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Nadia Petrova defeats Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova 

6-1, 6-4 
 
Post-Match Press Conference With: 
 

NADIA PETROVA 
 

Q. Nadia, how did yesterday's 
tough win affect you today, if it did? 
 NADIA PETROVA:  I'd say maybe 
a little bit physically.  I had some sore 
spots in my legs today, and if you were 
there, I saw I had the wrap on my right leg, 
but otherwise, I played very good tennis 
today, very consistent, and I don't think, 
you know, I felt tired from yesterday.  I felt 
absolutely fine.  I guess I just did the right 
recovery, so that's a good thing. 
 
 Q.  Nadia, Anastasia has been 
struggling a little bit this year, but is that 
something you kind of keep in mind as you go 
into matches like this today that she maybe 
hasn't been playing particularly well? 
 NADIA PETROVA:  Well, of course 
it helps.  I think the last couple of 
tournaments she was out early in the early 
rounds, so I'm sure it affected her 
confidence, and I didn't see a coach today 
with her on the side courts, so I think it's 
also difficult just to be out there alone.  
 I mean she had a good season last 
year and there's a lot for her to defend this 
year.  Maybe she kind of feels that kind of 
pressure a little bit, too, and maybe that 
affects her tennis.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Q.  Nadia, in the second set Anastasia 
went up an early break and you had Ricardo  
come out to talk to you.  Can you say what he 
told you in that break?  

NADIA PETROVA:  Well, until 2-1 
-- I don't remember -- until 2-2 I'd been 
returning very well and then I started 
chipping off my forehand side because 
she started aiming closer to the line and 
she started putting more first serves, so 
for me it was hard.  
 So every time I would do it it would 
give her an opportunity to just put the ball 
away.  And she started to play faster, so 
he said just go for your returns because I 
strike the ball fast off the return.  I put her 
in a tough situation because when the ball 
comes fast she doesn't have much time to 
do anything with it so she just has to play 
back and then I'm in control of the point 
instead of the other way around, and that's 
what exactly I did. 
 
 Q.  I know you've been playing a lot of 
doubles with Maria Kirilenko and won in Miami.  
With the Olympics coming up this year is 
doubles as big a priority for your singles this 
year? 
 NADIA PETROVA:  It's always 
been.  I've been playing doubles all my 
life.  I've had great results.  I have a lot of 
titles, and reached No. 3 in the world.  
 I'm enjoying playing doubles a lot, 
and it's a great practice for singles, and it 
kind of balances everything out.  When 
you don't do well in singles, you can still 
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focus on doubles and then the other way 
around.  So it really helps. 
 
 Q.  That was a cute picture after you 
guys won doubles in Miami with the bunny 
ears.  How did that come about? 
 NADIA PETROVA:  It was very 
cute.  In the middle of the tournament we 
had an early day and we went shopping, 
and Maria purchased those ears, and it 
was kind of a dare.  She said, all right, if 
we win the tournament, we're going to put 
them on right on court right after we shake 
their hands, and exactly that's what we 
did, you know.  And we still look back and 
we still laugh about it.  
 
 Q.  Nadia, you've been working with 
Ricardo maybe since Indian Wells, is that right, 
or before? 
 NADIA PETROVA:  Memphis. 
 
 Q.  You got some good results working 
with him.  Can you talk about that coaching 
relationship a little bit, what he's brought to the 
table that you've enjoyed? 
 NADIA PETROVA:  First of all, the 
structure because you know, last season I 
tried with a hitting partner and it's very 
difficult, so much on your shoulders.  You 
have to be in charge of everything.  
Sometimes you just don't have any energy 
and motivation to push yourself, and I 
guess that's what happened to me.  I 
didn't see what else he knew.  
 When Ricardo came into the picture 
and joined the team, we went back into 
working on my weapons, working hard 
again and doing the right things for me to 
get back on top.  And it's very important, 
very crucial for every tennis player to have 
this kind of a person with you because you 
do need some kind of guidance.  You 

need a person with whom you want to 
reach certain goals, and the person who 
can just push you in the moment when 
you don't feel like doing it. 
 
 Q.  Nadia, I understand you've applied 
to be a citizen of this country? 
 NADIA PETROVA:  Citizen, no.  I 
just applied for a green card.  That's all.  I 
don't even have it.  So I don't know what 
people talk about. 
 
 Q.  No, no.  That's what I want to get 
straight.  
 NADIA PETROVA:  That's a long 
way from now. 
 
 Q.  Okay.  Are you expecting to 
continue to live in Florida? 
 NADIA PETROVA:  Yes.  
 
 Q.  Going back to the coaching 
question, what do you think is the key to a 
good coaching relationship? 
 NADIA PETROVA:  I'd say No. 1 is 
the personality.  The person has to be 
flexible.  And I mean tennis is quite 
emotional, so you know, also you have 
those up-and-downs, and you just need to 
know a player really well and know exactly 
what the person needs in that particular 
moment.  
 But then also the coach has to see 
the weapons and the best things in the 
player and try to make them better and 
just maybe kind of hide the weaknesses.  
 
End of Interview  


