING:  I think there 
was one in Charlotte.  Mary -- what was 
her last name?  She's one of my sheroes.  
Mary Garber.  I met with her, too.  I finally 
got to meet her.  I made a point to meet 
with her.  I asked them, where is Mary.  I 
want to meet with her and thank her.  Yes, 
I did. 
 ROSIE CASALS:  And that's what 
was strange talking women's tennis to the 
guys. 
 BILLIE JEAN KING:  I thought it 
was easy.  You grow up seeing the world 
through men's eyes, so it was pretty easy, 
I thought. 
 
 Q.  You guys were talking about the 
other sports out there.  I mean this week when 
the players have come in, they've been asked 
about the original nine, been very 
complimentary, knowledgeable, that kind of 
thing.  You don't always see that in other 
sports that the players give testimony to the 
people who came before, and is that kind of 
unique in your situation?  You guys must be 
very gratified about that as well.  
 BILLIE JEAN KING:  Do you want 
to answer that or do you want me to?  
 ROSIE CASALS:  No.  Go ahead 
and answer that. 
 BILLIE JEAN KING:  I think the 
WTA has done a fantastic job of trying to 
teach the history, but I must say our 
generation worked very hard with Martina 
and Chris.  And we felt it was important, at 
least to keep the generations connected 
as time went on because history is usually 
lost, as each generation goes by.  It's 
usually half-life with what happened.  And 
we certainly did not want that to happen.  
 And we still have a program, a 
mentoring program, and I know once a 
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year at the US Open I do a mentoring 
program.  They bring in the best young 
players and we have two sessions, and 
sometimes some player like a Rosie or 
one of the other players, Leslie Allen, any 
of the players who want to come; Tracy 
Austin has come.  We invite other older 
players to come and sit down with them, 
and they actually take -- it's not a test, but 
they do answer questions about the 
history, so they do learn it.  They make 
them do that.  And we really do talk about 
the beginning of the tour.  We ask 
questions, I ask questions to them.  We're 
trying to always keep each generation 
connected.  That's very important. 
 I think it brings so much more 
richness and depth to our sport when we 
can do that.  I think it's much more human 
because people, quite frankly, don't care 
how you hit a backhand or a serve.  
People don't remember what you said or 
what was said or how you said it, but they 
do remember how they feel when they 
leave.  Think about your own lives when 
you leave anything; an interview or a 
dinner with someone, if you leave there 
thinking how you felt about it, and so I 
think if we can reach their hearts and 
minds, particularly their hearts, and they 
feel good when they go home, like after 
watching the Family Circle Cup tonight 
and say, God, that was fun.  It felt good.  It 
was fun.  It feels good.  That's really our 
job is to connect with the people, I think.  
 I think that's what entertainment is 
all about is sharing an experience 
together.  And the audience, I can tell you, 
to me personally was always very 
important to helping me raise my game, 
and I think Rosie was absolutely, the 

bigger the crowd, the better Rosie played, 
believe me.  She is one of the most 
creative players we've ever had.  She 
probably is the best athlete we had pound 
for pound.  And when I played doubles 
with her, I always ended up watching her 
play, unfortunately.  I forgot to get in the 
match because that's how much fun she 
was to watch.  Very exciting. 
 ROSIE CASALS:  That didn't 
happen when we played singles.  You 
didn't watch. 
 BILLIE JEAN KING:  I only played 
the ball then.  She was extremely exciting 
to watch and extremely creative the way 
she played tennis, and I think -- 
 ROSIE CASALS:  I had to match 
my outfits. 
 BILLIE JEAN KING:  Yeah.  Ted 
Tinling who did a lot of -- he did our -- we 
actually knew we were in the 
entertainment business because Ted 
would make all our dresses, all 16 of us 
when we first started, and we'd do color 
themes every year.  We had a great time.  
 It was a very creative -- it's creative 
not just to worry about the tennis ball.  It 
was creative to think about what you're 
going to wear, what kind of materials. 
 ROSIE CASALS:  We played at 
night. 
 BILLIE JEAN KING:  Outdoors 
you're going to wear something different 
than you wear indoors. 
 ROSIE CASALS:  I mean our circuit 
in the winter was always indoors until 
around April, middle May when we ended 
up coming to Family Circle. 
 BILLIE JEAN KING:  And this is the 
sequin queen. 
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 ROSIE CASALS:  I was the sequin 
and the rhinestones and God knows what 
else.  
 BILLIE JEAN KING:  He did let me 
have mirrors on the bodice of my dress.  I 
said I have to have a the Bobby Riggs 
outfit.  That was my B dress, not even my 
A dress.  
 ROSIE CASALS:  You brought your 
A game, though.  
 BILLIE JEAN KING:  He made me 
two dresses and I ended up wearing the B 
dress.  You know what I loved about him, 
he was always stretching the envelope.  
He was always going to the new materials 
and the new fabrics and new ideas.  It was 
so fascinating to discuss and to help 
create. 
 ROSIE CASALS:  He dressed 
Gussie Moran.  
 BILLIE JEAN KING:  Maureen 
Connolly.  He made Maureen Connolly's 
wedding dress.  It was just gorgeous.  
Those things are fun, man.  Should we 
have a collar this year or no collar.  Should 
this dress have a collar or no collar?  What 
time of the year are we going to wear -- 
what kind of collar, smaller, bigger.  
Margaret Court had huge ones if you look 
at some of her -- that was Ted. 
 ROSIE CASALS:  She's big.  
 BILLIE JEAN KING:  She's big, had 
big collars.  So it was really fun to go 
through that creative process with him and 
do it together.  
 
 Q.  You guys were talking about trying 
to get more media coverage.  I'm curious, what 
do you think that the media can do now to help 
advance the cause of women's tennis? 

 BILLIE JEAN KING:  Well, I guess 
be positive in everything that you write 
about.  Don't be negative.  Don't say 
anything bad about women's tennis and 
what's going on.  Say it's the best game in 
town and that we need more prize money 
and we need to give it a bigger spotlight, 
more copy room, front page all the time.  
 I don't know.  I mean you guys are 
far more knowledgeable than you used to 
be.  I mean you know what's going on.  So 
I don't know what restrictions you have 
from writing your pieces and whether they 
say, well, look, you know, right now it's 
NFL season so we can't put a whole lot 
about this here.  So I don't know what 
things you guys have to go through.  
 I mean half of it is -- I think you 
have to love the sport, and if you love the 
sport, you find ways of doing more for it, 
and different ways of how you write it and 
how good it is.  I don't know.  What would 
you say?  Do they need to boycott?  
 ROSIE CASALS:  The challenge is 
there's so much competition.  And people 
still prefer men's sports over us.  So we're 
in our infancy.  90 percent of the media is 
controlled by men.  
 BILLIE JEAN KING:  So ladies, you 
need to step up to the plate.  Most of the 
people -- like sticks to like.  It's usually 
about themselves.  So it's very interesting 
to see how people relate.  If a man has a 
daughter, he's very different from a man 
who doesn't.  It's just what we experience 
as human beings, as a woman or as a 
man, it's different how we perceive the 
world; and every human being is different.  
 But we need as much as you do for 
us.  It's always ironic, though, that when, 
for instance, we have a rivalry like Martina 



Transcripts�Provided�By:�
 

Kelly�McKee,�CCR,�RPR,�CRR�
Savannah, GA 

kadmcr@yahoo.com 
912-441-0821 

 
 

7 

and Chris had, that everyone said, what's 
wrong with all the talent?  There's not 
enough talent.  Why are they running 
everything?  And when we don't have a 
rivalry, they say where's the rivalry.  
There's no one that's clear No. 1.  What's 
going on?  And I know I'm going to get it 
either way.  
 Whatever position we're in at that 
moment, that's the media question I'm 
going to get.  Why don't we have one 
person really stand out or really just one.  
Is that because we have more talent right 
now or what is it?  So you have to ask 
yourself -- I love it when you find the 
human element side of a player.  
 I just still think that's what people 
want to read about, what makes them 
special as a person.  And I think asking 
the right questions to get that out of them 
is hard.  If they're not in the right mood 
that day, I know your job, if they're not on 
time or whatever, it must be so hard on 
you. 
 
 Q.  Could you talk a little bit more about 
the original nine's impact as it transcends 
sport, and the current governor of South 
Carolina is not just a woman; she's a minority.  
Could you have imagined that in 1973 when 
you guys first showed up in the state of South 
Carolina? 
 ROSIE CASALS:  Can I imagine 
that?  I don't know.  
 BILLIE JEAN KING:  And having it 
is different.  
 ROSIE CASALS:  I don't know.  
 BILLIE JEAN KING:  In 1970 if we 
could imagine it?  
 ROSIE CASALS:  That there would 
be a woman?  

 BILLIE JEAN KING:  Absolutely.  I 
always imagine the world that I want it 
anyway and I keep striving towards it.  I 
always imagine it.  Doesn't mean that's the 
way it is.  
 I mean the United States as far as 
equality and politics of men and women 
we're number 70.  So everybody thinks 
this country is so up there at the top.  
We're not.  We're 70 in the world 
politically.  We've never had a woman 
president.  It's pathetic.  You have to see it 
to be it.  I said earlier, until kids see 
women in positions of decision-making 
positions, whether they see you in the 
media, whether they see us working 
together.  We influence.  Every human 
being is an influencer, every single one of 
you.  
 And whatever you decide to 
champion in your life can make a 
difference.  So your job if you're in the 
media, what am I going to champion, what 
am I going to write about.  How can I 
make a difference as a writer.  I would 
think if I were writing, that's what I'd be 
because I'm not a great writer.  I wish I 
could write like you guys.  I really admire 
writers.  I love writers.  
 ROSIE CASALS:  But you like to 
read. 
 BILLIE JEAN KING:  I love to read.  
I used to stay up till 4:00 at Runyons in 
New York with all the writers.  I love 
writers.  In the old days they used to take 
us to tournaments.  I think the players 
today have missed out on a lot.  They're 
not as close to you, they don't have your 
friendship.  
 I loved it.  Those special people, I 
loved Barry Lloyds because he could set 
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the scene in the way he wrote.  I'd love to 
go in the media room and I'd watch you 
guys work.  It was hysterical.  Some guys 
were so quick with their stories and some 
were so slow.  Time is running out, you 
got a deadline.  Some people can't make 
it, some are just like -- they'd talk to each 
other like this, Bud Collins and Mike could 
go like this.  Here's the story and here's 
Barry Lloyd tearing his hair out trying to 
get a story in, and it was hysterical.  
 So I used to go stand in the back 
and just watch everybody work, and it was 
absolutely hysterical to watch.  I love 
watching you guys work.  It was fun to see 
the process that each one of you go 
through and how you're different just like 
each player plays different. 
 ROSIE CASALS:  I think the only 
time we didn't like you is when you said 
something bad or you misquoted us. 
 BILLIE JEAN KING:  You didn't 
have to worry about me.  I wasn't allowed 
to read my press clippings in those days 
since I was 15 years old.  And I haven't.  
So whatever you say, go for it.  Today's a 
new day. 
 ROSIE CASALS:  I'll be reading 
you guys tomorrow morning. 
 BILLIE JEAN KING:  Most players 
do read word for word, so if they're not 
nice to you the next day, that's usually 
what happened.  Chris and Martina, every 
day they'd come in the locker room, I can't 
believe -- what we used to do with Martina 
is cut out -- when I used to coach her and 
Craig Cardin (ph.) coached her full time, 
we used to go down in the morning before 
she got up and we'd cut the articles out of 
the newspapers about her.  

 She'd come down and see all these 
articles cut out, and she would be reading 
and she'd go, oh, there was a knock on 
me; right?  Oh.  She didn't get to read it.  
We wouldn't let her read because she'd 
have a fit.  
 It's usually 50/50.  50 got the facts 
right and 50 didn't.  We're all human.  
We're not perfect. 
 MIKE SAIA:  At this point we're 
running a little bit close to our time.  Is 
there anyone who has questions as to 
tonight's event. 
 BILLIE JEAN KING:  Who's playing 
tonight?  
 ROSIE CASALS:  Chris is going to 
be the coach and we have the two 
Martinas, Renae Stubbs, Aaron Krickstein 
and that McEnroe guy.  So they're going 
to be playing World Team Tennis.  
 BILLIE JEAN KING:  I think 
Krickstein is playing.  Mac's been very 
loyal.  He plays every year.  He plays for 
the New York team.  Guess what, I think 
he should.  Chris Evert played a lot of 
team tennis, and Martina played 20 
seasons, so they know how to play.  They 
get it.  
 The thing you have to watch for is 
cumulative scoring.  Every game counts, 
so you cannot let up for one moment.  It's 
no ad, one, two, three, four.  At 3-3, it's 
receiver's choice unless it's mixed, it's 
gender to gender.  And that's it.  That 
point's it, baboom.  
 ROSIE CASALS:  You've got your 
team tennis finals here; right?  
 BILLIE JEAN KING:  Yeah, the 
week after the US Open.  I'm so excited 
because we're going to have time to 
promote it this time.  We finish in July, so 
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we got about six weeks or so before our 
conference finals and our finals.  So I'm 
very excited, and the weather won't be 
quite so hot as last year.  It's too hot for 
everybody.  And we had so much rain.  
That was really fun.  Not.  
 Actually it was fun, but it wasn't 
good for the TV and all, and I felt so sorry 
for Bob Moran and Eleanor and all the 
people that were out drying the court and 
having to work for it.  Everyone was 
exhausted.  So I really take my hat off to 
everybody.  
 But I want to thank you all for being 
here, because this is nice.  We're not used 
to having this many people.  So we kind of 
got used to it later, but not in the 
beginning.  In the beginning it was just -- 
anyway, thank you for just being here and 
covering women's professional tennis.  
We really appreciate it, in particular the 
Family Circle Cup.  
 ROSIE CASALS:  Thank you.  
 
End of Interview  
 


