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Samantha Stosur defeats Marina Erakovic 

6-1, 6-2 
 
Post-Match Press Conference with: 

SAMANTHA STOSUR 
 

 
Q. Sam, how is the calf feeling? 
SAMANTHA STOSUR:  So far good.  I 
already iced it and, yeah, I'll go back to 
see the trainers probably for a little while 
this afternoon.  But it felt good out there.  
And yeah, couldn't really complain. 
 
Q.  Have you been able to practice at 
full kind of strength and speed and 
length of practices and all that? 
SAMANTHA STOSUR:  No, not really.  I 
had maybe two practices here.  So it's, I 
mean, mostly been all the exercises to 
keep working on it in the gym and a lot of 
physio work and, yeah, doing whatever I 
can on court.  But I think considering that 
I'm very pleased with the way I played 
today. 
 
Q.  What was the technical -- was it a 
tear or a strain of the calf? 
SAMANTHA STOSUR:  Yeah, they said 
that it was not a tear because I didn't fully 
do it, but, yeah, a strain.  They didn't give 
me centimeters or anything like that which 
is probably a little bit strange, but yeah, 
that was how the report came back. 
 
Q.  But you are happy how you are 
moving out there first match having to 
play with the injury? 
SAMANTHA STOSUR:  Yeah.  Absolutely.  
Yeah.  Putting it all, you know, putting all  

 
 
 
 
these little bits together, yeah, I'm really 
pleased with the way I went out there and 
played today. 
 
Q.  Mentally going into a match when 
you have been dealing with an injury 
you probably don't want to be out there 
for four hours, not that you ever really 
do, does it make you more aggressive?  
Does it change the way you play at all? 
SAMANTHA STOSUR:  I think for sure I 
probably had maybe a bit more of an 
aggressive mind set, but it helps in that's 
the way that I like to play anyway.  
 But I certainly went for my serve a 
lot and whenever I had an opportunity I 
really tried to get the ball off the court.  
And, yeah, that's how it really worked a lot 
which I think probably helped me kind of 
think, okay, this is going well and got to 
keep at it. 
 
Q.  Sam, what's the key for you on 
clay?  Do you feel like when your game 
clicks the most on a clay court, what's 
working for you? 
SAMANTHA STOSUR:  Probably the 
heaviness of my balls.  You know, my 
forehand always has got a fair bit of spin, 
but my backhand not so much, but then 
you can work in the slice and, you know, 
hitting that high key serve and it kind of 
just allows you to have a little bit more 
time to move around and feel like you are 
in position. 

And the green clay is a little bit 
more difficult than the red to do all that just 
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because of the surface.  But I think at the 
end of the day it's still a clay court, you are 
still sliding into the ball and yeah, all those 
elements together I quite enjoy it. 
 
Q.  Sam, did you honestly expect to 
come out here and dominate the way 
you did being on the injury and being 
off a couple of weeks? 
SAMANTHA STOSUR:  No, probably 
didn't expect to win a match one and two, 
but as the match went on I felt -- like I 
said, I felt really good and was very 
pleased with the way that I was playing 
and it all came together.  I enjoyed playing 
on this court, so I certainly try and do my 
best every time I'm out there. 
 
Q.  Sam, you play Eugenie Bouchard 
next.  Have you played her before? 
SAMANTHA STOSUR:  No, never played, 
never practiced with her. 
 
Q.  Do you know much about her 
game? 
SAMANTHA STOSUR:  No, I don't. 
 
Q.  What will you do? 
SAMANTHA STOSUR:  I don't know yet. 
 
Q.  I was wondering if there is any kind 
of -- whether anybody that's gathered 
information for you? 
SAMANTHA STOSUR:  My coach has 
watched her play a little bit today.  So, 
yeah, we'll have a little talk about that 
later, but I'm trying go out there and play 
like I did today probably. 
 
Q.  Sloane Stephens was talking to us 
about how exited she was to get to 

Europe so that the press wasn't all over 
with the intensity of her a little bit.  Is 
that something you can relate to and 
what advice would you kind of give a 
player kind of dealing that? 
SAMANTHA STOSUR:  Yeah.  I'm sure 
it's been quite a change for Sloane 
obviously since the Australian Open.  So I 
think, yeah, lots of players could relate to 
probably how she is feeling at the 
moment.  And it's one of those things you 
probably as time goes on you maybe 
accept it a little bit more and maybe it all 
doesn't seem quite so daunting and all 
that.  

But I probably still haven't found the 
secret answer, but I think it's one of those 
things you got to try and embrace, you 
can't run away from it.  It's going to be 
there and she is young and I mean she 
has got a good career ahead of her I 
would think.  So, you know, probably start 
now trying to get used to it, it's probably 
going to be there for years to come. 
 
Q.  Sam, I read where you felt like you 
didn't handle the aftermath of the US 
Open maybe as well as you wanted to.  
Can you expound on that and are 
things getting back to normal? 
SAMANTHA STOSUR:  Yeah, I think it 
was just tricky.  It was a totally different 
experience for me and I mean the best 
moment of my life career wise with, you 
know, winning and all that and I enjoyed 
every single second of it.  When you, you 
know, the next day you do all that media 
and got home a few days later then you 
do it all over again back in Australia. 

And, you know, I always think that I 
didn't practice at all for 10 or 11 days or 
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something then you go to Tokyo and you 
kind of want to click your fingers and make 
it all happen again and pick up from where 
you left off and it didn't happen.  So, then 
you feel like there is a major let down.  But 
at the same time you certainly were 
nowhere near prepared for that next 
match the way you normally would be.  

So, it's a tricky thing.  The tennis 
circuit, it always keeps going, there is no 
real time to absolutely celebrate and take 
it all in.  So, that's probably what I found 
the most difficult was just thinking well, I 
have been playing so great, I want it to 
keep going and it didn't happen for lots of 
reasons.  

So, and the start of the year it's 
difficult in Australia anyway and yeah, and 
it kind of rolls on.  But I think know that's 
all in the past and I feel good and, you 
know, I enjoy playing in the States 
whether it's here on clay or in the hard 
courts anywhere.  So, it's certainly calmed 
down, but, yes, certainly a moment I'll 
never forget. 
 
Q.  Sam, do you feel like you are full 
back now or has this injury the sort of 
thing where you could wake up 
tomorrow and be pretty sore and kind 
of go down hill knowing the injury, how 
long you have had it, do you know 
that? 
SAMANTHA STOSUR:  No, to be honest I 
don't really know.  So I think I'll take it day 
by day.  I mean it's all great but I don't 
want to get ahead of myself and think, you 
know, now you can go out and do what 
you would normally do.  So I certainly 
want to take it day by day, keep doing the 
right things as far as getting the physio 

and the treatment and, then you know, 
wake up tomorrow and hopefully it will all 
be fine. 
 
Q.  Has it become a little bit of a 
practice art for you in being amped up 
in the match but also finding a certain 
level of being relaxed and calm?  
Where do you find that balance for you 
personally? 
SAMANTHA STOSUR:  Yeah, I don't think 
I'm the type of player that's in your face 
and really outwardly emotional and 
whether it's positively or negatively.  
Really most of the time and I think when 
I'm playing my best tennis, I'm, you know, 
I'm there and I am, I do the emotional part 
will come on but I am not over the top with 
it by any means.  

So I think I know when I'm not at 
that stage and then when I do maybe 
need to get myself going a little bit more 
and then I certainly know when I'm not in 
the right state of mind as well with little 
things that I have worked at that I do.  

So, it's always kind of a I guess a 
bit of a balancing act when you are out 
there. 
 
Q.  Is there a little bit in your body that 
you can feel okay, it's April, we are 
getting closer to May, you have had 
great results in the French Open that 
things started to click a little bit more 
for you just day by day? 
SAMANTHA STOSUR:  Yeah, I think the 
last probably three or four weeks I have 
felt like that.  And Middle East was pretty 
good, I really felt like I improved from 
January and my actual tennis level got 
better and then Indian Wells I was very 
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happy until I had to pull out and then since 
I haven't really done anything.  So it's 
been a little bit kind of stop start.  

But I do feel like before I did have 
to take this break that I was certainly on 
the way to playing a lot better.  So now 
that I'm back in season I think it's time for 
me to really try and keep that on and keep 
going. 
 
Q.  There is not a very good weather 
forecast the next day or so.  Will that 
alter what you do tonight or looking 
forward to that? 
SAMANTHA STOSUR:  What was that?  
Sorry. 
 
Q.  The weather forecast? 
SAMANTHA STOSUR:  Weather. 
 
Q.  Not too great? 
SAMANTHA STOSUR:  Right. 
 
Q.  Would that alter anything for what 
you would do? 
SAMANTHA STOSUR:  No, I mean we 
are used to being at tournaments where 
the occasional rain might come.  So I 
guess we wake up and hope it's a nice 
sunny day and if it's not that way, then we 
come here and play the weighting game. 
 
 End of Interview… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


