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Samantha Stosur defeats Venus Williams 

6-3, 4-6, 6-3 
 
Post-Match Press Conference With: 
 

SAMANTHA STOSUR 
 
 Q.  Sam, can you talk about your day 
and how you managed your energy, first 
playing Galina and then Venus?  Did it actually 
help you getting a couple of hours on the court 
since it was so cold today? 
 SAMANTHA STOSUR:  I don't 
know whether it helped me or didn't help 
me I guess the biggest sign will be what I 
feel like tomorrow, but so far I feel pretty 
good.  I think it wasn't the end of the world 
to get out here and play this morning and 
get used to these conditions because 
today is very different than what we have 
been playing in.  I would have preferred to 
have not played two three-set matches, 
but nevertheless, I'm happy to be through. 
 
 Q.  What were your thoughts when you 
saw the schedule being up first and then quick 
turnaround to third again? 
 SAMANTHA STOSUR:  Yeah, it's 
tricky because even though we didn't play 
that long last night, it was still a pretty long 
day, and then didn't get out of here until 
after 9:00, and coming straight up first 
match today, it's a very quick turnaround, 
but I guess that's part of tennis.  And 
sometimes you gotta be ready for those 
kinds of things, and nobody can pick or 
choose or predict when the rain is going to 
come.  So unfortunately for me I probably  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

got the rough end of it, but that's the way it 
goes. 
 
 Q.  Venus is one of the players you had 
never beaten before in your career and you've 
had a few players like that.  Sharapova at 
Istanbul.  Also you started turning the tides 
against recently.  Is that something you feel 
like you're doing better to break through 
against these players now? 
 SAMANTHA STOSUR:  Yeah, it's 
only one win compared to I don't know 
how many time she's beaten me, five or 
six, but of course, I'm very, very happy to 
have beaten her now.  And it's always a 
good challenge coming up against players 
that you've never beaten before, and I've 
always struggled against her game, but 
thankfully for me today I was able to turn it 
around. 
 
 Q.  You just played Serena in Miami, 
and what do you think on the clay now and 
what's the difference there? 
 SAMANTHA STOSUR:  Well, I 
think for sure the clay isn't her most 
favorite surface, but it's always tough 
playing Serena no matter what surface 
you're on.  And we've played a couple of 
times in reasonably quick succession 
recently, and they've been pretty good 
matches, so I'm sure tomorrow is going to 
be no different.  I'm really looking forward 
to it. 
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 Q.  What were the keys today, Sam?  
What helped you get this first win? 
 SAMANTHA STOSUR:  I think I 
had to serve well today, and I think 
throughout that second set when I was 
losing my service games, a couple of 
those games I wasn't getting a high 
enough first serve percentage, and when 
you're hitting second serves against 
someone like Venus, it's pretty dangerous 
territory to live in.  And with the conditions 
the way they were I wasn't really able to 
get the ball up and jumping away the way 
I usually like to.  So I think that was an 
important turnaround from the second to 
the third set when I started serving better 
and kept going for it, kept trying to be 
aggressive on my return games and 
started making more than missing more. 
 
 Q.  Doesn't look like Dave is in your box 
this week.  Can you talk about where he is or 
are you going to reunite when you get back to 
Europe? 
 SAMANTHA STOSUR:  Yeah.  He 
just had a little baby girl last week, so he's 
at home with his family; and last week he 
wasn't in Miami either, so we've had a 
good few weeks apart and we'll meet up 
again at Fed Cup. 
 
 Q.  Who's coaching you now? 
 SAMANTHA STOSUR:  Raj 
(Chaudhuri).  He coaches Jill Craybas.  
He's just here helping me out for the few 
weeks, so it's been going pretty well. 
 
 Q.  Sam, it seemed like you had some 
pretty good crowd support out there 
considering Venus is an American and coming 
back from illness.  Did you feel that way? 
 SAMANTHA STOSUR:  Yeah, I felt 
the crowd was pretty even.  I think always 

playing a Williams sister, no matter where 
you are in the world, there's always going 
to be great crowd support for them, and 
obviously being in the States it's a little bit 
more, but I think I got a fair bit of love out 
there today as well, so I really enjoy 
playing here, and I think the crowd here 
enjoyed watching me play.  So of course, 
you've gotta expect that, but I think it was 
pretty even. 
 
 Q.  Can you tell me about your use of 
slice during the match?  Did you come out here 
and consciously want to use that against 
Venus who's so tall and has to dig the ball up? 
 SAMANTHA STOSUR:  Yeah.  It's 
a shot I try to work into probably most of 
my matches I play, but especially against 
someone like Venus.  She's very tall, 
doesn't usually probably like to be moving 
forward on a ball that low, so I tried to mix 
it in, and it also helps just to change the 
tempo of the rally a little bit.  
 She likes to hit the ball hard, and 
when the ball is coming back hard to her, I 
think it's a little bit easier for her to keep 
generating that pace.  So it's one of those 
things I can use to try and slow the 
momentum of the rally. 
 
 Q.  A lot of players have been talking 
about their thoughts on the WTA original nine 
who are reuniting this weekend.  Talk about 
your thoughts and how you first learned about 
them and what they did for where you are 
today.  
 SAMANTHA STOSUR:  Yeah, it's 
obviously a great story, and me and 
players of the generations since are really 
getting the rewards for what those nine 
ladies did back 40 years ago or whatever 
it was, so yeah, we've definitely got a lot to 
be thankful for for them to stand up and 
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really stand up for what they believe in 
and really started to make a push for what 
they wanted.  
 And obviously we wouldn't be here 
where we are today without them, and it's 
great that they were able to do that at 
such a point in time all those years ago 
when it wasn't probably so easy for 
women to get what they wanted. 
 
 Q.  What do you think it is that made 
women's tennis the biggest of all women's 
sports? 
 SAMANTHA STOSUR:  I don't 
know.  Maybe it is possible to play this 
sport globally around the world, and 
there's so many countries playing now.  
And you know, you don't need a whole lot 
of space, I guess, to have a tennis court.  
You only need some balls and a racquet.  
And I think it's one of those sports that you 
can play from when you're three years old 
to 90 if you're healthy.  So it's something 
that everyone can do, no matter how old, 
young, fit, unfit, they can always go out 
there and swing a racquet. 
 
 Q.  Sam, you're sliding very naturally 
these days.  Do you practice sliding on clay or 
does that just come about as experience? 
 SAMANTHA STOSUR:  Well, I 
think as the years have gone on, I've got a 
lot better at it and definitely feel more 
comfortable now than what I did when I 
first started clay court maybe 10, 12 years 
ago, so I think the more times you get to 
play on it, the more comfortable you feel.  
And today, compared to my first round, I 
still felt better today, so I'm sure as the 
clay court season goes on, it will hopefully 
get even better. 
 

 Q.  Emotionally you seem so stable and 
mature out there.  Is that something that comes 
naturally to you or do you have to make a 
conscious effort? 
 SAMANTHA STOSUR:  Sometimes 
it comes naturally and sometimes it 
doesn't.  Sometimes you gotta fight 
yourself to portray that, I guess, but at the 
moment the last few months it has come 
pretty easy to me.  
 I think I'm in a good space right 
now, I know exactly what I want to be 
doing, and if I'm doing the right things, but 
missing it, it doesn't bother me, because I 
know that's the way I'm going to win more 
matches, so yeah, everything is going 
really well at the moment, I think 
emotionally, and I'm pretty even out there.  
And I get excited when I do something 
good, and of course, there's always those 
moments of frustration or disappointment, 
but if you can step up to the line and clear 
that before the next point starts, then it 
doesn't really matter.  
 
End of Interview  


