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Jelena Jankovic defeats Carolina Garcia 

5-7, 7-6, 6-3 
 
Post-Match Press Conference With: 

JELENA JANKOVIC 
 

 
Q. Jelena, another long 

match.  You seem to be in pretty good 
spirits albeit cold.  How are you feeling 
after two long matches? 

JELENA JANKOVIC:  Yeah.  Today 
was a really tough match.  My opponent 
played so well today.  I mean, she was 
serving well, hitting the ball great.  I mean, 
the credit to her, it was a really great 
match.  

I was able to stay strong in that 
second set and the tie breaker was really 
crucial.  I mean, it was like one 12-10 and 
she had a couple of match points and I 
made the aces from second serve on the 
set point and I played pretty brave then.  

 But then in the third I thought 
I lifted the level of my play and played -- 
so far in the whole match the third set was 
the best that I have played.  And I'm 
happy with that because normally you get 
tired and you play worse and you are not 
moving and you are not hitting.  And I 
played much better.  I started serving 
much better.  I started hitting the ball more 
aggressively and I finished the match off in 
a nice way.  

 So, I'm happy with the win, 
but it was very, very close. 

 
  
 

 
 
 
 
Q.  Jelena, you were a bit vocal 

out there tonight.  
JELENA JANKOVIC:  Yeah, I lost 

my voice.  Can you tell?  
 
Q.  Do you find you really just 

need to release those emotions and 
scream out or do someone in the 
crowd to kind of you think are you 
waiting for engage with you because 
you obviously had a lot of things to 
say? 

JELENA JANKOVIC:  It was so 
funny, the tournament director, he came in 
after the second set, he goes like, oh, you 
love playing those long matches and then 
the umpire was, but she is not done yet. 

 
Q.  Sorry about that.  
JELENA JANKOVIC:  I'm like, I just 

won the second set, I have one more to 
go.  I was like oh, my God.  No, but I had a 
lot of support from the crowd.  And I mean 
it was difficult because I just get frustrated 
with myself when I don't do the things that 
I don't want to do.  And I am going to be 
honest, it's not nice, not pleasant to see 
something like that, but I just got to try to 
somehow cut down those, the yelling and 
stuff.  It's just I get my frustration out and 
then I'm ready to go.  

But at times I lose a couple of 
points it can affect me, but so far I'm 
getting through winning, but I just got to 
somehow learn to control my emotions a 
little bit better and just keep it, keep it in, 
not let it out every time. 
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Q.  That tie breaker was quite 

incredible.  They were really high 
quality at times.  Can you talk us 
through it and especially your ace to 
finish the tie break? 

JELENA JANKOVIC:  Yeah.  It was 
12-10, I won 12-10, it was every point was 
just so close.  And I think we played a 
really great tiebreaker.  It was a lot of 
exciting points for both sides and she had 
how many match points?  

 
Q.  Two.  
JELENA JANKOVIC:  Two?  Yeah.  

And then I was able to play very well and 
at times, you know, she played very well, 
too and she got to the lead.  And I 
managed to get an ace from the second 
serve and then on a set point I hit another 
ace.  And I haven't been serving -- 
especially that second set I haven't had a 
great percentage of first serves.  

I was basically serving pretty much 
with the second serve the whole time and 
it was -- I had a hard time.  And she was 
serving great.  I mean, she probably had 
one of the, you know, best serves in the 
women's even though she is a young 
player and I think she has a great future. 

 
 Q.  At one point you ate 

your racquet, you put your racket in 
your mouth.  What was going through 
your mind at that point? 

JELENA JANKOVIC:  I don't know.  
What was going through my mind?  A lot 
of things.  My mind never stops like 
working, even when I sleep it's just like -- I 
don't know.  It's just like a lot of things.  

I should have done this.  I should 
have hit that shot.  Why haven't I bent my 
knees or why haven't I moved through the 
shot.  It's just so many things go through, 
go through my mind and then when you 
lose the point you are just like, oh, my 
God, like why can I not, you know, do 
something different.  And then she plays a 
great point and hits a great shot and there 
is nothing I can do.  I mean that's that. 

 
Q.  The racket just goes in the 

mouth? 
JELENA JANKOVIC:  That was just 

my reaction, it was a silly reaction for 
myself.  I don't know. 

 
Q.  Jelena, we talked about this a 

little bit in the last press conference.  
But do you realize how entertaining 
you are out on the Court? 

JELENA JANKOVIC:  Do I realize 
what?  

 
Q.  How entertaining? 
JELENA JANKOVIC:  Am I 

entertaining?  
 
Q.  Yes.  
JELENA JANKOVIC:  For real?  

Maybe, but I'm going to tell you 
something.  It's like as soon as I step off 
the court I'm like really goofy and I just like 
to laugh and talk and I don't know.  

But when I step on the Court it's 
like I turn into a totally different person.  
It's like I become, I don't know how to say, 
the dragon that spits fire every time.  It's 
like it really is.  

I make a mistake and I'm like 
spitting fire, like yelling and doing all this.  
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But it's really like two personalities.  I don't 
know.  And it's when I'm there I'm fighting, 
I'm falling, I'm losing, I'm winning, I'm 
getting frustrated.  

I'm just in this moment in my own 
world and just competing with the other 
player.  And honestly I don't like to lose, 
so it's just really a battle.  I got to play and 
I want to win and I have to find a way to 
get through.  And that's basically, you 
know, what the sport is all about.  

But as soon as I step off the court 
I'm like, okay -- I actually never swear off 
the court, and then on the court, I mean, 
the umpires, I mean, I speak, I swear 
inside myself, like I'm just getting mad, but 
that's like on the court it's something 
different, I don't know how to explain it.  
But I think a lot of the players are like that.  

The only one who is calm is 
Federer, he is just like. 

 
Q.  And he is not always calm. 

Well, like there have been players and 
writers who say that a person's 
personality on the court is their true 
expression of themselves.  Like, do you 
agree with that or no? 

JELENA JANKOVIC:  Not really.  I 
have this really competitive spirit, I just, no 
matter what I play, I want to win.  And 
that's, you know, kind of -- that's a good 
quality, but it's sometimes it's like oh, my 
God, you know, just -- I mean, sometimes 
you just got to be -- it's important to have 
the self control and that's something that 
right now -- I used to be much better 
before and now as I'm getting older, I'm 
getting worse and worse, behaving much 
worse on the court.  

And I don't know if it is because I 
really want to come back, I really want to 
come back to the top.  And I really, I 
always cared and I care so much right 
now and it's just I want to do -- I want to 
do well.  And then when things are not 
going my way, it's just I just get mad at 
myself.  

And I think that's normal because 
you care, you really want to win and you 
want to get through.  I mean, if I was 
careless, then I'll just walk like I'm a nice 
walk in the park like everything is so -- 
that's not -- that's also not normal.  I mean, 
it's a sport and it's when you step on the 
court it's a battle between two players and 
we both want to win and, you know, you 
play great players and great opponents 
and so it's just -- and also I don't know if 
the crowd enjoys it or doesn't or -- 

 
Q.  They do.  That's what I'm 

saying.  
JELENA JANKOVIC:  I don't know.  

But yeah, I enjoy myself getting frustrated 
at times, I'm like just shut up to myself, 
can you like learn to be quiet at times.  My 
voice is so bad, I can't even speak after 
that like I was singing the whole three 
hours.  It really is, I can't speak after I 
finish.  It's unbelievable. 

 
Q.  You have to take like a cough 

lozenges or something? 
JELENA JANKOVIC:  Probably.  

No, I promise I'll be better next match, I 
promise. 

 
Q.  Don't change a thing.  
JELENA JANKOVIC:  I'll be a little 

like quieter.  And but see, it's nice to get 
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like encouraged, you encourage yourself, 
but to yell every time when I miss a shout 
and I think three stadiums down people 
hear me. 
 

Q.  Jelena, obviously you want to 
win as easily as possible every time 
you step on the court, but you have 
been grinding through these two 
matches here, you have been grinding 
through a lot of matches in Bogota and 
some matches in Miami. How do you 
feel about the level of your game now 
that you have gotten through a lot of 
tough matches in the last month or two 
heading into the rest of the season? 

JELENA JANKOVIC:  Yeah, but I 
think there are going to be days when you 
are not going to be at the top of your 
game.  My legs might be heavy or I might 
be tired, my concentration is not 100 
percent.  And I just, when I'm not maybe 
feeling the ball as well for some reason 
and my opponent might come out and just 
play unbelievable.  

And you just, in those situations 
you just have to stay strong.  And, you 
know, the top players find a way to win 
when things are not going their way.  And 
that's what separates the top players from 
the others.  

And I was able to in the last month 
or so, you know, figure out a way to use 
tough moments like the tiebreakers when 
I'm a match point down or when I'm not 
really feeling, you know, my best and 
playing my best on the court to find, you 
know, the key to win.  

It's always easy when you are 
playing so great to find your way to get 
through, but when things are getting 

tough, it's important to stay really mentally 
tough and just find those keys to just make 
your point. 
 

Q.  Can you talk a little bit, you 
had been on a -- there had been big title 
drop for you, you hadn't won a title for 
awhile and of course, down in 
Columbia and got that title.  How did 
that help you? 

JELENA JANKOVIC:  Yeah, it 
really gave me a lot of confidence.  It was 
important for me to, you know, win a title 
and just feel that, you know, finally get the 
trophy again and experience that, you 
know, that feeling again, because it has 
been awhile.  

Last time I won a tournament was 
in Indian Wells in 2010, that was a big, big 
win.  So it was important for me for my 
confidence overall for just to continue to 
work hard and just believe I can believe in 
myself that I can do still do it, that I can 
still be a top player and still play some 
good tennis.  

And when I won Bogota it just gave 
me even more motivation to work even 
harder.  And just every time I step on the 
court, even on the practice court, which at 
times I don't really like practicing, but I -- in 
the last couple of months since I got 
injured in Australia and I pulled -- I tore my 
muscle in the stomach, I couldn't train for 
three weeks.  

So after that I started training so 
hard and really spent a lot of hours on the 
tennis court and in the gym.  Just overall I 
made up my mind I really want to improve 
and get back up there.  And I just have to 
give 100 percent on the practice court and 
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as well, it will sort of give me the results 
when I play in matches.  

So, so far so good.  And I just want 
to do it.  I enjoy competing, I enjoy playing 
and the satisfaction that I get from winning 
matches, it's a great reward.  So I don't 
mind -- then I don't mind practicing as 
many hours as possible when I finally 
when I shake the hand of my opponent 
and I'm the winner and that's what drives 
me, that's what, you know, pushes me to 
go forward. 

 
Q.  A few years ago you talked 

about you were building a giant house 
in California?  

 JELENA JANKOVIC:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  I think, is it done? 
JELENA JANKOVIC:  Yeah.  My 

mom was there and they are furnishing -- 
some of the rooms are finished and there 
is a couple of rooms that have to be still 
done.  There is furniture coming from 
different parts of the world.  But it's almost 
there, like I think in a month or so it should 
be. 

 
Q.  Wow.  
JELENA JANKOVIC:  But anyway, 

I'm going to be in Europe, so I won't come 
there until maybe, I don't know, July or 
August. 

 
Q.  How many years have you 

been working on that for? 
JELENA JANKOVIC:  Maybe like 

two and a half, three years, a lot, but it's a 
huge house.  It was nothing there, it was 
just a lot, so then of course. 

 

Q.  You enjoy that process of 
building the house or has your mom 
mostly been doing it? 

JELENA JANKOVIC:  It's a really 
long process, it's, of course, a lot of 
thought goes into that house and just to 
me it was important to have the tennis 
court.  And I was actually practicing on the 
tennis court before Indian Wells.  

 
Q.  Oh, great. 
JELENA JANKOVIC:  And Miami.  

So it was just, you know, get out from your 
house and just play and hit balls.  But the 
rest of the house inside wasn't finished.  
So that's -- but soon, you know, next time 
when I come for San Diego tournament it's 
going to be nice to sleep there instead 
of -- 

 
Q.  Be home? 
JELENA JANKOVIC:  And I'm able 

to train and -- 
 
Q.  How many bedrooms? 
JELENA JANKOVIC:  A lot.  I don't 

know.  It's a lot. 
 
Thank you. 
End of Interview... 
 


