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Bethanie Mattek-Sands 
defeats Sloane Stephens 

6-2, 6-0 
 
Post-Match Press Conference with: 
   

SLOANE STEPHENS 
 
 
 

Q. Sloane, obviously a tough 
match.  What are your thoughts?  
First match on clay, it's not an easy 
adjustment.  How do you think about 
what happened out there? 

 SLOANE STEPHENS: 
Yeah, definitely tough day and my first 
match on clay obviously and I love clay, 
so it's definitely a little disappointing, but 
looking forward to obviously Madrid and 
getting back on the red clay and just kind 
of got to just shake it off and get ready 
for the next -- for the clay season. 
 
 Q.  How easy is it to shake off 
some of it though for you? 

 SLOANE STEPHENS:  
Yeah, it's definitely tough, but I think I 
mean, there is always another 
tournament and there is always another 
week and getting ready for the Fed Cup 
and then for the clay season.  So I 
mean, got a long ways to go still, so just 
going to -- got to just keep on keep on. 
 
 Q.  Sloane, it looked like this 
one stung a little bit more than maybe 
the other loses.  So can you talk 
about that a little bit more?  Was it 
just feeling like  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
the end of the season or this part of 
the season or what was going 
through your mind there on those 
changeovers? 

  SLOANE   STEPHENS: 
Yeah, definitely I was disappointed with 
the way I was playing and I was like oh, 
my God, this is terrible.  But I mean 
obviously I really love clay, so to get out 
and not be able to play so well is 
definitely disappointing.  But I mean, 
what can you do?  Sometimes you are 
just going to not play so well and she 
played a good match.  So I mean 
nothing really I could do. 
 
 Q.  Was it tough just to find 
your rhythm out there or footwork or 
gauge on your racket swings? 

 SLOANE STEPHENS:  
Yeah, definitely.  I think she -- like I said 
she played well and I just really couldn't 
find a rhythm and the balls were going 
everywhere.  And I think if I would have 
made a couple more balls and played 
some better points, I think it would have 
been a didn't story, would have been a 
little bit closer. But I mean, you just kind 
of have to take what you get and it 
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wasn't really -- nothing was really 
working today so just tough. 
 
 Q.  I talked to you a year ago in 
New York right after Miami, you had 
finished your time in Miami and at 
that time I think you were around 80 
in the world and kind of had -- do you 
have any specific goals in mind?  You 
just want to just keep playing?  How 
can you look in the year you rose 
over 60 ranking points.  The media 
attention has been crazy.  
What are your thoughts on your 
journey during this last year? 

 SLOANE STEPHENS:  
Yeah, it's definitely been tough.  I mean 
the last -- I mean not the last year but 
the last three months has definitely been 
super overwhelming and definitely really 
really tough, but I think once I kind of like 
find my rhythm and find like what I want, 
like how I have to handle certain 
situations, then things that I have to do, 
like before trying to really get focused 
and things are just too overwhelming 
and I can't do, I kind of just have to 
refocus and, you know, try and do my 
best. 
 
 Q.  What kind of support do 
you have in your team?  Because I 
know a lot of times in hard times the 
support from your team and the 
people around you is really 
important? 

 SLOANE STEPHENS:  
Yeah, definitely.  Like my mom came, 
my aunt drove from Charlotte tonight to 
come and watch.  It's terrible.  But yeah, 
and then like my coaches, they have 
been really good and everything.  So I 

mean I have a lot of good support but it's 
just definitely, definitely tough now but I 
think it will get better. 
 
 Q.  Did you sense this coming 
at all tonight?  Could you tell maybe 
your head wasn't in the right place 
coming into this tournament or 
match? 

 SLOANE STEPHENS:  No, 
I mean I thought I was playing pretty 
well.  Obviously in Miami I didn't play 
that bad and I was excited to get back 
on the clay.  But definitely when I was 
going to go out and play I wasn't like, oh, 
I am going to get smoked, I was just like 
all right, like I felt good and I felt 
everything was going well.  So it was just 
definitely -- I don't even know.  It was 
just crazy. 

 
Q.  Like you talked about 

getting ready to get to Europe? 
 SLOANE STEPHENS:  

Yeah, definitely, I'm excited for Madrid. 
 
 Q.  When are you heading over, 
do you know? 

SLOANE STEPHENS:  After 
the Fed Cup, I believe. 

 
Q.  Is your mom coming with 

you this time or is it just solo?  
Coach? 

SLOANE  STEPHENS:  
Probably my mom and my aunt, 
somebody will because I need 
somebody.  I need a friend. 

 
Q.  Don't want to go solo in 

Europe? 
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 SLOANE STEPHENS:  
Yeah, exactly. 

 
Q.  Sloane, any part of you -- 

could any part of you overlook 
Bethanie tonight?  Obviously she 
played a three-hour and 42 minute 
marathon yesterday.  You were fairly 
favored coming in.  Any part of you 
come in relaxed if you will tonight? 
 SLOANE STEPHENS:  No, I 
mean, I wouldn't call that what I did 
relaxed, it was definitely was not -- not 
anything I was expecting and like I said, 
she played really well for someone who 
played a three-hour match the day 
before.  So I think she came out firing 
and I just really couldn't find a rhythm.  
So it was tough but I mean, it is what it 
is.  We just got to move on. 
 End of Interview... 
  


