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Jelena Jankovic defeats Melanie Oudin 
4-6, 7-5, 4-6 

 
Post-Match Press Conference With: 
 MELANIE OUDIN 
 

Q. Melanie, what do you think 
it is about your game that gives her 
problems?  She was in here and she 
just said your game doesn't suit her, 
she just has problems involving it.  

 MELANIE OUDIN:  I mean, 
I don't know, I mean, whenever we have 
played we have always had tough 
matches. I mean, I won I guess in 
straight sets last time we played, but it 
was still like a really, really close match, 
you know. I don't know, I mean, maybe, I 
mean, I guess, you know, some people 
play well against like a certain kind of 
game. I feel like normally whenever I 
play her, I play well against her, even 
today, I mean it was good match, you 
know, for both of us, I thought.  It was a 
close match.  So yeah, I mean, I 
definitely was disappointed I didn't win, 
but I think it was my best, best match I 
have played this year so far. 
 
 Q.  Yeah.  I was about to ask 
you is that the overall take away from 
this match disappointment or 
confidence? 

 MELANIE OUDIN:  I mean,  
I'm definitely not going to dwell on this 
loss for sure.  I mean I thought like a lot 
of things in my game were much better 
in this match.  I thought I served well.  
You know, I mean I thought I moved  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

better.  Everything I thought was much 
better. So I'm definitely going to take it 
as a confidence for the next tournaments 
coming up, because I mean she is, you 
know, 23 in the world and I was right 
there with her so. 
 
 Q.  So are you going to be 
playing other challengers, clay court 
challengers for the wild card or 
what's your play schedule? 

 MELANIE OUDIN:  I mean 
I should be on the major French on my 
ranking. So I’m planning on going to 
Europe so I want to really try to get 
better on the red clay.  I'm not the best 
slider ever. So tends to happen when 
you are American.  So I really want to try 
to do well over there and play well on the 
red clay. 
 
 Q.  Do you know what 
tournaments you plan to play in 
Europe? 

 MELANIE OUDIN:  I'm 
going to start in Estoril and then Madrid, 
Rome, Brussels, French Open. 
 
 Q.  Okay.  You for a few years, 
the last four or five years you have 
been the youngest one of the 
Americans and all of a sudden we 
have all these other teenagers 
coming up.  You are now sort of a 
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veteran to them. How is that 
relationship for you?  Are you giving 
out advice?  How does it feel to be 
one of the more experienced? 

 MELANIE OUDIN:  I mean, 
it's nice, like, I think the good thing about 
the Americans is pretty much we all get 
along well.  I mean I was actually with 
them other day, sit down at a table at a 
restaurant and there is always like five or 
six of us together.  I think which is 
really nice, we do our playing together, 
hang out.  Now I mean I think there is 
going to be ,-- I mean there were like 10 
or 11 Americans in top hundred now.  I 
think Mallory Burdette has been doing 
really well, I think Stephanie is getting 
back up there.  And then also the young 
ones like Vicki and Madison and Taylor 
and I think it's really, really good for 
American tennis that women are doing 
really well so the men just have to catch 
up now. 
 
 Q.  Is there like a friendly rivalry 
there?  Like do you guys talk? 

 MELANIE OUDIN:  I mean 
I think the guys know that -- 
 
 Q.  Yeah.  

 MELANIE OUDIN:  I mean 
they know that the women have been 
doing much better than them for like a 
couple years now.  But they are 
definitely, they definitely know that.  
They are working on it. 
 
 Q.  So happy to be back in the 
South? 

 MELANIE OUDIN:  Yeah.  
I mean, I always love playing here, you 
know.  It was nice because I definitely 

had the crowd on my side today.  Yeah, 
I'll definitely look forward to coming back 
here again.  I didn't realize this is only 
my fifth year playing here already and 
I'm only 21.  It's like pretty crazy.  So 
hopefully I'll be back for lots more years 
to come. 
 
 Q.  Have you talked to Sloan at 
all?  I mean kind of you both have a 
very similar situation like you have 
this one break out slam and the 
expectations changed dramatically 
and kind of shock, I think it was a 
shock to you and it seems like it's 
been a bit of a shock to her. Have you 
guys talked at all about what that's 
like and how to deal with it? 

 MELANIE OUDIN:  Yeah I 
mean, we are, I mean I'm friends with 
Sloan. 
 
 Q.  Yeah.  

 MELANIE OUDIN:  And I 
just told her I know exactly like how she 
feels, you know. I mean her and I are the 
two really I guess kind of the same thing 
kind of happen and she said, she told 
me, she says, yeah, I'm so glad that my 
slam didn't happen in the States 
because it would have been like so 
crazy.  She was glad it happened in 
Australia. But yeah, I mean, I think she'll 
be fine.  You know. She is also like older 
than I was when it happened.  I mean 
she is 20 now.  So I think I know she had 
like a couple rough tournaments but I 
think Sloan is going to be fine. And she 
was saying the other day that she was 
looking forward to going to Europe so 
that she was kind of -- the American 
press corps wasn't following her around 
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as much and things like that and she can 
kind of just operate under the radar.  

 
Q Did you ever feel 

that way where you were happy to go 
off to Asia to play or to Europe and 
get away from the states to kind of 
not have to deal with the media? 

 MELANIE OUDIN:  Yeah, 
actually I feel like I played better out of 
the country for a little while at least.  I 
think my best results were like out of the 
country and then I mean last year I won 
Birmingham which was in England.  So, 
yeah, I mean I think you just have to get 
used to it.  I think the older you get I 
think the better you are like playing, like, 
you know, your home country, your 
home state, whatever.Yeah, I think you 
just get more used to it.  
 
 Q.  Melanie, looking at the 
match today some people would say 
you probably should have won today 
if you take away all those unforced 
errors.  How hard is it to remain 
positive when you know you may 
have out played your opponent and 
could have come away with a victory? 

 MELANIE OUDIN:  I mean, 
I don't know if I like should have won, I 
mean, you know, I gave myself a good 
good chance to win today which is all I 
can do.  I mean I competed and I fought, 
you know, the whole match as best as I 
could and I left everything out there.  
And I thought that -- I mean I thought I 
played well and I thought she played 
well. So, yeah, I mean obviously my 
game would make more errors than her 
game does.  But I mean moving forward 
I'm going to take confidence like I said 

from this match and really look forward 
for the next tournament that's coming up.  
Hopefully I can play this way and 
compete like this in the next matches. 
 
 Q.  Just wanted to follow-up on 
something you said that I thought 
was interesting.  In a lot of team 
sports home field advantage is an 
advantage like playing at home with 
your crowd and all sorts of stuff like 
home teams have better records.  In 
tennis there is that trend of actually 
being at home, having the home 
crowd behind you and playing on 
home soil.  Doesn't actually help and 
the pressure can be crushing.   Why 
do you think that that is and what 
makes tennis different that way? 

 MELANIE OUDIN:  You 
know, I think, I really think that it's 
because people put too much pressure 
on themselves, like when they play their 
in home state, country, whatever.  I 
mean, like Sam Stosur is like a good 
example.  She is such a great player, I 
mean top ten in the world and then it's 
almost like she is a little bit like a 
different player sometimes when she 
place in Australia and I mean I know 
exactly how -- it happens to like 
everybody, you know.  And I totally 
agree. I think people just put too much 
pressure on themselves and then I 
guess the fact that you have a lot of 
people that you know like coming to the 
matches, like friends and family and 
things like that.  I mean I think too much 
pressure on yourself, you think about it 
too much then when you are out of the 
country I mean, it's just like another 
match. 
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 Q.  What have you learned 
about yourself these past few years?  
I mean you have been kind on quite a 
journey at such a young age.  You are 
only 21.  You have -- I mean you can 
play tennis for 10 or 15 more years, 
you know, if you wanted to, 
professional tennis.So where do you 
feel like you are now in your career 
and what have you learned? 

 MELANIE OUDIN:  I mean 
I have learned lot obviously.  I have 
been through like some really good 
times and some really bad times.  And I 
think it's good though that I have had the 
success now.  Know I know if either one 
comes in, I'll know how to deal with it, I'll 
know how to handle it. But I think I mean 
I think I'm in a good place right now, you 
know, my training and my coaching 
situation, everything.  Like I have been 
really happy training in New York and 
the coaches have a lot of belief in me 
and I work really, really well with them.  
So yeah, I mean I'm definitely going to 
continue doing that, continue what I'm 
doing. 
 
 Q.  You are still up at the Billy 
Jean King Center? 

 MELANIE OUDIN:  Yeah. 
 
 Q.  And McHale and Lepchenko 
are up there as well? 

 MELANIE OUDIN:  Just 
Lepchenko. 
 
 Q.  McHale is not anymore? 
  MELANIE OUDIN:  No.  
  
End of Interview... 

  


