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An Interview With: 
  

JELENA JANKOVIC 
 

Jelena Jankovic defeats Eugenie Bouchard 

6-2, 6-1 
Quarterfinal Round 

 
 DANNY KENDALL:  As y'all know, 
today was Jelena's 500th win.  
(Applause).  
 
 JELENA JANKOVIC:  I actually 
didn't know that.  I don't know who told 
me.  I was like, really?  
 
 Q.  Can you celebrate one more time? 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  What do you 
mean, up here like I did?  (Laughs).  We'll 
take first question for Jelena, please.  
 
 Q.  Looked pretty straightforward for 
you out there.  How were you feeling, and you 
told us you were going to make it simpler, and 
each round it has gotten simpler.  

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  I'm keeping 
my promises.  That's for sure.  I'm pretty 
happy with the way I played today.  I 
played a young opponent with big 
potential, and it was our first match 
against each other.  So I think I did very 
well.  I was in control of the match.  I was 
controlling the points.  I was serving much 
better than I did in the previous matches, 
and I was putting a lot of pressure on her 
serve.  And I took control, and then I felt 
comfortable. 

 So I think I did very well, and I'm  
 
 
 
 
Q. Jelena, you have back-to-back semis 
now.  How are you feeling about your game?  
Do you feel like you're sustaining  momentum 
now as opposed to last year where you had a 
week of good results and the next week not so 
good? 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Yeah.  I'm 
feeling that with every match I'm 
improving, that my movement is getting 
much better.  I'm feeling much more 
comfortable.  I'm hitting the ball a lot 
cleaner, and my serve today was much 
better.  And overall I feel that I'm just 
getting better and better with each day.  
And I'm very pleased about that, so 
hopefully I can continue like this and I can 
play even better tomorrow.  
 I just -- I enjoy playing on clay, and 
I enjoy battling and just competing.  That's 
what I'm here to do, and I look forward to 
playing the semi.  Hopefully I can do well. 
 
 Q.  Jelena, 500 matches.  

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Yeah. 
 
 Q.  That's a big number.  

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Yeah, I 
know. 
 
 Q.  Does it feel like 500 to you? 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  I don't know 
what it feels like.  I had no idea how many 
wins I had.  I'm really bad with statistics.  I 
don't follow any of that.  But it's pretty nice.  
It's a great achievement to get my 500th 
win on the WTA Tour, and hopefully I can 
have many more.  And we'll see how it 
goes.  
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 It's nice.  I don't know how many 
players have done that, and in order to 
have 500 wins, I think you have to have a 
pretty long career, be pretty consistent. 
 
 Q.  When you look back to the 
beginning of your career, do you remember any 
results of other players that you played with in 
juniors that kind of made you think at the 
beginning when you just turned pro, hey, I can 
make quarters of slams.  I can make semi finals 
of slams, I can beat the best in the world? 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Yeah.  Well, I 
was No. 1 junior in the world when I was 
15 years old, and I looked up to a lot of 
players.  I wanted to be -- not to be like 
them.  I wanted to play against them and 
just get to that position so I could compete 
with them day in, day out.  And that's what 
I admired a lot of players, but I never really 
modeled my game after anyone.  I always 
wanted to be myself and just play the way 
I played. 
 But there was always -- you know, 
there was like Monica Seles was one of 
them.  I really admired her a lot for a lot of 
her great qualities, and I wanted and I 
always dreamed of one day becoming No. 
1 in the world or winning a Slam or doing 
well in certain tournaments, and as a kid, 
you always -- you have dreams, and I'm 
one of the girls that come from -- I come 
from a small country like Serbia without a 
tradition in tennis, and I have come a long 
way.  
 So I think, you know, anything is 
possible.  You can achieve whatever you 
make up your mind to, and that's very 
important. 
 
 Q.  And then just turning over to 
Eugenie, what did you think of her game?  You 
said you were impressed by it.  

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Yeah.  You 
know, it was really -- in this tournament I 
played four young players, I think so.  
Right?  I cannot -- I don't follow -- I have 
no idea what their age is, but I know 
they're pretty young.  
 And it was our first encounter with 
all these different young players, and all I 
can say, first of all, about Eugenie.  She's 
a very talented player.  She has great 
potential and she's going to be a great 
player in the future.  
 Today I played really well.  I didn't 
give her a lot of chances.  I came out there 
and just served well, and like I said, put a 
lot of pressure when I was returning, and I 
returned very well.  But she has a great 
future ahead of her. 
 
 Q.  You could play Caroline in the semi 
finals.  If somebody were writing about that 
match and were to say that the two of you have 
similar games, would you agree with that or 
disagree? 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Not really. 
 
 Q.  Okay.  Explain.  

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Explain.  
 
 Q.  Yeah.  

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Yeah.  She 
has a good backhand, I have a good 
backhand, but it's, I don't know, difficult to 
explain. 
 
 Q.  Like how do you think your game's 
different than hers? 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  First of all, I 
wait -- I don't want to give you all the what 
I do.  (Laughs).  
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 Q.  Give me something, Jelena, come 
on.  

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  I mean what I 
want to do or how I play or what I wait for 
or what I play, I wait for my chances, and I 
like to hit my shots when I have the 
opportunities.  As for her game, she's 
more of -- she waits.  She waits for you to 
make the mistakes, and she doesn't really 
risk.  She's very solid and she'll run the 
balls down and she has a very small 
amount of forced errors and a very small 
amount of winners and that's what her 
game is all about.  
 And I have -- when I have my 
shots, when I have my chances, I pull the 
trigger a lot more than she does, and I go 
-- and I hit the lines.  I go for the corners, 
and she's quite solid.  I mean she has -- 
she's one of those players who has a very 
small risk.  
 Like some other players, they go for 
broke.  They go, they really go after their 
shots, and she's -- that's how she plays.  
Everyone is different, and we all have 
different styles and what we like, what we 
don't like.  We have weaknesses and 
strengths.  We'll see how it goes.  It's 
going to be a tough match if we play 
against each other. 
 
 Q.  You talked earlier this week about 
how much you still want to get back to the top 
of the game.  It's clearly been on court there 
have been a lot of lows the past three or four 
years.  Has the motivation always been there or 
were there moments where you thought I'm not 
getting the same results as I was when I was 
No. 1, maybe my best days are behind me? 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Yeah.  It was 
-- I think last year was my worst year in my 
career.  I really played -- I had a lot of 

injuries.  I was -- my confidence was not 
there.  I didn't train properly.  I wasn't 
really feeling that I was the same person 
on the court.  I didn't enjoy my time on the 
court, and that's always the difficulty.  
 Like this year, I made up my mind, I 
really want to train, I really want to get up 
there to the top.  I really want to do my 
best again.  And so far so good.  I think I 
played -- you know, I won Bogota.  I 
played semis in Miami.  I'm in the semis 
here and looking forward to playing my 
next match.  And I'm doing much better.  
I'm really pleased with the way things are 
going at the moment.  And right now I feel 
very motivated.  I feel -- you know, I have 
the hunger.  I really want to come back to 
the top, and I knock on wood.  I have to 
stay healthy because I really -- the injuries 
are what I'm most afraid of, and I've had a 
lot.  I tore my muscle in Australia and tore 
my quadricep last year in -- I don't know 
which tournament.  So it's always difficult 
when you have that, and just, you know, 
first to recover and then to come back and 
then to feel your game again and to just 
feel comfortable, you know, with whatever 
part of your body it is.  You don't feel so 
safe when you are on the court because 
you're afraid you're going to get injured 
again.  So you can't let go.  So it obviously 
takes quite a lot of time, you know, just to 
get back and get back in form and feel 
100 percent again. 
 So far now everything is going 
pretty well.  I'm healthy.  I'm enjoying my 
tennis.  I enjoy competing.  That's what I 
love the most.  I love going in front of 
crowds and just playing those matches, 
and when you are winning, I don't think it 
gets better than that. 
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 Q.  Was there one particular moment 
where you kind of said, okay, you know, I'm 
really recommitting, like right now?  Like what 
made you kind of -- 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Yeah, you 
know, I'm going to be honest.  It's never 
easy when you're not doing well and when 
things are not going the way you want 
them.  It's frustrating, and you can -- you 
get disappointed.  And you lose that drive.  
You just think what's the point of going on 
the practice court and then you go and 
play a match and you're playing really bad 
and you can't make more than two balls 
on the court.  It's difficult, mentally.  But I 
think the top players, those who have a 
strong mind, who are mentally tough 
somehow find a way to get through.  And 
when you get through those times, I think 
it makes you much stronger, and then 
later on you appreciate your achievements 
a lot more.  
 So I'm really happy.  It's important 
for me to enjoy my sport, the job that I do.  
Tennis has given me a lot.  I have 
achieved quite a lot of things, and I'm 
grateful.  I'm just happy to be playing.  I 
enjoy what I do in this moment.  So 
hopefully I can play a few more years. 
 
 Q.  500 more? 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Yeah.  How 
many years would that take?  
 
 Q.  Not enough.  Not enough? 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Until I'm 40.  
Not that long.  
 DANNY KENDALL:  Any more 
questions?  Last question, please. 
 

 Q.  Jelena, I'm wondering if you have 
changed your training methods any in the past 
several months.  

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Yeah, I did 
actually.  I started training a lot more.  I 
didn't train a lot in the past because, like I 
said, I didn't enjoy it.  I just -- there was -- I 
had a lot of injuries, and it was tough for 
me to do the proper training.  And in the 
last couple of months I trained quite a lot.  
I spent a lot of hours on the court and 
trained, because there is no other way.  If 
I'm going to get to the top, I gotta put the 
work in, and to compete with the top 
players and the best tennis players in the 
world.  Yes, I have the talent.  Yes, I have 
a lot of qualities, but without the hard work 
it's not going to happen.  So I made up my 
mind to do that, and I think the hard work 
is paying off.  But I cannot stop.  I just 
gotta continue. 
 
 Q.  Last year you said you needed a 
voice in your head in order to be motivated.  I 
take it the voice is there? 

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Well, I just -- 
no, I don't need any voice.  I can do it on 
my own, and the people that I have, a 
good team behind me, and I enjoy working 
with them.  It almost doesn't seem like a 
job.  Just I find it like a game, like -- I enjoy 
it.  I enjoy hitting balls.  I enjoy running 
around the Court.  I enjoy competing and 
hitting with the people that I hit, or work 
hard in the gym.  And for me at this 
moment it's fun and I can just continue.  
 DANNY KENDALL:  Thank you 
very much.  
  
End of Interview 

 


