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Laura Robson defeats Estrella Cabeza                 
Candela 
     6-2, 6-2 
     Post-Match Press Conference With: 
 
                LAURA ROBSON 
 
          Q.Laura, good Wednesday and 
you are now the number one Brit? 

 LAURA ROBSON:  
Testing. 
 
 Q.  Testing.  So, can you talk 
about that a little bit?  The win was -- I 
mean you looked like you were 
striking the ball really well.  

 LAURA ROBSON:  I didn't 
know that I would be number one, no.  
So that's cool.  And well, I knew like ten 
seconds ago when I checked my phone 
there was a message.  So yeah, it's 
pretty cool, but I thought I was playing 
well today and I already started 
practicing on clay sort of last week after I 
lost my singles and so I started hard 
court in the morning and then going on 
clay in the afternoon So I had a good 
couple of days and pretty, pretty 
comfortable for me which is pretty good 
and managed to slide a couple of times 
today.  And it's a big win. 
 
 Q.  I think your last clay court 
tournament is Palermo and you made 
the  semi's here.  Are you something 
of a clay court specialist now? 

 LAURA ROBSON:  I 
actually made that and made the point 
so we can pretend that nothing 
happened. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Q.  Let's forget it.  I will if you 

will.  So, how  do you make, as a 
European sort of what do you make 
of the green clay here? 

 LAURA ROBSON:  It's 
different, I prefer it.  It's generally a little 
bit faster.  It's harder to slide and which 
is possibly why there has been a couple 
of ankle injuries here. 
 
 Q.  This year there have been? 

 LAURA ROBSON:  Just in 
the past, you know, last couple of years 
it's always be ankle injuries here 
because it's quite a tough slide.  So, you 
know, I like it, suits the way that I play 
and yeah, it's a good match. 
 
 Q.  Laura, when talking with a 
lot of the young Americans there is 
pressure with the media and a lot of 
them are having a really hard time 
with it.  The British press is intense 
and hassles you wherever you go and 
has since you were young.  How do 
you feel with it and do you wish it was 
something that wasn't there? 

 LAURA ROBSON:  I don't 
wish it wasn't there because it's kind of a 
give and take relationship I have with 
them.  They help me.  So, you know, it's 
just something that you have to deal with 
and, you know, I'm lucky enough to have 
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a good relationship with the majority of 
the British press.  And, you know, there 
were times where I lose and they are the 
last people I want to see, but it's all part 
of the whole learning experience as 
cheesy as it sounds. So you just got to 
do it.  I'm sure every player doesn't like 
doing it sometimes, but you just have to.  
And I think the American girls will get 
used to it just like British people have.  
And yeah, I think you guys are generally 
a friendly bunch, so you are not that 
unlikable. 
 
 Q.  Thank you.  Do you have 
any specific advice for players who 
are just kind of learning to deal with 
the media?  Any media savvy advice? 

 LAURA ROBSON:  I mean, 
I don't know if I'm best person to ask.  
But just, you know, just be yourself when 
you are in front of them and then just 
accept that they are just doing their job.  
They are not trying to ask you horrible 
questions on purpose.  It's just they are 
trying to make a living. 
 
 Q.  I'm a half Brit so I'm very 
nice.  

 LAURA ROBSON:  Oh, 
really?  Where are you from?  
 
 Q.  I'm from United States but 
my mother was from England.  

 LAURA ROBSON:  Where 
was she from?  
 
 Q.  East side of London.  

 LAURA ROBSON:  Oh, 
like Hackney?  Yes?  
 

 Q.  I don't really remember.  But 
I just, it's been a long time since I 
have been over there.  

 LAURA ROBSON:  I have 
friends there, so your mom is from the 
ghetto.  Okay?  
 
 Q.  Absolutely.  So you see I'm 
quite nice.  What led to your deciding 
to come to Charleston? 

 LAURA ROBSON:  I can't 
hear you. 
 
 Q.  What led to your deciding to 
come to Charleston? 

 LAURA ROBSON:  I heard 
that you get player gifts every day, so 
that was the main reason.  But no, my 
coach saw the court and the game, he 
came here a couple years ago and from 
what he remembered it was really, really 
nice and it's been lovely so far so -- 
 
 Q.  Have you had a chance to 
go to any of the restaurants or 
anything like that? 

 LAURA ROBSON:  I 
haven't, but I had a couple of drivers in 
Miami last week who told me about this 
fried chicken place which I don't know is 
the best, you know, training food, but it 
seems like I have to try it at some point.  
But yeah, in general it's been really, 
really good so far and then hopefully I'll 
be able to see a few things. 
 
 Q.  Have you noticed any 
differences between like the British 
press and the American press in like 
kind of the mix because you get 
interviewed by quite an international 
lot? 
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 LAURA ROBSON:  
Depends what tournament you are at.  
You know, you have the whole general 
tennis press who go to a couple of 
tournaments a year and actually follow 
the sport and then you have people 
come out and see you at Wimbledon 
and watch about one match a year and 
generally, you know, they ask repetitive 
questions.  But yeah, it's one of those 
things. 
 
 Q.  And you are playing Genie 
next so -- 

 LAURA ROBSON:  I know. 
 
 Q.  -- thoughts on that? 

 LAURA ROBSON:  I lost to 
her last time, so hopefully I'm going to 
win, but at the same time it's always 
tough playing the best bird and yeah, I 
don't know, I don't know if we are 
actually going to talk before the match, 
it's sort of weird. 
 
 Q.  Did you talk, did you guys 
know that?  Like have you talked before 
the tournament -- 

 LAURA ROBSON:  We 
talked -- 
 
 Q.  -- when it came out? 

 LAURA ROBSON:  We 
talked today, so I knew if I won, I would 
play her, but I have to win first.  So, yes, 
a bit different now that we are really 
actually playing each other, but it will be 
fine. 
 
 Q.  If you are on the stadium 
would you request game style at 
some point for you and Genie? 

 LAURA ROBSON:  Can 
you request?  
 
 Q.  You're the one that has the 
power.  

 LAURA ROBSON:  No.  
But, you know what, I requested some 
songs and he never played any of my 
songs, they didn't play Back Street Boys, 
they didn't play anything.  What were 
they doing?  
 
 Q.  I don't know.  

 LAURA ROBSON:  I'm 
trying to remember the song that they 
played -- I think when I played Crisler -- 
 
 Q.  They played Taylor Swift? 

 LAURA ROBSON:  They 
played -- because it was all a bit, it was 
rock.  And I don't know if she likes that 
stuff, but it's, you know, I can listen to it 
from time to time, but it's a bit older than 
I am.  So they did play Taylor Swift 
which I enjoyed a lot, I sang along. 
 
 Q.  While we are on the subject 
are you and Genie planning any 
videos? 

 LAURA ROBSON:  Not in 
the near future.  Everyone was asking us 
to do it and I just didn't think that it would 
ever be amazing.  If you have to do it, it 
has to be amazing.  But the Miami Heat 
one is the best one I have seen actually, 
but it kind of helps that they have like 
Beyonce and all those people in it.  So I 
would say we are definitely not going to 
do one of those.  We are just waiting for 
the next craze to get on the telly. 
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 Q.  Can you talk a little bit 
about your relationship with your 
coach and how that's going? 

 LAURA ROBSON:  I would 
say he is scarier than he looks.  He is 
actually quite nice sometimes.  Yeah, I 
think it's going pretty well.  He has a lot 
of knowledge and especially this is the 
first tournament that we have done 
together on clay.  So I think he is pretty 
good with that.  And he has always had 
good results with his players on clay.  So 
hopefully I'll be able to do that.  But 
yeah, I have a really good relationship 
with my coach and my trainer, they are 
starting to talk less around me which is 
good so I can actually be involved in the 
conversation.  But yeah, the next thing 
we are trying to do is get him to quit 
smoking. 
 
 Q.  That's good.  Yeah.  

 LAURA ROBSON:  He 
stopped briefly for several years and 
then he is like yeah, I can quit wherever.  
Within two weeks he was back on it and 
he blamed it on me, he said because my 
matches were so stressful that he had to 
keep doing it. 
 
 Q.  Try the patches, I hear they 
are good.  Or the gum.  

 LAURA ROBSON:  The 
gum.  I have got gum in my mouth so 
anyway, it's a bit rude.  I apologize.  I 
love the electronic cigarettes. 
 
 Q.  The blue ones, yeah.  

 LAURA ROBSON:  People 
are doing it in restaurants. 
 

 Q.  Yeah, because it's 
smokeless.  

 LAURA ROBSON:  Is that 
legal though?  
 
 Q.  Yeah, it's not tobacco, it's 
not tobacco.  

 LAURA ROBSON:  You 
still get the smoke in the face. 
 
 Q.  No, there is no smoke, it's 
vapor, water vapor? 

 LAURA ROBSON:  Oh, 
really?  Interesting. 
 
 Q.  It's all an elusion.  

 LAURA ROBSON:  I feel 
like that would seem too weird.  
 
 Q.  Laura, Lisa Raymond was 
watching a lot of your match just from 
below the clubhouse.  Could you hear 
her?   

 LAURA ROBSON:  I saw 
her. 
 
 Q.  Did you hear her? 

 LAURA ROBSON:  I see 
everyone.  I don't mean that in a creepy 
way, I just -- during my matches I just 
see everyone. 
 
 Q. You saw her? 
 LAURA ROBSON:  Yeah.  And 
she has just sent me a message as well, 
so yeah, still a doubles partnership going 
on, so we are supporting each other. 
 End of interview... 
  


